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CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


SLOVAK PIT ASSOCIATION CHAIRMAN'S DECLARATION 
Bratislava PRAVDA in Slovak 31 May 83 p l 


[Article by Doctor honoris causa Gejza Navratil, Bratislava dean and chairman 
of the Slovak Association of Catholic Clergy "Pacem in Terris [PIT]": 
"My Voice for Peace"'] 


[Text] I lived through the events at the war front together with my parishioners 
at Pukanec, where the movement of the front stopped. The fighting lasted a 

long time, and terrible wartime experiences have left deep marks on me. 

However, not only these experiences, but also the attitude of representatives 

of the Soviet Army right after the liberation, and specifically the attitude 

of the military commander of the city at that time toward me as a clergyman, 
brought me into the ranks of the peace movement. It was just a natural thing 

for me to take part in the peace movement right from the beginning, even at 

the time I was working at Pukanec, where I worked in the District Peace 

Council in Levice. 


Today, in my capacity as chairman of the Slovak Association of Catholic Clergy 
Pacem in Terris and vice chairman of the federal association, I see even more 
clearly the absolute need for an increased effort for peace. This association 
is engaged in meritorious activity by striving to implement the content of the 
encyclicals of Pope John XXIII in pastoral and civic life in such a way that 
it leads the clergy and the believers to fulfillment of duties in the building 
of a happy present and future of nations and nationalities of our homeland 

in the spirit of the slogan: Build your homeland, you will strengthen 

peace! 


We did not doubt for a minute that we had followed the correct road and held 

a correct attitude to the present in our historical reality--in the socialist 
society. Now, when the threat of atomic destruction is hanging like the sword 
of Damocles over the life of the mankind of this planet, it has been and is 
our duty to arouse all peace-loving forces to fight for peace, which means 
also for life, against a nuclear catastrophe. We support the World Rally, 
which will be held in June of this year in Prague, and we also wish that 
through our efforts it may become a general mobilization of the forces of 
peace, that is help to silence ill-omened voices of distrust with regard to 
the masses of millions of peole, masses which want to act and are acting in the 
interest of saving peace and life. We are happy that we canshare in this 
noble effort not only as hosts, but outright as its cocreators. 


1 








A rally was held recently of representatives and clergyment of churches and 
religious societies of the CSSR in support of the World Rally for Peace and 
Life, against nuclear war. This rally was also greeted by the apostolic 
administrator of the Olouc Archbishopric, Bishop Th.D. Josef Vrana. He 

stated that one of the most important tasks of our times is to save the world 
from a nuclear catastrope. He quoted the words of St Augustine, according to 
whom peace is such a great benefit in the entire world you cannot see anything 
more pleasant, desire anything more enjoyable or own anything more useful. 

It is a thought worthy of full support by all clergymen, all believers. 
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HUNGARY 


YOUTH CULTURE, MORES, BEHAVIOR, ORIENTATION DEPLORED 
Budapest ELET ES IRODALOM in Hungarian 11, 18 Feb 83° 
[Article by Gyula Fekete: "Polluted Sources’/ 


{71 Feb 83 pp 3, 4/ 


[Fext/ Last summer, during some boring delay, I happened to find a slightly 
tattered April issue of IFJUSAGI MAGAZIN. I knew that this is the magazine for 
14-18 year old adolescents and young adults, with a circulation of several 
thousand and no competitors on its turf. I remember paging through it with 

a little malicious interest: let's see how today's youth magazine discusses 
politics in this "political" month squeezed between 4 April and 1 May. 


My first impressions were nearly pleasant. Even then I knew the game was up 
for overdosed, spoon--fed, strained, direct political writing--but not to 

this extent. Because of these useless, idle overdoses, the teenagers ignore 
even the more valuable articles that smell of politics or education. I found 
only one article in the genre of direct political writing: one and a half 
pages (two with pictures) of superficial, juvenile--sometimes artificially 
juvenile--publicism, a celebration of 4 April and 1 May combined. 


And what about indirect political journalism? I know from experience how 
much more effective indirect methods are in politics. For this, the outlook 
was less pleasant, perhaps even gloomy. I took notes, conceivably to in- 
clude them in some future commentary. Page after page, I compiled the statis- 
tics, with the following results: 

Front cover: rock singer. Back cover: Ocsi Puskas. 

Total length, 64 pages, broken down as follows: 


24.5 pages: rock, pop, dance music, musical entertainment, rock posters. 


7 full-page advertisements. 


5 pages reports, 4 pages sexual advice column, 4 pages Ocsi Puskas, 3 pages 
literary mail, first attempts, 3 pages selections from a school newspaper, 
2.5 pages "in search of" ads, 2 pages fashion, 2 pages publicism, 1 page 

















puzzles, 0.5 page gossip column, 5.5 pages small announcements, interviews 
and news of other subjects. 


I had known all along that rock played a leading role in our youth magazine; 
what surprised me was the relative size of the past. I wonder, does this 
aggressive leading role also represent dangerously attractive lifestyles, 
principles and ideals that transcend entertainment? Doesn't it foster 
symptoms like those that caused John Lennon to withdraw and isolate himself 
completely? Even before his death, he spoke contemptuously of "stag 
parties,” "guzzling contests," "pompous gatherings of carousing kids." In 
the April issue, I glance at the "casualty list," how the stars of the rock 
world have met early deaths. Listed causes: traffic accident, heart 
attack, brain tumor as well as four narcotic overdoses, three alcohol and 
drug combination, three suicides, one medicine poisoning and one murder. 


From the graveyard that my notes lie in, I just exhumed these. 


Providing for the future is an ineludible responsibility in all ages. I 
have already written enough about those not yet born. But are we raising 
the present generation with "adequate care," as is even stated in the law? 


I am convinced that the greatest, most wonderful energies of the human soul 
are developed and released during the teen years. Their strength in forming 
the character is most productive in this phase, when the personality and 

the blossoming intellect are still malleable and the influences transmitted 
over the frequencies the youth receives shape the individuality over the 
years, amidst extreme contradictions, emotional crises and adolescent 
storms. They produce an unquenchable thirst and unbelievable sensitivity 
for romance. 


I stop at this word. The concept of romance--even in these deromanticizing, 
demythif ying, deheroizing, disillusioning times--means very much, above all 
to teenagers. Leaping to center stage at this age are imagination, the 
infinite zeal for the unattainble, unrestricted adventure in the historical 
past and science fiction future and passion that flames sky-high before it 
fades away quickly. This is the phase of feverish, happy and agonizing first 
loves; on the bottom steps of the staircase the adolescent is doused with 
such strong emotion that he can imagine none stronger. Very few are gifted 
enough to tread the whole staircase through to maturity with self- 
discipline; but only thus can they fire the tempe’ature of these unbelievably 
strong emotions to white heat. They feel shining ideals in their hearts, 

see them on the walls; these may brighten the life of whoever chose them well, 
or blacken it for those who chose wrongly. Sometimes it is necessary to scorm 
traditional, inherited laws and customs, even vitally important laws and rules; 
to make rebellion, often from affectation or rashness, rebellion for its ow 
sake; to belong, and if there is no stronger enticement, then to belong to 
decadent, belligerent, lawless gangs. Dreams of earth-shattering accomplish- 
ments, great works--all these belong to the realm of teenage romance, when 
the body and soul are filled with a power that lasts the lifetime. If the 
charge is good, then the escaping nuclear energies of the teen years draw a 
nearly predictable path of life, like the curved trajectory of a take-off 
rocket. 








Now, what about today's teenager:? At what wellsprings can our children and 
grandchildren quench their thirst for romance? What do we offer them? What 
images, principles, examples can they follow or try to emulate? Of course, 
they deny copying, but practice it all the more diligently nonetheless, as 
their parents and grandparents did in their time. 


I believe that in child rearing the family is still the most important factor. 
It is a different matter that the overburdened parent who cannot pay adequate 
attention to his children; the alcoholic, neurotic or permissive parent; the 

quarreling atmosphere; or the home that is wearing away or broken can become 

the most important factor in spoiling. 


And school? We have written enough articles about how teaching has squeezed 
child rearing into the background; I will not waste words. But we should not 
neglect its child-rearing role, even though it is filled by the classroom, 
fashions, manias and immature practical jokes and a herd mentality where every- 
one follows the loudest and not by the school, the subject matter or the 
faculty. 


And beyond the family, beyond school? 


The summer notes I quoted exceed my "stimulus threshold." Thus I will 

look at one solid indicator: teenagers’ national press. I spent a few days 
taking notes on all the 1982 issues of our children's magazine PAJTAS for 
10-14 year olds (including its periodic magazine supplement, 1590 pages), 
and IFJUSAGI MAGAZIN for teenagers and students, the 14-18 age group 

(768 pages). These are nationwide magazines of circulations of hundreds of 
thousands, dedicated to the development of our youth's taste, interest, 
talent, sense of responsibility and moral-emotional rationality. I cannot 
attempt to judge or evaluate them thoroughly, for to do so wuld require a 
look at older volumes, the youth press of the thirties and at least a glance 
at the international press. Thus I will try to avoid sweeping judgments. 
For my purposes, a sketchy inventory of the wellsprings of romance today will 
suf fice: both those opened—I could say officially opened--and those closed 
off, not offered, even officially so. 


I will start with the clogged wellsprings. 


My first surprise; literature has been eradicated, exiled from our national 
youth press. 


Perhaps I am biased toward literature. I once professed this about great 
creators, the historically famous: ''The great promises of the future sprout 
in the garden of literature; I cannot imagine a scientist or artist--a truly 
great scientist, a truly great artist--who did not find his first food for 
thought in literature. I cannot think of one whose soul was not filied by the 
dynamite of literary ideas, who did not go away from its nuclear charge with a 
lifetime supply of tension and holy restlessness."' I now add: without some 
literary underpinnings, I find it impossible that we can create a public 
capable of understanding and appreciating television, film, music, theater 

or art. Without literacy or literary education, today's much touted 

"picture culture" is built on sands. 











Those age groups which read the most, which are most responsive to poetry 
and fiction, can search in vain for the works of Hungarian or foreign, clas- 
sical or living authors in their youth magazines. The rise in the circula- 
tion of our children's literary magazine, KINCSKERESO, to 80,000 attests 

to the fact that the demand does exist. However, KINCSKERESO's existence is 
Not a reason for removing literature from the national children's magazine. 
Literature can only be sent into exile from the youth press by those who 
believe that emotional refinement is possible without it. 


Teenagers and students have no literary magazine; in their case, deprivation 
from literature is a blow to the whole age group. In their illustrated 
magazine, the literary editor's column ad readers' sutmissions of poetry and 
manuscripts amounted to 14 pages during the entire year. Two recognized 
names represented universal literature for the whole year: Gyorgy Somlyo 
with a peace poem and Lajos Szilvasi with an extract froma novel. 


The schoolchildren's magazine has higher standards and more thoroughness 

in dealing with film, theater, fine art and music than the illustrated 
magazine. But the editors have squeezed literature from it, too. Its one 
selection during the year: a short poem by Jevtusenko. If I add compila- 
tions of Arany, Illyes and Ady and a few scattered quotations, passages and 
narratives from one of the supplements, the amount of literature included 
remains well under one percent of the total spread. It is true that comics 
take up 110 pages in the year, but I cannot, even with the best intentions, 
consider this literature. Incidentally, the ratio of comics to literature 
is 1:10, in favor of comics. 


I look at the older inexhaustible wellsprings of noble romance, history. 

From my school years, I have sweet memories of free excursions into our often 
painful, sometimes bright past. I remember my children, how they ran to the 
newsstand every hour during the summer, to see if TABORTUZ had arrived. 

They became familiar with Hungarian history through that and through novels, 
not through inferior, hard-to-swallow textbooks. 


And today's selection? What stimulates youth's imagination? 


There is no offering; the editors have exiled history too. I can categorize 
only one article as such from the entire year of the illustrated magazine: 
"Petofi and Communism.” The schoolchildren's magazine is somewhat more 
generous, although here history is just an anniversary contribution: commemor- 
ations of 1848, 1919, 1945, Koszeg, Mohacs, October 6, Garibaldi...taken 
together, they amount to one percent. Only that surplus is missing which 

would incorporate the flaming colors of socialist knowledge of the past and 
national socialist self-consciousness into the emotional world of the school- 
child, complementing the gray text material. 


I look further: Is there nation? Homeland? Cultural-national affiliation? 


In the illustrated magazine, this circuit is obviously closed; I can find no 
trace of these currents. The schoolchildren's magazine unquestionably favors 
nature, and thus creates its own currents: enticements to places, plants, 











flowers and animals. Even "homeland" is mentioned occasionally. But in the 
diligent work of the young pioneers, in the movement to know our own country, 
the hometown or homeland is never mentioned. Attachment to the home, the 
people the nation? [I think this could be expressed more directly, but I 
must admit that in our youth magazine, it is out of the question. 


[ now change my methods; I will look at the reports, one by one. 


The schoolchildren's magazine apparently strives not to tire its readers 
with reading material: excluding pictures and advertisements, only one- 
third of the spread is text. In the illustrated magazine, the ratio is 
about half and half: this also leaves more room for reports. There are 

some outstanding reports on school material, career selection, lost youths, 
tragedies, lifesavers; it is an interesting magazine, spiced with out-of-the- 
ordinary subjects such as oceanography, acupuncture, astrology. Camping, 
sports and other novelties are given ample room, and fantastic narratives 
are included too (I would add these to the literary material, if there were 


any.) 


The schoolchidren's magazine, out of a tas~-e for better ratios, includes 
villages, agriculture and school producer cooperatives in its reports. Its 
sports and foreign policy columns are extensive—making the deficiencies more 
obvious. 


How could the fever, ideals and rcmance of creation have been left out of 
these magazines--the teenagers’ national magazines? It is obvious from the 
proportions--and more so from the disproportions--that the editors believe 
in entertainment before anything else; but why do the editors believe that, 
for instance, scientific research cannot be entertaining? 


The editors probably do not favor creators. I will leave literature alone, 
put not because I fear writing in my own interest: encouraging the literature 
of the future is not the concern of the press. 


As I have mentioned, the wide scale of creative work finds an appropriate 
place in the schoolchildren's magazine (although hardly on the posters); it 
is crowded out of the illustrated magazine. But why do the editors exile 
science universally, not leaving a trace? What about its native and foreign 
pioneers, classical and living? Discoverers and researchers, those who 
grapple with misunderstanding, ignorance, conservatism, selfishness, the 
arrogance of power? Those who live and die for human progress? Can there be 
a more inexhaustible wellspring for forming the sense of vocation, the desire 
to act, the energies which last a lifetime? 


Similarly, the romance of production is also missing. Even technical news is 
mainly in the field of entertainment (hi-fi towers, records, cassettes); but 
modern inventions, research, laboratory excitement are absent. If industrial 
production is mentioned, it is in a form to be ignored; in the illustrated 
magazine, agriculture is not even mentioned. Yet it is possible to arouse 
attraction to industry and agriculture, to give those who will do great deeds 
something to wonder about, for instance: how was Hungarian agriculture raised 
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to among the world's best in a short 10-15 years? They can search in vain 
for a mere mention of such topics. 


There is also no mention of the Hungarians who live beyond our borders. I 
could take into consideration readers who write it, wanting Hungarian 

pen pals abroad; but the standard reply is that they should leam a foreign 
language, then they will receive addresses also. 


Should I include the engaging reports and interviews with the members of our 
"foreign legion" (Ocsi Puskas, Attila Dobo, Bela Ernyei)? Puskas himself 
got tw reports with photos, a total of seven pages or one percent, with a 
very sympathetic cast (which is undeserved in my private opinion). 


Not only the Hungarians living abroad are left out of the magazine. The 
editors also lock out of their ample foreign material any mention of the 
neighbor ing--indeed, with the exception of the Soviet Union, any mention of 
our neighboring socialist--countries. I can find no mention that Austria, 
Yugoslavia, Romania and Czechoslovakia are our immediate neighbors; that the 
latter three are socialist sister countries; that it is finally time for us 
to organize our mutual tasks with the Serbian, Croatian, Slovene, Romanian, 
Saxon, Slovak, Czech and other peoples; and that this not insignificant 
work awaits the generation now growing up. Their national magazines do not 
prepare them at all for this important work. 


After that, I continue to investigate apprehensively. And the romance of 
revolution? What about socialism, a new world, the fever of creating a 

more progressive, a more egalitarian society, with which the generation of 
the “bright winds" burned? I read the articles that suggest politics with 
special interest: during the teen years, the political personality, character 
and individuality are developed for the most part. My internal thermoneter, 
which I calibrated 35-40 years ago, does not even register a change when I 
read these politically suggestive texts (25 percent). No, no, these do not 
arouse immense, world-creating energies, though it is possible that my 
thermometer is at fault: since then, climatic conditions have changed a great 
deal. Could our "weekday revolutionaries" be this tepid? Do the wellsprings 
of socialist romance and the desire for political action become this clogged 
in a stable historical phase? Or is it just that we have not yet learned 

how to open these hot wellsprings for stable society building? The peaceful 
building of society is only as unit d as it is supplied with brave, revolu- 
tionary improvements, reforms, initiatives, experiments, fights for right and 
pioneering missions into the untrodden jungle--those elements of human 
progress that are above all supplied by hot wellsprings. 


But there are high temperatures here, even hotter than those of the age of 
"bright winds"! What a selection of examples and ideals to follow, imitate, 
be enthusiastic about, tack on the wall, wallpaper and room with, show to 
friends, to collect, examine and daydream about in solitude before bedtime. 
Single or double-page color pictures and posters are the material, two or 
three in each issue, and concentrated reports, news, advertisements. Demon- 
strated in each issue by the fortissimio of coverage and typography, it is 
clear that the overriding goal of the editors is to concentrate teenagers' 








imaginative capabilities and plans on this one topic; to quench their 
unquenchable thirst for romance from this one wellspring. Certainly, even 
if this was not the demonstrated goal of the editors, the results are 

now evident in every school, class, gang and, so to speak, every family: 
not only on fashion, taste and trend but also on disposition, behavior, 
attitude, outlook and the narrowing down of the career choice. 


Now even the schoolchildren's magazine is ruled by rock stars, although next 
to them a few actors and sports figures still "get a shot at the ball." The 
ratio of posters and full-age ads (including supplements) is 35 rock, 14 
sports figures, 11 actors and 3 television reporters. 


The illustrated magazine finds even this slim selection too exaggerated, and 
focuses on a single profession: in the whole year, the poster series concen- 
trated entirely on rock groups, for a total of 42 pages. Western and 
Hungarian groups on the outside cover (7) and in two-page posters (12) 

as well as in interviews, reports, news and advertisements texts, get special 
emphasis, I cannot find a foreign group that is not from the West among 

the thousand names, and this monotony expresses a value judgment: the sun 
rises in the West for the lovers of this musical form. 


I do not write this as a condemnation--as I said, I will avoid sweeping 
criticisms—only as an indication: inequality breeds inequality. Since I am 
no specialist, I am prepared to believe the editors and journalists: in rock, 
pop, etc., there is no noteworthy Eastern example, not even for a few lines' 
coverage. If rock were only one theme among a hundred others in the youth 
press, it would be parsimony to object to its inclusion. There could be no 
mention of foreign countries or other forced enticements. (In the school- 
children's magazine, other areas of art are also present, even if only in the 
background. The magazine for students practically closes off all other well- 
springs, opens one for the satisfaction of the thirst for romance and makes 

it bubble so much that all else is flooded away.) The monochromatic selection 
of ideas necessarily produces a new, absurd inequality: with the entice- 
ments of its geography, taste, lifestyle and attitude, even its terror, it 
diverts the multicolored natural interest, talent, imagination, daydreams 

and enthusiasm of youth. It herds and homogenizes the social environment 

and natural pluralism of the development of personality with monolithic force. 


Are we just compensating? We have had cultural homogenization before with 
opposite indicators, even with complete comdemnation of the West. Is it not 
time to open doors and windows in all directions, to receive with special 
sensitivity those values we can build into socialism? (In my private 
opinion, we should not close the gate to commercialization rock--if anyone 
still wants it of his own will—although it is not one of these values.) We 
cannot close the door before the trash. But what justifies this idiotic 
promotion of a flood of trash? I cannot measure quality with a ruler; I did 
not prepare statistics on how much trash pollutes our entertainment industry 
and arts. I did not study the punks, freaks, new wavers or other 

tendencies either. (A new apartheid for fostering aggressive tendencies? 
Through the press, do we organize gangs that hate each other and beat each 
other up because of their clothes and haircuts?) I could educate myself on 
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the subject based on the lengthy reports, using the magazine's instruct ions—- 
or are they rules?--on how freaks, hippies, greasers, teddy boys, rock- 
abilly babies, punks, rockers, preppies, new wavers differ.... What 
distinctive or required clothes do they wear, what is their required 

symbol (safety pin, chain, lock, switchblade, skull, etc.)? How do they 
comb, tease or shave their hair, what color do they dye it (red, blue, pink, 
green, purple, etc.)? What are their favorite groups, where is their home 
base where daily they form gangs, do they use narcotics and what alcoholic 
beverages do they drink primarily, etc., etc.? Society and the public are 
such a choose-your-gang council for youth in search of exictement. Occasion- 
ally, a sparing criticism is thrown in, and this heightens the effectiveness 
of the promotion in the eyes of the rebels. 


Thus the takeover of young ideals is complete, mostly with the help of the 
press. In the sixties, I could still say: "If it is this obvious that 
man--especially in his childhood aw’ youth--cannot live without the excesses, 
illusions, daydreams and sanctified ideals of romance, then it is at least 
as obvious that deromanticized stories, politically modulated folksongs, 
disillusioned love, deheroized historical heroes--with warts on their 

noses, the tag "unheroized!" at their necks--will be good for nothing more 
than replacement, after this fashionable surgery, by new and different 
ideals in children's hearts and the walls above their beds. Those who live 
and die for science, art, freedom and human progress will give their places 
over to demagogues who live and die for money, success and power. We can 
consider ourselves lucky if scandalmakers, parasites, drug pushers and 
widely advertised underwrld figures do not receive that heavenly bright 
halo. It is certain--and predictable in advance—that the spaces for 
illusions and ideals will not remain empty, either in hearts or on the walls." 


We have hit the mark. 


I look with special interest at how much space is devoted to Kodaly and 
serious music at all, in the Kodaly year. The coverage is 1:600 in favor of 
rock.... 


If this can still be considered music. Even the new stars themselves admit: 
there is no need here for music. They must be right, since as I gather from 
the reports we are the witnesses of a worldwide atavism: the concert 
audiences today do not want music, but medicinemen, tribal drums, fights, 
stupor, ecstasy, sextasy. 


One more thing: this is the single national magazine for this age group. 

Its monopoly is obviously politically motivated. (The fuller truth: the 
first issue of a new magazine has appeared, called POPTIKA. Its length is 48 
pages, its contents are rock, pop, etc. 


[18 Feb 83 pp 5, 6/ 


[Excerpts] Regrettably, I cannot include love among the wellsprings of romance 
encountered in the material, although it is the emotion that most belongs 
there. Although a love advice column appears even in the children's paper, 
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the magazine gives it the second largest coverage after rock, and it has 
barely to do with love, and all the more so with sex; in any single 

issue, it receives more attention than literature and history do throughout 
the entire year. Besides the sexual advice column, serialized columns occupy 
2-3 pages: "Just One or Why Worry?" "How I Lost My Virginity." 


The schoolchildren's magazine does not yet particularly emphasize these 
themes. It covers adolescents’ and preadolescents' rhapsodic imaginings: 
"Am I in love with the boy who sat next to me on the bus?" A 10-year-old 
writers wants to start kissing, what should he do? A little girl wants to 
go to bed with her 8-year-old boyfriend, since "it has to happen sooner or 
later." Report: a 13-year-old is having an affair with a family man. 

The cries for help from 12-13 year old girls—no boyfriends yet! The 
psychologist in charge of the column is properly wise; she says wait, your 
time will come. It is a different questian, though, whether the children's 
excited curiosity—-not always excited by the sexual advice column--is satis- 
fiable with smart words. Is good advice enough without good direction? We 
know that we cannot even protect this age group from cigarette smoking with 
wise words, although no one enjoys cigarettes the first time. And this is 
the important difference. 


The sexual advice column of the illustrated magazine deserves special study. 
Here and now, I only want to indicate why I got the impression that the edi- 
torial staff seeks to clog off the cleanest, most refreshing, most noble and 
most flowing wellspring of romance, love, which can never be tapped in the 
same quality during later life. Perhaps a very sparing taste of the material 
will be enough for this. 


We can smile, even serenely, if we do not support that all of this is the 
result of brainwashing, programming: 


One girl is afraid that her friends will find out, "because I am a freak and 
I am going with a greaser guy. What should I do? Should I go greaser?" 


More than one: why are naked men not also shown on television? "Only 
rarely, and from the back," albeit women hunger for it; what kind of 
equality is this? (The response: feudal vestiges.) 


A complaint: "I am a 13-year old freak. My sister is a hairstylist and 
adores the group Hungaria. My sister always cuts my hair and always does 
it greaser style." Question from a 15-year old: "I have fallen in love 
with Sanyi, but I guess I need a boy who wears Adidas pants.... In summer 
camp, there was a brigade full of them, but I just could not choose one. 


"Perhaps I am old-fashioned, but I object to those who begin 

sexual relations at the age of 13 or 14.... The biggest problem for 
my age group is this: should I go to bed with him or not?” 
Thirteen-year old: "I have fallen very much in love with Sandor 
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Wladar, but unfortunately he is unattainable for me, since I live in 
Bekescsaba."" Another thing: she does not even know how to swim. Two 16-year- 
old friends are both in love with Gyorzy Korda. They got into a fight over 
his picture. A 14-year-old girl, who has even been to a doctor: "I am always 
looking at my Beatles pictures; I always listen to their music. If I 

look at or listen to them, I always begin to cry. No one and nothing else 
interests me, just them.... My every desire was to meet John.... He died 

a year and a half ago, but I just cannot believe it! You are God, John!" 

A 14-year-old: "I fell in love with John Lennon almost 2 years ago. I love 
him with a passion.... I cannot believe that John died! He can't have 

died: I always think only of him, and I love only him.... If you do not 
respond, I will kill myself!" 





Now a few selections for characterizing the manipulated atmosphere, sugges- 


tion, the terror of constant peer pressure. My reasons for smiling are 
dwindling. 


Naturally, they speak up, those who fight against the tide, those who warn, 
those who learn mostly at their own expense; but these timid, defensive warn- 
ings are seemingly swept away by the flood, the complete uninhibitedness, 

the dirt of promiscuity. The results of the programming are now undeniably 
evident: 


"He didn't want to sleep with me because he felt terribly protective toward 
me.... He still doesn't want to.... Everything has become so completely 
poring." Fifteen year old: a 2-year acquaintance, the boy only makes out. 

"T left him because of his inhibitions. Should I look for a new guy?" ''The 
girls don't give us much chance to respect them. Everything gets turmed upside 
down. Soon we'll be at the point where they ask us out, and if we're not 
careful, they'll take away our virginity too." 


I will leave out the suicide attempts, since their motivation is debatable. 
But the sample would be incomplete without the following examples: 


A 14-year-old: "One night he took me to his apartment, his friend was there 
too. He threw me down.... I resisted but he undressed me. His friend started 
to take pictures." 


I can find no sign that criminal justice had followed any of these incidents. 


Many hold the magazine to be porn, because of its material and tendencies—and 
of course because of the pictures. (A neighboring socialist country, wh ich 
receives many Hungarian magazines, banned it for this reason.) I would say 
instead that here, too, the ratios are at fault. (In addition to which 
political sanction is also offered, due to its national role.) The self- 
righteous editorial principle and practice completely loses its sense of 
equality, although there is a fairly wide range between convent-like shelter- 
ing and cruel violation of young girls. 
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The editor's columns, "Just One or Why Worry?" and "How I Lost My Virginity" 
are attempts to justify the inequalities. Every philospher is free to turn 

in his grave as the editor attempts to address the question of morality, 

("In the center is public morality, which is the same as what our grand- 
mothers believed;' etc.) and then disowns it from all social norms. He 

brings masses of examples from primitive cultures or the Middle Ages-—-the 
Eskimo who lends his wife, the matriarchal society, the Philippine society 

in which a virgin bride is a disgrace, "outstanding psychologist" husbands 
who pay a third party to deflower the bride, so as not to cause the pain 
themselves, ius primae noctis, etc., etc.—there are many examples. But I 
find no acknowledgement of the cultural layers which have settled on our 
society since the age of promiscuity, which we have to thank for love, 

among other things. The proferred picture of marriage is frightening. 
Sexuality is included as a source of pleasure, and it is never mentioned that 
the point of sexual contact is procreation--not only physically, but also 
qualitatively--and that the parental roles come with responsibilities, some- 
times even curtailment of pleasure seeking. However, it is true that the 
editor repeatedly stresses the reprehensibility of sexual trophy collection, 
the abuse of birth control pills, sex without love, etc. In this environment, 
the effectiveness of these direct methods deserves special study, as does 

the effectiveness of indirect methods, even those laced with timely warnings, 
on immature adolescents: the excitation of curiosity and growing motivations, 
and how much it promotes irresponsibility, uninhibitedness and promiscuity. 


I do not doubt the good intentions of the editors: they are committed to sex- 
ual enlightenment. And it is unquestionable that sexual information is neces- 
sary. But the question is, in what form? This is a very troublesome ques- 
tion, because it is thick with contradictions, such as the rationalization 

of love. In addition, it fosters opposition for obvious reasons, mostly be- 
cause its advocates can cause terror and embarrassment for its opponents, 
calling them prudish, hypocritical, lying, old-fashioned, evasive, dissembling, 
dissenting. Further, how should the enlightenment be limited, that it would 

not stimulate youthful curiosity to fatal ends, hurt fledgling motivations 

and destroy the brilliant and mysterious flood of emotions that come with first 
love. That type of sexual information, which causes 12-13~-year-old children 
to experiment with thrill seeking, like cigarattes, out of curiosity, hurts a 
hundred times more than it helps. With their random information, complete 

to the point of boredom, hygiene school students are first in the statistics 
for induced abortions. Girls who save themselves for the sake of emotional 
completeness can develop a terror of being teased, made a spectacle of, put 

on the stage of embarrassment--and boys even more so. And after that, no 

one in the class is left with anything to be ashamed of. 


"Don't think that virginity is any virtue," cautions the editor, and perhaps 
he is right to the extent that love is biology. (Concerning adolescents, he 
is not even right to that extent.) The value of a girl or boy is among the 
greatest values in the world--I should say, inasmuch as love is more than 
biology, more for instance because of clean, noble romance. 


I searched for the wellsprings of creative, immense powers--ideals, romance-- 
in our youth press, the wellsprings shown to our adolescents. As I see it, 
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these wellsprings are polluted. Because of one-sidedness and inequality, 
the moral values thought desirable in socialism have become confused, some- 
times even turned on their heads. 


I have edited a few magazines, myself, even youth magazines (MARCIUS TIZENOTO- 
DIKE), and I know from experience that the material is not pulled out of a 
hat. A goal, intention and conception must be realized in the editing. But 
what sort of editorial conception is that which so neglects literature, 
history, the sciences, even—although this can be a question of inter- 
pretation--the romance and strength of socialist building? How can it take 
such a consumer viewpoint and cater to entertainment, fashion, rebellion and 
the excitement of sexual motivations? This is obviously a premeditated and 
conscious conception, since we can find it red-handed in other sectors more 
difficult to measure or analyze. I will not digress here, because it would 
lead us far awy. 


As I see it, this conception takes root in fatal misunderstandings. 


Thus, with 2 decades of increasingly amplified, concentrated dumping of 
influence, we have bred lifestyles and behaviors, needs, fashions and manias 
for which we must now answer: this is what we have, this must be served. 

The effectivneess mechanism of the mass media is nowhere more available to 
observation and research than among adolescents. In a few decades, youth 
ideals have changed and the value system has been turned upside down: it is 
hard to imagine a poster in a youth magazine that would picture a hero of 
history, morality or human progress; it is harder to imagine anyone finding 
room for it on his wall. 


The family? Only rarely can the family counterbalance the possible bad 
effects of the classroom community, and then only where wise and tenacious 
parents practice the much-maligned "double education." (In the magazine, I 
read the worried letter of a father who fears rock mania. He did not sign 
the letter, because if his son found out, he would disown his father. 


The schools have surrendered, the teachers are disturbed. From one direction 
come socialist educational principles, from the opposite direction the 
reality of such conceptions. The two are irreconcilable. 


I read the letter: "Eighty percent of today's high school students burn with 
the desire to start a band."' The thousand-sided preparations for life and 
career have narrowed drastically. The daydream world of overemphasized 
programming for stage success, entertainment and sexual adventure nurses vain, 
impossible desires and plans--an unattainable life. 


In the USA, someone quite familiar with the affairs of our country said to me: 
"I do not understand why you are running up dead-end streets, streets which the 
West is already feeling its way out of. Look how here in New York porno movies 
are going broke. Perhaps Hungarians can only learn at their own expense. It 
is easiest to breed bored, disillusioned, cynical, disgusted, selfish, undis- 
ciplined and lazy people through entertainment and sexomania—as well as 
frigid, impotent young adults. It has been tested." 
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Youth is the mirror of society-—-a platitude. It is what we raise it to 

be. Here we cannot even complain of being closed in, because even this 
limitation could become the most effective educational factor in our hands, 
with our transformation. The more compiete the direction toward a mistaken 
conception, the larger the margin for error. 


"We cannot close ourselves off from the world!" cry the critics. To which 

I again respond, first of all, ratios are to blame! Second, this is an 
improper slogan in this area. Let the critic give me one example in the world 
where the youth press is such a complete and overwhelming promotion of light 
entertainments, of the sexual life, dolce vita. Just name such a country: 
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HUNGARY 


PARTY ORGAN PUBLISHES PARTY POLICY ON MINORITIES 
Budapest PARTELET in Hungarian No 6, Jun 83 pp 17-23 


[Article by Peter Fodor, member of the Central Committee Department of Scienti- 
fic, Public, Education and Cultural Affairs: "The Principles and Practices of 
Our Minority Policy") 


[Text] Regarding minority policy, the resolution of the 12th MSZMP Congress es- 
tablished: "We will provide every assistance necessary to enable the minor- 
ities to remain active components of our social and political life, and to pre- 
serve and develop their culture in their mother tongue. The national minorities 
living in Hungary, and the Hungarian minorities in the neighboring countries can 
contribute significantly toward intensifying friendship and cooperation among 
our nations." 


The unsolved question of national minorities has long left its imprint on our 
national history, but in a wider sense also on the development of central and 
eastern Europe. Also on the question of national minorities, the victory of so- 
cialism provided an opportunity to rid ourselves of the historical past's bur- 
den. The experience of the close to 40 years past proves that even under social- 
ism the problem of national minorities is not solved automatically. Therefore 
also in this area we attribute great importance to consistent realization of the 
principles of Lenin's policy on national minorities, to our sense of responsibil- 
ity for their realization, and to the socialist countries’ joint historical mis- 
sion and internationalist alliance. Reassuring solution of the question of na- 
tional minorities depends primarily on progress in building a socialist society, 
on its success, and on the assertion of socialist democracy. 


Starting out from these principles, the 1974 standpoint of the Cultural Policy 
Work Group attached to the MSZMP Central Committee established: "Consistent en- 
suring of the rights of the national minorities is also a condition for strength- 
ening the alliance of the socialist nations and national minorities living with 
them, on the basis of their common social and political interests. The more the 
national minorities feel that the preservation of their nationality culture and 
characteristics, the use of their language, the satisfaction of their education- 
al needs, and freedom to maintain relations with the nation speaking their lan- 
guage are ensured, the better they are able to identify politically with the ma- 
jority nation and its leading forces, and hence also with socialism." 


Specifically on these principles, the MSZMP is supporting the many-sided activ- 
ities of the Croatians, Germans, Romanians, Serbs, Slovaks and Slovenians living 
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in Hungary and guarantees their individual and collective rights. Nationality 
policy is an integral part of the party's general policy. In the course of 
building gocialism during the past quarter century, under the party's leader- 
ship, there has developed a unity that ensures an important place in our soci- 
ety for the nationalities living in our country, on the basis of common poli- 
tical, economic and social interests. 


In Hungary the assertion of the nationalities’ rights is a question of principle 
that is independent of the nationalities' size and proportions. Over and above 
respecting the equality of the nationalities, an important requirement is to com- 
pensate for the objective inequalities stemming from minority status. Awareness 
of the fact that the nationalities are living scattered and not in contiguous 
areas remains an essential element of nationality policy. 


The civil and collective rights of the national minorities in Hungary are laid 
down in the constitution. Our constitution not only declares the equality and 
special rights of the national minorities, but it also provides guaranties for 
the assertion of these rights. In addition, numerous laws and law decrees guar- 
antee free assertion of the nationalities’ equality. Thus we might mention the 
Law on Local Councils, the Education Law, the Culture Law, and the Civil Code. 
We are aware that the legal possibility is not yet reality: there often are al- 
so contradictions, but we are striving to see to it that the special rights of 
the nationalities are asserted not only on paper but in reality as well. 


The process of individuals abandoning the nationalities and becoming assimilated 
Hungarians can be observed even today, aS a result of which the minority popula- 
tion is diminishing in size. But at the same time, under the influence of the 
policy of supporting the national minorities, more people than before are pro- 
fessing to belong to the nationalities. The results of the 1980 population cen- 
sus confirm this process. According to surveys and estimates, the national mi- 
noritiesliving in Hungary number about 300,000. The associations of the nation- 
al minorities, and the local councils are planning the minority population's edu- 
cational and cultural requirements on the basis of actual needs. This sound prac- 
tice provides an opportunity for further efforts to strengthen awareness of be- 
longing to national minorities. 


The national minorities’ native languages and special cultures support values 
that stem from the historical and cultural traditions uniting our peoples and en- 
rich also the culture of our country. We regard as natural and are promoting re- 
lations between the national minorities and their parent nations, and we are seek- 
ing the cooperation of the countries concerned--of Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia, 
Romania and, in the case of the German minority, primarily of the German Democra- 
tic Republic--in supplying the national minorities" cultural needs ever better. 
We profess that the conditions for fostering the national minorities' cultures 
must be established basically within the country, and we are striving to do so; 
but in practice this becomes complete only with the many-sided cultural assis- 
tance of the parent nations, 





Lately concern for the fate of the Hungarian minorities living in some of the 
neighboring countries has been accompanied by overestimation of our results. Oc- 
casionally, however, the exact opposite phenomenon can be encountered, namely the 
belittling and demagogic criticism of our policy. Such views are not aiding the 
construction of socialism and are not serving our internationalist aspirations. 
The emerging nationalist views, national arrogance and belittling of other people 
are hampering cooperation among peoples and nations. Thus both extremes are 
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dangerous, although in different ways. Overestimation of the results and exces- 
sive self-assurance are just as harmful as failure to recognize the favorable 
and progressive effects of our efforts. This is why we must speak of the at- 
tained results, and also of the mistakes and tasks still to be done. 


Among the national minorities living in Hungary one encounters lately the view 
that their future might depend on how the situation of the Hungarian living be- 
yond the border develops. These views and concerns disregard the fact that the 
MSZMP is concerning itself with the question of national minorities consistently 
as a matter of principle and not as a tactic, and that it is not providing the 
conditions for accepting the existence of national minorities merely as a ges- 
ture. 


Naturally, it is not indifferent to us how the situation of the Hungarian living 
abroad is deve.oping. After all, this is an important domestic political issue, 
because people understandably are interested in how their relatives, friends and 
acquaintances are living beyond the border. The national ideological conference 
held on 11-12 January 1983 also expressed this fact. Its report established: 
"We are of the opinion that in the socialist countries also the interests of the 
majority nations demand the application of the principles of Lenin's nationality 
policy. This is what we on our part are trying to do when we support every ac- 
tivity of the national minorities living in Hungary, guaranteeing them their 
civil and collective rights... .. On the basis of our own experience we are 
able to say that the national minorities are serving the most effectively the 
interests of the country whose citizens they are when they find their place there 
and feel, and are made to feel, that it is their home." 


We are attributing great importance to the national minorities' mission of link- 
ing together our countries and peoples, for they are assuming a specific role in 
the intensification of our internationalist relations. The party's earlier stand- 
point remains unalterably valid that only socialism is able to solve properly the 
national and nationality problems. In full awareness of this responsibility, we 
are not forgetting the real danger that extreme imperialist circles want to ex- 
ploit specifically the question of national minorities to turn against one another 
the socialist countries of central and eastern Europe. The 12-13 April 1983 Cen- 
tral Committee session's resolution established the following regarding these 
questions: "Our party and government most definitely condemn any manifestation 

of bourgeois nationalism, because even today these can cause considerable harm to 
Our people. Only the development of socialism can ensure the prosperity of our 
nation, the interests of our country and people, and a just and permanent solu- 
tion of the very complicated question of national minorities in eastern Europe. 
Therefore we counter bourgeois nationalism with our socialist patriotism and in- 
ternationalism. In our policy, of course, our national self-respect is alloyed 
with respect for other peoples, with serving our national interests by fostering 
friendship and solidarity among peoples." 


The MSZMP Politburo recently evaluated the experience with implementing the 1978 
standpoint on nationality policy. On the basis of the development in the right 
direction during the past five years, the Politburo approved the principles of 
the MSZMP's nationality policy and established that the resolution was aiding 
well the realization of these principles in everyday practice. The Central Com- 
mittee's Agitation and Propaganda Committee reviewed the situation with respect 
to the implementation of nationality policy, in 1981 and again in 1983. The 
latest review, despite the requirement of continuous monitoring and control, was 
warranted also by the fact that the associations of the national minorities will 
be holding their next congresses in the autumn of this year. 
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The activities in this field of the party, state and social organizations de- 
veloped further during the past five years, in accordance with the resolution. 
At their sessions the various bodies are monitoring more systematically and de- 
mandingly the national minorities’ situation and the assertion of their nation- 
ality rights. The megye party committees, megye councils, Popular Front com- 
mittees, the municipal and village organs are implementing the principles of 
nationality policy with initiative. Since 1978, the nationality working commit- 
tees have been formed in the megyes, and representatives of the national minor- 
ities living there are participating in the work of these committees. As stated 
at the conference that the officials of these committees held in Gardony in 1981 
to exchange experience, these working committees must receive systematic assis- 
tance and must be given a greater role in the local implementation of national- 


ity policy. 


The Yugoslavs, Germans, Romanians and Slovaks living in our country are entitled 
to use, and more and more of them are using, their native language in public ad- 
ministration and before public forums. They are actively participating in the 
work of the elected party, state and social organs. Their representation in 

the elected bodies at the various levels--from the local councils and Popular 
Front committees to the National Assembly--is in accord with the political im- 
portance of nationality policy. The national minorities are assuming a construc- 
tive role in building socialism, in which the entire people are involved. Their 
results and problems to be solved in building socialism are the results and prob- 
lems of the country's entire population. Their standard of living and living con- 
ditions are the same as those of Hungarians belonging to the same social stratum. 


Thanks to political enlightment efforts undertaken in recent years, public opin- 
ion is becoming increasingly aware that the problem of national minorities can- 
not be regarded merely as a cultural problem. The individual and collective in- 
terests of the national minorities embrace all areas where it is necessary to 
assert their special rights. Thus the tasks to be performed are of importance 
from the viewpoint of social policy, and their realization requires cooperation 
between Hungarians and the national minorities, their joint assumption of re- 
sponsibility and mutual trust. 


This statement is not in conflict with--to the contrary, it reinforces--the real- 
ization that the national minorities can best preserve their characteristics by 
fostering their native language. This is why we regard as exceptionally import- 
ant language instruction, the fostering of the native language, and the ensuring 
of the necessary conditions for this. 


The schools system developed in Hungary provides instruction for members of the 
national minorities in their native language. This extends from kindergarten 

and grade school, through the gimnazium and specialized secondary school, to the 
training of teachers. The general practice is that where there is demand for the 
instruction of national minorities, such instruction is organized and maintained 
already in the case of four or five children. The long-range plan for teaching 
the children of national minorities in their native languages was drafted in 1979. 
Based on the demand, and occasionally strongly encouraging the demand, this con- 
cept develops further the network of minority-language (or bilingual) and 
language-teaching schools. It is typical that while in 1968 a total of 1340 
minority children in 36 kindergartens were taught in their native language, in 
1982 already 12,066 children in 209 kindergartens were receiving instruction in 
their native language. At many of the kindergartens, not only the kindergarten 
teachers but also the nurses speak the minority language. 
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During the same period, the number of grade schools in which Serbian, Croatian, 
Slovenian, German, Slovak or Romanian is taught as a separate subject increased 
from 254 to 299. The number of students enrolled in these schools increased 
from 18,284 to 36,328. However, the number of schools in which a minority 
language is the language of instruction (bilingual schools) and their enroll- 
ment changed hardly at all during the past 15 years. This again indicates that 
much joint work and effort will be necessary in this area. Enrollment in Hun- 
gary's seven minority-language gimnaziums is about 800 students, the same as in 
previous years. 


Parallel with the achieved results and favorable trends in the education of min- 
ority children, it is necessary to note also the signals that primarily the kin- 
dergarten and grade-school teachers have been sending. The occasionally declin- 
ing level of the native language's knowledge is influencing unfavorably the work 
in the schools. The family's help will be indispensable in eliminating such 
phenomena. The minority educational conference held in Vac in the autumn of last 
year also pointed this out. It is thought-provoking that cases are by no means 
rare in which the grandparents still talk with the parents in the native lan- 
guage, but mostly only in Hungarian with the grandchildren. The basis of devel- 
oping minority awareness is the preservation of the native language, and passing 
it on. Therefore special attention must be devoted to bilingualism, and to so- 
ciety's interests in developing bilingualism. 


The objective is to develop further bilingual instruction. The number of such 
schools can be increased only over a longer period of time. A new and commend- 
able phenomenon is that several specialized secondary schools and vocational 
institutes have provided an opportunity for their minority students to continue 
the study of their native languages, despite the declining interest. There is 
an increase also in the number of Hungarian children participating in the study 
of minority languages. 


Since 1978, we are providing from central resources the investment to improve 
the operation of the bilingual schools. Thanks to this support and to the pool- 
ing of local resources, the Slovak grade school was built in Satoraljaujhely, 
and the Romanian grade school and gimnazium were built in Gyula. Construction 
of new classrooms and dormitories for the Serbo-Croatian and the Slovak grade 
school and gymnasium in Budapest was included in the 6th Five-Year Plan but had 
to be deferred due to a shortage of financial resources. In the next five-year 
plan it will be necessary to solve also the long-delayed construction of a Ger- 
man grade school and dormitory, with national enrollment. 


The other key question of providing instruction in the native language is the 
training of teachers. According to our present experience, there are still too 
few qualified applicants for admission to schools for kindergarten teachers and 
to teachers’ colleges. The megye and local councils, the schools and the asso- 
ciations of the minorities must devote more attention to this problem. The 
training of teachers in Hungary is ensured for all the national minorities. The 
possibilities specified in the intergovernmental cultural agreements, particu- 
larly guest teachers and foreign study tours, also can enhance training and 
further training of good quality. In national minority areas there are 50 teach- 
ers who completed their studies on scholarships in socialist countries, and 70 
Students are studying abroad on this basis at present. 


We regard as the main task of national minority culture the fostering and spread- 
ing of culture in the native language. The cultural groups that foster minority 
traditions are more active, and their quality has improved. Especially 
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Significant is the work of the school groups. In 1968 there were only 38 minor- 
ity choirs in Hungary, but in 1982 there were already 114. The number of orches- 
tras increased from 59 to 98. The number of folk dance ensembles and drama 

groups either declined during the past 15 years--in the same way as the Hungar- 
lan ones did--or remained unchanged. The minority club movement also is develop- 
ing in a gratifying manner; their number doubled during the past five years. 

This process is being aided also by 15 to 18 book clubs a year. In several 
megyes, within the framework of the Society for the Dissemination of Scientific 
Knowledge, there are groups that lecture in the native language of the minorities. 
The basic library network with its 250,000 volumes is able to lend books in minor- 
ity languages already in 450 settlements. The number of books imported from oth- 
er socialist countries has increased, and the assortment has improved, but even 

so what the bookstores and libraries have to offer is unsuitable. During the 
past five years, 67 volumes were published that had been written by minority writ- 
ers and scientists in Hungary. There are 63 museums, regional homes and local 
collections in Hungary to preserve the customs, and the historical, intellectual 
and physical treasures of the national minorities. With local initiative, a 
German repertory theater has been established in Szekszard, and a Serbo-Croatian 
one in Pecs. There are plans also for the establishment of Romanian and a Slovak 
repertory theater. 


Besides the scientific institutes and social organs, also experts from the social- 
ist countries concerned are included in uncovering and processing the national 
minorities' cultural heritage. At the State Gorkiy Library there has gradually 
evolved a center for organizing and coordinating research into the culture of the 
national minorities. Besides intergovernmental agreements, relations between 
neighboring megyes on the two sides of the border also play an important role in 
cultural exchange. 


In the realization of cultural tasks it is advisable to rely more on the nation- 
al minorities' intellectual strata. An important condition for the development 
of bilingualism is that there be as many experts as possible who know minority 
languages. It is a significant result that there are, in addition to education 
majors, also other students studying to become engineers, doctors, agricultural 
experts at the higher educational institutions of neighboring countries, on state 
scholarships. 


Since 1978, the possibilities for keeping the national minorities informed through 
the mass media in their native language have improved significantly. Since July 
1978, also the Romanian-language FOAIA NOASTRA has become a weekly, similarly as 
the newspapers of the other national minorities. The Post Office has improved 

the dissemination of the national minorities' weeklies. This too has contributed 
to the increase in subscribers recently. The annual calendars of the minority as- 
sociations have been upgraded and made more readable. The Yugoslav minority's 
weekly, NARODNE NOVINE, has a literary supplement since 1982. It is gratifying 
that also the papers of the other national minorities want a similar forum. There 
is radio broadcasting in the language of each national minority. Serbo-Croatian 
and German programs are being produced in Pecs, a Slovak program in Miskolc, a 
Romanian program in Szolnok, and a Slovenian and a German program in Gyor. For 
technical reasons, radio reception remains unsatisfactory in a proportion of the 
settlements inhabited by national minorities. The Pecs television studio is pro- 
ducing a German and a Serbo-Croatian program. Television broadcasting in the Ro- 
Manian language began in 1982 in the Szeged district studio, and the broadcasting 
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of a Slovak program will begin this year. However, the training of replacements 
for all the minority-language mass media is a problem. 


The Hurgarian-language mass media regularly offer writings and programs on minor- 
ity topics, and their quality is gradually improving. However, they must help 
to present the life of the minorities and our minority policy with more analyti- 
cal and properly orienting writings and programs than at present. 


The use of bilingual or multilingual Signs has been more common since 1979. To- 
day already 172 settlements are marked by bilingual highway signs. The response 
to this measure has been favorable; the minorities have been pleased; and the 
Hungarians, understanding. Foreigners visiting Hungary spoke of this measure 
with approval. The erection of bilingual placename signs along roads, and of 
bilingual signs of public buildings, is continuing. We do not regard this as a 
campaign, and especially not as a perfunctory matter, but as a continuous task. 
In recent years, minority-language entries have been more common in the regis- 
ters of births, marriages and deaths, and more institutions are being named 
after prominent minority personalities. It is proper for the nationality work- 
ing committees to propose the erection of more bilingual signs on public build- 
ings and stores. 


The associations of the Croatian, German, Romanian, Serbian, Slovak and Slovene 
national minorities living in Hungary represent their constitutional rights and 
collective interests. They are social organs with national competence. These 
associations are democratic social organizations with wide possibilities for the 
performance of their specific function, the formulation and realization of na- 
tionality policy. They perform their activity on the basis of the MSZMP's policy, 
within the framework of the Patriotic People's Front, in cooperation with the 
state and social organs. Their fundamental objective is preservation and devel- 
opment of the native language, fostering of the specific minority culture, and 
political enlightment and organizing work among the national minorities for the 
purpose of realizing the building of a socialist society. It is the right and 
duty of the associations to present proposals and express their opinion on mat- 
ters affecting the national minorities. 


Experience indicates that the associations of the national minorities are perform- 
ing well their role as outlined above, and are representing with responsibility 
the specific needs and requirements of their national minorities. They provide 
assistance to minority citizens regarding the exercise of rights guaranteed by 
the constitution. Thev are acting with initiative in providing instruction in 
the minority language and in solving the cultural tasks. They are devoting sig- 
nificant attention to intensifying love of the common country, socialist Hungary, 
and they are fostering and developing friendship and cultural cooperation with 
the parent nation of their national minority. It has become a tradition for the 
asscciations to propose and organize, jointly with the local organs, national mi- 
nority meetings and days. They sponsor tours of the minority settlements by the 
best cultural ensembles. 


The associations’ cooperation with the party organs, local councils and the Pa- 
triotic People's Front is fruitful. Their relations with the masses and their 
internal democracy have developed further since their latest congresses. It will 
be expedient if the associations devote increased attention to the political and 
professional level of their apparatus and to the training of cadres, so that they 
will be able to meet the increasing social requirements. 
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The associations Will be holding their congresses this fall, important events in 
their social lives. The congresses will provide a good opportunity to sum up 
the situation of the national minorities living in Hungary and the implementa- 
tion of our nationality pclicy, and to analyze how the national minorities are 
participating in building socialism and strengthening society's unity. 


It will be the task of the congresses to define the tasks through which minority 
workers can be included more closely in the solution of the objectives confront- 
ing the nation and in the work of the associations. It is desirable that the 
recommendations of the congresses inspire the minority population to better 
utilize the already existing opportunities. At the same time they must strive 
to formulate requirements that are realistic. 


Prior to the congresses this autumn, local meetings will evaluate the situation 
of the national minorities and will elect the congress delegates. The local or- 
gans must actively participate with the associations in preparing these import- 
ant forums. 


As already the 12th party congress pointed out, to spread awareness of the poli- 
tical and social importance of the nation-nationalities issue is the task of not 
only the Communists living in minority areas, but of every party member as well. 
Therefore it will be appropriate to speak also of how the party organizations 
can aid knowledge and realization of nationality policy. 


The most important is to urge party members to become acquainted with the prin- 
ciples and practice of the MSZMP's nationality policy. The various forms of 
party education and the political debeting circles provide a good opportunity 
for a better understanding of this circle of questions. Party members must con- 
tinue to spread awareness of the party, state and social organs' responsibility, 
and to aid and control the practical assertion of the principles of nationality 
policy. They must strive to achieve that the nationality committees aid more 
effectively the elaboration and fulfillment of local tasks. Among minority 
youths they must support the initiatives of the national minorities’ associa- 
tions and of the KISZ organizations. In minority settlements they must encour- 
age increaSing acceptance of holding family events (name-giving ceremonies, 
weddings, funerals), and also political and social ceremonies, in the native 
language. They must support proposals for improving the minority population's 
cultural conditions, and urge th2 efforts necessary to this end. Where warrant- 
ed and necessary, they should sup2ort the erection of bilingual or multilingual 
road and other signs, and the naming of streets, squares and institutions after 
prominent minority personalities. They must signal and represent the needs of 
the minority population, and must oppose the narrow-minded views that reject im- 
provement of the minorities’ cultural conditions. Where feasible, it is expedi- 
ent to utilize the opportunities inherent in relations across the border. 


With the practical application of Lenin's nationality policy we have achieved 
that in the Hungarian People's Republic there are no unsolved basic problems in 
relation with the national minorities. Our results are significant, but the im- 
plementation of this policy can be imagined only as a continuous process. Evalu- 
ation of the road already covered should inspire us to further action for the 
fulfillment of our policy on national minorities. 
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POLAND 


PROVINCIAL WORKERS' SELF-GOVEFNMENT NOTED 
Self-Government Organs on Economizing 
Bydgoszcz GAZETA POMORSKA in Polish 24 May 83 pp 3, 4 


[Article by Maria Szczuka: "Self-Government Organs Approve. What, Where and 
How to Economize?"/ 


/Text/ It is generally known that we are manufacturing more 
expensively and worse than others. The problem how to change 
this situation is raised now before the fora of workers self- 
governments conferences. As a matter of fact, we still 

don't have in our region many representative organs that got 
out of the phase of organization and engaged in their 
substantial activities; even less numerous are those which 
pronounced already their opinion on the enterprises saving 
programs and approved them. This does not, however, reduce 
the importance of the first. comments and reflections, hopes 
and concerns associated with the analysis of the possibilities 
of a more efficient administration in the enterprise. 


Steel Central to Program 


In the Drumet Cable and Wire Factory in Wloclawek the program was born in this 

way: in the first place the director's order obligated the managers to elaborate 
programs in their departments, then a discussion on the program during production 
conferences or open meetings of the department's party organizations and acceptance 
of the plan by the workers council at a joint meeting with the executive of the 
basic party organization and the trade union founding committee. A discussion 

on this problem is foreseen during a meeting of the staff representatives. 


Certainly, it should be considered as positive that this plan came into being 
near the workplaces where reserves in forces and means are best seen, and that 
possibilities have been created for the whole staff to pronounce its opinion on 
this important subject. 

"Many propositions worth implementing fall during the meetings," says the 
chairman of the Workers Council Wojciech Galkiewicz (professionally the manager 
of the wire drawing workshop), "e.g. the quality control employees called to 
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attention the fact that we are throwing away as waste paper hundreds of thousands 
of zlotys in the form of cardboard labels used only once during the storage 
period prior to the expedition to export products. Each label is equivalent 

to one zloty that could be retained in the cash register drawer by using plastic 
labels suitable for repeated use. There came also from the meeting-room an 
appeal to our designers to make the wire-winding process more efficient, because 
it often happens that even due to minor damages to the winding machine the wire 
gets tangled on the reel. Such a tangled wire is sometimes cf no use and it can 
be only 


The meetings with the staff on the one hand enriched the program, on the other 
hand caused that all the claptrap and vague or unrealistic aims, requiring high 
financial investments that cannot be afforded at present by the enterprise, 
were removed from the program. As a result, 26 motions were adopted and this 
should provide, approximately, economic improvements in the range of 37.5 
million zlotys. Central to the program is the steel economy, which has to 
reduce the costs of production by 20 million zlotys or 800 tons when calculating 
in standard units (last year the consumption fell by 1800 tons). Where should 
one look for this steel? Quite simply in the works yard. This is the very 
spot where the so-called wire-rod lay corroding for years, while new deliveries 
that are easier to prepare are taken for processing. Even if somebody reaches, 
for lack of something better, to the old reserves, he has to expect a high 
amount of discards. And his is a source of waste. The quantity of waste 
materials can also be significantly reduced by introducing the obligation to 
carry out internal tests of the coal content in smelting and to qualify on this 
basis the raw material for the production of adequate mixtures. 





Numerous large and small reserves were found. The classic waste in "hewing" 
rollers to the required dimensions, throwing out to scrap the remnants of steel 
cables that the farmers look for without avail, the administration overgrown, 
all these touchy problems became the subject of an open, public discussion. It 
is alarming, however, that it was impossible to draw into the discussion broader 
workers’ circles. In the open meeting of the department's party organizations 
participated, besides party members, only unaffiliated persons. Many workers 
seem distrustful of the programs, little interested in the methods of reducing 
costs, convinced that everything depends, things as stand, upon external factors 
and not upon their work. Because it proves that money is, at present, the 
strongest incentive, during the last meeting it was decided to prepare a special 
regulation on remuneration for the implementing of money-saving and anti-inflation 
activities. 








Where are the limits of saving? 

"Should the mechanisms of the reform operate efficiently," chairman of the 
workers’ council of the Kopernik Torun Gingerbread and Sugar Products Factory, 
Zdzislawa Olszewska (specialist for the work safety and hygiene problems) says, 
pointing to another important problem no supplementary programs be necessary 
that people feel rather distrustful of." 


The saving plan of Kopernik, accepted by the council, does not contain any 
special revelations. "The factory has always been administrated economically," 
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explains the chairman, "so that there doesn't exist, at present, a chance to 

show what we can do. That does not mean, however, that there is nothing in the 
production process to be improved. It would be worthwhile to integrate the 

days off; it has been decided, in order not to have to employ stokers for night 
shifts, illuminate the workshops or fire the furnaces for one day of production 
only, as on Friday after Corpus Christi. On this day the staff shall rest, 
working, in return, on a free Saturday. The ‘fight’ against vermin has to be 
intensified, so that the Sanitary and Epidemiology authorities shall have no 
reasons to stop production. It is worthwhile to buy four more trucks and give 

up the expensive services of the State Motorcar Transport enterprise. Tightened 
cooperation between the sale and supply department should obviously be established, 
because sometimes the left hand doesn't know what the right hand is doing and 

the trucks are running empty in one direction. It would be worthwhile to reach 
for the zlotys that lie about in the factory in the form of wastepaper, scrap, 
flour sweeps, wafer dough, etc. Goals of this kind are listed in the workplan. 
They are small, but concrete and real." 
"The bookkeeping has calculated costs," says Z. Olszewska, "and it proves that, 
except for transport, they are below the plan. This means that we are adminis- 
trating in a reasonable way. We are running out of simple reserves. After 
all, there exist somewhere a limit to saving." 


Where? How can be measured whether the enterprise is close to the best use of 
its capacity? The longings for an objective criterion appear not only in this 
enterprise. The practice, so far in force, that all effects are to be measured 
from the beginning with the beginning of every new calendar year, proved 
effectively that in spite of false appearances it is not worthwhile to make 
efforts to call into play all reserves, without any remaining. It is more 
difficult to improve results measured again and again from the beginning, as 
the crossbar is placed higher. 





To Learn the Intensity of Waste 


To draw attention to this extremely essential problem were also speakers from 
the Industrial Building Enterprise of Bydgoszcz: the chairman of the Workers 
Council, Marek Ziolkowski (specialist for the problems of analysis in the 
planning department), and the council's secretary Jozef Kruszynski from the 
designers team. 


"We have, unfortunately, the highest productivity factor in the whole association," 
he says. ‘The governmental program assumes an increase of productivity in the 
building industry by 20 percent but it doesn't say with relation to what a value, 
And maybe, we cannot go farther. After all, we are already ahead of all the 
others.” 





"The governmental program contains many more unknowns. It provides economies 
in cement of 8.5 to 9.9 percent, in rolled products of 5.5 to 7.4 percent. On 
what a basis are made these forecasts? Where are these data from? 


"We here at the bottom do not know how to make these accurate calculations," 
say the self-government activists. "Frankly speaking, who knows how many 
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materials are wasted or stolen on building sites? The often-used determination 
"too much’ is not worth a straw...." 


Yes, it is possible to figure out that the withdrawal from exploitation of the 
fuel-consuming Zil trucks shall provide 20 tons, i.e, 700,000 zlotys of savings, 
that the switching off of transformer stations during days off shall bring 
160,000 zlotys and the use of condensers 75,000, but let us have the courage to 
say that we don't know exactly the consumption of steel how much could be 
reduced, or of glass and cement, when carrying out the present projects, or 

how great is the degree of waste. In order to learn this, a limitation of 
materials should be introduced. And this, according to the opinion of the 
speakers from the Industrial Building Enterprise, should be written in the 
program in large type. Because if results that construction of a dairy, for 
example, requires so much cement, glass, lumber, glaze, and so many working 

hours (the productivity factor does not give an objective image), the administra- 
tion on the building-site will, finally, discover its secrets, If it happens 
that concrete-mixing workers will pour out 18 instead of 20 centimeters of 
subgrade or break off plasters, some kilograms of paint will "disappear," an 
alarm will ring about the shortage of materials. This shall be the first step 

to set the administration in order. The next shall be the analysis of consumption 
standards. 


"This idea is not a new one," declares chairman Ziolkowski. "Each new Construction 
Industry minister announced the introduction of limitations. In our enterprise 

we have already tried several times to do it. This system is very inconvenient 

for many persons. During the meeting of our council--the program has not been 
approved yet--we must find the answer why this idea has fizzled out so far. If 

we are not able to convince the people of this idea, it shall be a waste of paper 
and time to look for economies. The program has to be constructed from the 
foundations." 


What is positive: the councils have taken care, so far, to remove useless 
slogans and watchwords from the programs. They care for the reality and 
reliability of the plans. They are making attempts to gain the interest of all 
workers in the subject, through individual discussions, meetings or renumeration 
systems, but this has met with a varying success. What is negative: the 
representative organs are feeling unsure and lost in implementing once more a 
new structure into the mechanisms of the reform. The governmental document 
announces a systematic control of the programs by the national councils, 
ministerial colleges, specialized control organs. What shall be the role of the 
representative organ among this army of controllers? What kind of sanctions, 

if any, menace the enterprise (besides economic ones) if it does not fulfill 

the accepted obligations? How should the representatives of a self-governed 
enterprise react to the suggestions, advice, directives and indexes, flowing from 
the top in various forms? Who and in what form will be able to interfere in the 
plans accepted by the self-governments if they will prove too cautious, not 
fulfilling the expectations of the "top"? At the back of all these questions 
lurks the fear of a return to the old command and bureaucratic style of governing. 
Those and similar causes of despondence of self-government activists should be 
dispelled as soon as possible, if they are to gain their indifferent and 
distrustful staffs for the programs. We know already from the not so distant 
past what can be achieved by means of directives coming from the top and plans 
made to match with them. This method must not be repeated once more. 
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Understanding, Most Important in Society 
Gdansk DZIENNIK BALTYCKI in Polish 24 May 83 p 3 


[Article by Marian Dlugolecki: ''The Most Important Problems. Understanding, 
but Struggle"/ 


/Text/ The time of Polish deliberations still lasts and the 
past days brought a handful of events that represent a 
"circumstantial proof." I am thinking about the last session 
of the Politburo that gave us material for consideration 
although it was of a "schedule type." The Politburo was 
concerned with the political and social life of associations 
and the educational work in the universities. Both problems 
are extremely important! 


The associations are of a great importance and the universities are of a great 
importance as well. The associations, because they associate, as it has been 
stressed by the Politburo, many million people, in particular those who call 
themselves the "intelligentsia" and, even more particularly, those who want to 
work in a creative, innovatory way, with passion and disinterestedly. They join 
people having similar aims. Here it is not a question of praising one of then, 
but it is fitting to recall the quite extraordinary cultural achievements of 
regional associations or, on the other hand, of the technical ones. The regional 
associations are, in some way, the adornment of their region, its soul, while 
the technical ones associate those people who would like to raise our technology 
to the summit. 


Not all of the associations started their activities. The writers and actors 
are still inactive and the artists have, at present, an interlude in their 
activities. 


Again and again new problems keep breaking out, difficult to unravel because 
they are overgrown with passions and emotions. Why does it happen? Who has 
troubles with whom? Is it said milieus with the authorities or the authvurities 
with them? We journalists know very well that the representatives of some 
associations still refuse to give interviews for the press. It is characteristic: 
the motive go to "the underground." You know, I have no time, not today, let 

us wait, I didn't distinguish myself by anything, why write about me! That's 
the long list of arguments. And the truth is that this is not an accident. 
There has been a political struggle under way in our country, both before 

August 1980 and after August 1980 and all the more after December 1981 and this 
should not be falsified nor called by any other name. Between the writers and 
the authorities, the actors and the authorities, the artists and the authorities 
there exist determined political problems that are, let us quickly add, a 
left-over of the period before December. Some people have it in mind that it 
may be in the future as it was in the past, that tomorrow or next month it may 
be once more so as it was before December. What more, those "some people" think 
that the key is in the hands of the authorities and everything depends upon the 
authorities. Because if you would drive the authorities into a cormner...! 














This form of "exerting pressure" has nothing in common with the understanding 

of politics. I am quoting W. Jaruzelski from his speech before the Congress of 
the Patriotic Council for National Rebirth: "We don't want to multiply the 
enemies when our country needs every pair of hands." The authorities are looking 
for an understanding, this course is evident. So why do these associations wait 
for such a long time for bringing into line their attitude towards the idea of 
understanding? Well, because they can strut in plumes of pseudoheroes, of those 
who "persist at the longest." And what shall happen if the farmer would like 
also to “persist at the longest"? And a power plant worker? Or a medicine 
doctor? Gentlemen--one would like to propose--stop to take offense at the reality 
because you will get ubried in the dust of your past! 


To this line of "persisting at the longest" acceded in various groups students. 
They apparently learn, they apparently attend lectures, they pass, apparently, 
their examinations, but they also want to "persist at the longest." How long? 
For the whole period of studied, for 5 years? It is an expensive social output 
for such attempts to "persist at the longest." This aspect of costs should be 
taken into consideration because make-believe education is of no use to anybody 
and in particular not to the society or to the country. "Less, but better,''--this 
slogan is not stupid. In this case the understanding with these groups of 
students should consist, first, in development of educational work. And it would 
consist in a continuous dialogue with the present time, in a discussion with the 
present time. And where can this be done in the best way? First of all in the 
youth organizations. In the Union of Polish Students, in the Union of Polish 
Socialistic Youth, in the Union of Country Youth. There do not exist and there 
shall never be a better platform. 


From what I have written above it results unequivocally that the struggle for 
understanding shall be an arduous and long process. Especially because the 
understanding will be the more stable and fruitful the- more it shall be created 
by the knowledge of a need for understanding, by good will and by the conception 
that this good will is a preliminary condition. 


It seems that the relations between the Church and the authorities are a good 
example and they are the reason for such a favorable event as the papal visit. 
Yes, some people say, but the Church has a 1000-year-old tradition of pursuing 
politics. But the Church undertakes understanding in the categories of its own 
responsibility before society. And those who do not even dream by night of any 
categories of responsibility may try to "persist at the longest," tease the 
authorities, delay and ravel the way to understanding. 


So should be estimated the "sensational" appeal that was signed by Walesa and 

with him by three, all in all, former branch and autonomous trade unions activists. 
This problem has been broadly commented upon by RZECZPOSPOLITA, the official 
governmental newspaper. 





In consequence, they want to support all these people who choose just this way 
of "persisting at the longest.” They want to encourage them and convince the 
having doubts and hesitating that their attitude makes sense. Whereas the 
government for a long time presents in public its view: understanding--yes, 
but if somebody chooses struggle, he has to consider the proper consequences. 
This attitude has been covered by a lapidary formula: understanding, but also 
struggle with those who consciously choose this struggle. 
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Workers’ Self-Government in Action 
Bialystok GAZETA WSPOLCZESNA in Polish 24 May 83 p 3 
/Article by Lucjan Pracki: "Self-Government in Action. The Common Cause"/ 


/Text/ The struggle for the rebirth of the workers’ self- 
government, for its real participation in the management 

of the enterprise, endures. Not long ago the Sejm Commission 
for Self-Government Affairs has evaluated the situation in 
this field during its second meeting with the activists of 
the workers’ councils. 


From the first meeting in September of last year many things 
have changed for the better. Among the 6,500 enterprises 
entitled to create a self-government, we already have nearly 
5,900 workers" councils while at the end of 1982 there were 
only 2,900. The progress is visible, although during the 
meeting a warning was rightly issued against a "statistical 
optimism." The fact of the existence of a workers’ council 
does not always mean that the self-government is operating 
in a proper way. It allows, however, to speak about a new 
stage in its development, a stage of engaging into practical 
action. 


It does not happen without obstacles and difficulties. These have various 
sources. The tradition of enterprise self-government, born in 1956, is embedded 
in the mind of the workers as their constitutional right. This is a great 
advantage and, at the same time, a trump in the struggle for the reactivation of 
the workers’ councils. But apart from good experiences, the staffs remember 
also numerous problems and setbacks. In the 1960's the self-government was 
dominated by the trade unions, in the 1970's it was subordinated to the admin- 
istration. In the beginning of the 1980's the trend shifted in the opposite 
direction. In the wake of the concept of the "Self-—Governed Republic" the newly 
elected workers’ councils found themselves under a prepotent influence of the 
Solidarity leadership and was forced to be of service to its confrontational 
goals. 


The resentments and entanglement of ideas that occurred from this background is 
known to them to this day. Some of the staffs look with distrust at the 
institution of self-government itself, fearing that it will be once more 
subordinated to somebody else. This distrust is being deepened by the fact 

that the reactivation of the workers’ councils takes place during a time of 
special juridical regulations, put in force for the period of the suspension of 
martial law. On the other hand, the opinion is often heard that in a self-governed 
enterprise the workers" council can do what it wants and is not obliged, there- 
fore, to adapt its statute or its activities to the requirements of the bill, 
that is, of the law. Because of this opinion, any changes are reckoned to be an 
attempt against the self-government, and not an effort to assist it. 
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Between these extremes is included a whole scale of intermediate situations and 
opinions. All of them are a proof of the tumult that is current among part of 

the staffs and workers' councils, and of the insufficient knowledge of regulations. 
The bill provides the self-government with rights that it never had before and 

that enable its real participation in the management of the enterprise. And the 
economic reform makes the self-government a fundamental element of the changes 

in the system of administration and management. True enough, the road from the 
regulations to practice in conformity with them is long, but this is a quite 
different problem. In any case there exists a field for activities. 


The legal restraints concern only two more important problems: the list of 1,400 
enterprises where the director is nominated by the founding organ and the possi- 
bility of suspending the self-government in case of its infringing on the legal 
order and social interest (the authorities have, so far taken advantage of this 
right only once). These restraints do not make, in practice, the self-government 
submissive, as the opponents want it, because all the other decisions of the bill 
keep their valid force. 


The majority, at least, of the workers" councils is aware of this fact and, in 
spite of various difficulties, is developing its activities, this being of good 
service to make use of the reserves for more efficient operations. The most 
important problem consists, at present, in getting this truth to all other 
workers’ councils. But even those which had a good start are, in many cases, 
in need of help from the local consulting teams and party organizations. 


The enterprise's administration, accustomed in the past to an exclusive management, 
is sometimes not eager to recognize the self-governing partner. It pushes its 
interests to the peripheries of the activities of the enterprise, stints oun 
information, etc. But the bill on self-government is obligatory for the directors, 
too. Moreover, they are often party members and have an obligation to realize 

this line. 


A great problem for the workers' councils is the difficulty to see their way 
through the mechanisms of the reform and the methods of using them. A valuable 
source of help for them may be the initiative of the Citizens Committee for 
National Rebirth of the National Bank of Poland head office. It has been decided 
that the inspectors of the National Bank of Poland branch offices, collaborating 
with individual enterprises and having the best knowledge of their economic and 
financial situation, may impart to the workers" councils all necessary infcrma- 
tion, advice and opinion. It is worthwhile to make an attempt to use this 
invaluable source of knowledge and inspiration. 


The development of the self-governments is a problem not only for the staff and 
the workers’ council. It is the problem of the realization of the constitutional 
principle of socialism, in the building of which the workers' class plays the 
leading role. It is also the problem of surmounting the crisis, of the success 
of the economic reform that cannot manage without the use of the collective 
wisdom of the workers and their self-governmental support. It is, therefore, 

our common cause. 
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POLAND 


PROVINCIAL PARTY ORGANIZATIONAL DEVELOPMENTS NOTED 
Party Work Themes 
Koszalin GLOS POMORZA in Polish 11 May 83 p 5 
[Article by wn: "What Is Going On In Party Organizations And Echelons"] 
[Text] There Is no Shortage of Subjects To Be Discussed 


Czluchow: The basic party organization [POP] in they Local Enterprise of 
Municipal and Housing Management in Czluchow has 30 members. A four-man 
executive board directs all the organization's activities; the board also has 
an excellent plan of action which includes ideological and educational 
activity. Comrade Krystyna Nowak, the first secretary, talks about the POP's 
activity: "I am a young secretary; I have had this position since September 
of last year. The entire executive board helps me in this position, as well 
as senior party comrades. Today, it is not easy to be a secretary of a 
party organization. In our POP, we focus particular attention on political- 
ideological work and on the formation of activist and involved attitudes. 

In recent years, even in recent months, there was much negligence in this 
area. The issue was clear and it reflected on the attitudes of our party 
members and their political work among the non-partisan elements of our 
society. 


"In our POP, we have a principle that political education classes be conduc- 
ted during the first part of every party meeting. Our own POP lecturers 
conduct these classes; they are supported considerably by the Municipal 
Committee with materials, meetings and lectures. Ideological, political and 
education problems, which touch upon the attitudes of the party membership 
and are important and pressing, are discussed during the classes. Themes, 
like the Church and state, and the economic reform, which was discussed as 

it referred to our enterprise, were of great interest. Attendance, like 

the questions and discussion, proves this fact. These meetings are necessary 
and very useful. 


"However, party organization activity in our Local Enterprise of Municipal 
and Housing Management is not limited only to the aforementioned. Systematic 
discussions are conducted here with party members who neglect their work in 
the POP, whether it be social or professional; above all, much attention is 
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focused on the work and living conditions of the enterprise's workforce and 
the correct formation of interpersonal relations." K. Nowak also says that 
there is no shortage of difficult issues which are bothering the workforce. 


The party organization also concerns itself conscientiously with the party 
members’ suggestions and proposals made at meetings and individual discus- 
Sions. As a rule, more suggestions are made at open POP meetings, which 
are organized here at the district level--if there is a desire to do so on 
the part of the POP or the workers, Recently, there was also a meeting on 
the work of city business establishments concerning what troubles people, 
principally female workers. The Party Municipal Committee delegated at a 
meeting representatives of municipal trade institutions, who answered 
questions on the spot, and in an offhand way made decisions on the issue 
of the implementation of several suggestions made by the workers. Of four 
suggestions made, three have already been settled. 


Currently, the POP is preparing for an open meeting to discuss the role of 
the motherland in the education of the younger generation. The POP secretary 
says that the issue is interesting and that the discussion will also be 
interesting. 


There is no shortage of topics to be discussed in the POP. The Patriotic 
Movement for National Rebirth [PRON], professional trade unions, youth 
organizations, housing construction of new... A 26-member circle of the 
Polish Socialist Youth Movement [ZSMP] is active at the plant. The POP 
secretary is also a member of the ZSMP, vice-chairperson of the ZSMP 
committee and a member of the PRON City-Provincial Council leadership the 
members of which work in the construction of a new apartment house. Likewise 
in September of this year, young people will receive the keys to 30 apart- 
ments. 


POP Political Activism 


Zlocieniec. Even today, there is still talk about this year's May Day 
demonstrations in Zlocienic. There was the mood, the activism of the party 
organizations, social, asthetic and visual propaganda and, above all, the 
impressive parade, in which 7,000 inhabitants from Zlocieniec and the country- 
side participated. Such a parade, such a political demonstration for 
national understanding, and the good work and activism for the benefit of 

the city, have not been seen in Zlocieniec for mary years. 


A similar scene, albeit in a different way and with different significance, 
was presented by the ceremonies on Victory Day. There were meetings with 
members of the Association of Fighters for Liberty and Democracy [ZBoWID], 
a torchlight parade, laying flowers beneath the monument and a roll call of 
those soldiers from the last war buried in military graves. There can be 
talk about an activization of the entire party organization in Zlocieniec. 
Comrade Krystyna Baraniecka, first secretary of the party Municipal and 
Rural Committee [KMiG] stated that the Zlocieniec organization is rather 
large and is known in Koszalin Province for its generosity and political 
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involvement. There are more than 880 party members and candidates in the 
Zlocieniec area and they are organized into 38 POPs and 4 party sectional 
organizations.. Four hundred thirty-eight, or 49.3 percent of all local 
party members, are workers; 46.8 percent, or 416 members, belong to the 
intelligentsia. The workers’ participation in the city and rural organiza- 
tion in Zlocieniec is one of the largest in Koszalin Province. The party 
KMiG first secretary stressed that this required the development of such 
forms and methods of party activity which result from the needs of working 
POPs. There are 285 female comrades, or 33 percent of its total, in the 
municipal and rural party organization. This is one of the strongest 
indicators in the provincial party organization. 


Seventy-two comrades live and work in the Zlocieniec area who have more than 
30 years of party membership. The day before May Day saw a meeting in 
Zlocieniec with this large group of veterans from the worker's movement. 
Three generations of party members took part in this meeting: veterans, 
their sons and young people, who had received their membership cards only 

in the last 2 or 3 years. This was an illustration of the political activ- 
ism of the party members, independent of age or party affiliation, it is 

an illustration of the continuity of the tradition of the worker's movement 
and today's work under the difficult conditions of a socioeconomic crisis, 
and in overcoming, step by step, these conditions. 


Basic Party Organizations In Gdansk 
Gdansk DZIENNIK BALTYCKI in Polish 12 May 83 p l 


[Letter from the Party Provincial Committee in Gdansk: "A Letter From the 
Executive Board of the Gdansk Party Provincial Organization to the Basic 
Party Organizations [POP] and Plant Circles of the Chief Technical Organiza- 
tion [NOT]"] 


[Text] An auspicious implementation of the provisions of the socioeconomic 
plan during the 1983-1985 time frame requires the active utilization of 
scientific and technological progress. Engineering-Technical Personnel 
presented a program for technology to assist in overcoming the crisis and 
solving the most pressing problems of our economy at the 20th Congress of 
Polish Technicians. The colossal intellectual potential of our workforces, 
engineer personnel and teciinological base are not being completely utilized. 
The role of technical and organizational progress and also the activity of 
inventors and rationalizers in solving complicated economic problems have 
been reduced in industry and other branches of the provincial economy. 
Positive and efficient activity by the inventors in our factories can be 
especially valuable for the economy. The majority of innovations has been 
technically adapted to the conditions and needs of the enterprise. From 
this viewpoint, these working plans can be a definite contribution to new 
technical solutions and can also become a source of inspiration for the 
continuation of research and development efforts. Today, where we are 
creating plant programs to economize, ideas and innovative plans are an 
initial reserve for our enterprise, a reserve which needs to be used in 
order to intensify the work process and an increase in production efficiency. 
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The Party Provincial Committee Executive Board appeals to all POPs and 

plant circles of NOT to create the conditions which will overcome the 
barriers to technical innovators and creators and their attempts to realize 
their useful ideas and concepts. The economic reform is creating a number 
of innovative solutions and opportunities in this regard. We need to aim at 
making every useful invention and effective concept, if it only profits the 
enterprise and society, appropriately, materially and morally satisfying to 
their creators. Changes in the law on inventions and executive regulations 
are moving in this direction. 


An increase in the creative activity of our workers, encouraged by their own 
successor by that of their colleagues, brings about not only visible economic 
effects for the enterprise, but also raises the attractiveness of the work; 
it increases emotional involvement and developes the right attitudes among 
the new, especially young workers. 


The Party Provincial Committee Executive Board in Gdansk obligates basic 
party organizations, in accordance with legal statutes, to complete a review 
and evaluation of the state of efficiency and invention in the factory and 
create the conditions for developing worker innovation. It is necessary to 
increase efficiency of plan implementation by the effective organization of 
their adoption, proper topic selection and processing. The goal is the 
fastest introduction of plans for production and complete utilization in the 
economy. In the fulfillment of these tasks, a natural ally is the plant 
circles of the Chief Technical Organization [NOT] and the growing number of 
technical and operational efficiency clubs. 


The Party Provincial Committee Executive Board appeals to engineer-technical 
personnel and inventors to totally participate in the development of technol- 
ogy and in the improvement of work and production organization, a key element 
in the struggle to end the economic crisis. 


Party Developments in Krowodrza Plants 
Krakow DZIENNIK POLSKI in Polish 12 May 83 p 6 


[Article by g: "Social and Living Issues of Workforces Are not Only 
Important Things" ] 


[Text] They did not discuss the easiest issues yesterday during the plenary 
proceedings of the Party District Committee [KD] in Krowodrza. Up to the 
present, the party has discussed ideological problems very unwillingly and 
often very loudly. People are even saying that ideological failings had a 
great impact on what has been happening in the country for the last several 
dozen months. 


A report prepared for the KD plenum in Krowodrza indicated that the most 


important social support for the party's positions, at least in this district, 
is in the construction and industrial centers. 
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It is far more difficult to carry on with party work in the planning offices, 
which are numerous in this district, and in the centers for science and 
education. Ideological work in the education center was evaluated yesterday 
as being wrong. Many teachers often forget about the state nature of their 
profession; but on the other hand, many plenum participants emphasized that 
the involvement of teachers is not helped by their material situation, the 
problem with teacher replacement and the center's dissatisfaction with the 
government's proposal to postpone certain measures of the Teacher's Charter. 


The following individuals inter alia participated in the plenary discussion 
in Krowodrza: Andrzej Zalucki, a Central Committee member and deputy of the 
director of the Foreign Department; Jan Czepiel, the party's Krakow Committee 
secretary; and Leonard Zukilewicz, the chairman of the Krakow Commission of 
Party Control. In their presence, Ryszard Wieczorek, a distinguished party 
activist and former director of the Cracovia Hotel Work Unit, was decorated 
with the Cavalry Cross of the Order of Polish Rebirth. 


Party Responsibility For Efficient Reform 
Poznan GAZETA POZNANSKA in Polish 12 May 83 ppl, 2 


[Article by na; "Responsibility of Party Members for Effectiveness of 
Reform" ] 


[Text] (Our own information) The Provincial Commission for Party Control 
[WKKP] deliberated on 10 May in Poznan. Tadeusz Nowicki, the vice-chairman 
of the Central Commission for Party Control; Edward Lukasik, the first 
secretary of the party provincial committee; and Bronislaw Steplowski, a 
provincial committee secretary, participated in the proceedings. The pro- 
blems of the responsibility of party members for the execution of the 
economic reform were pondered. In a wide-ranging discussion, the problems 
inter alia of the correct policy for prices and the barriers to the growth 
of work productivity were pointed out. The question of integrating working 
teams and the further moral rejuvenation of the society in Poznan Province 
was discussed. 


Based on the report of the WKKP presidium entitled: "The Tasks of the Pro- 
vincial Commission for Party Control in Poznan in Overcoming the Effects 

of the Economic Crisis”, and following discussion, the basic directions of 
the Commission's work were defined. Their realization is a condition for 
further strengthening the party's role and its leadership in the struggle 
against the results of the crisis. 


In organizational matters, the plenum accepted the resignation of Henryk 
Stach, who is retiring, from his position as WKKP chairman. Henryk Stach 
was heartily thanked for his many years of service and generous activity in 
the party. Next, the pelnum elected Marian Olszewski by secret ballot to 
the post of WKKP chairman. Up until now, M. Olszewski had been WKKP chair- 
man. 
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Economizing In Party Organizations 
Bydgoszcz GAZETA POMORSKA in Polish 19 May 83 p 3 
[Article by TES: "The Subject Is Economization"] 


[Text] Torun Province party organizations and their echelons are actively 
joining in the creation of plant economization programs. Basic party 
organization meetings dedicated to these subjects are taking place; party 
members make their own suggestions and voice ideas which point out ways to 
conduct the economization management in the enterprises. 


Only "Made in Poland" 


In certain factories, economization initiatives were already made even 
before the publication of the government's program. The Grudziadzka Warma 
factory belongs to those factories mentioned above. At Warma, the inspira- 
tion for these activities was the party Plant Committee on matters of prices 
and costs. 


Adam Piotrowski from the plant construction office and a party plant commit- 
tee member put it this way: 


"We face the problem of maintaining the export production of CEMA countries, 
in which we, as processors of devices which protect the seas, are monopolists 
with a serious shortage of several import items, including stainless and 
acid-resistant steel. We had only one way out: to cut down as much as 
possible on their usage; this is exactly what the Plant Committee commission 
proposed. Above all, this was a task for contractors, who are most able to 
deal with it. A new type of boiler for ships' kitchens has been developed; 
because of modernization, the boiler has been "slimmed down: by a third. 
This will save 30 tons of high-quality steel annually. This same goal was 
served by the construction of prototypes of a new human waste treatment unit 
which removes water flowing from onboard into the sea. The efforts of the 
factories are moving in the direction of eliminating the dollar import of 
certain devices. A Warma proposal led to the national production of safety 
valves which have turned out better than those brought in from Holland. The 
same is true for thermostats. Together with Torun's Metalchemen plant and 
Koszalin's Unima factory, efforts are being undertaken to nationally produce 
pumps for removing waste and air-compressors for pro:essing the same." 


A. Piotrowski added: "We want our products to be made entirely in Poland. 
This requires the cooperation of various producers, and here I have to say 
that while we can easily come to an agreement with the small factories, as 
far as our plans are concerned, it is more difficult to do so with the larger 
ones. They do not consider the small orders to be profitable..." 


More Can Be Done 
As far as the economization program is concerned, the Ema~Apator Coastal 
Plants for Electrical Fixtures in Torun are also among the first to act 


early; in this case, from the beginning of 1983. 
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Plant Committee First Secretary Bogdan Szczukowski stated: "After the 
publication organization, that we should verify our program and enrich it. 

A plant commission and 9 problems solving teams, which will have represen- 
tatives from the Plant Committee, were appointed. The first working meetings 
showed that there were ways of further saving zlotys. For example, a 
division of the tool industry has the chance to reduce its costs by one 
million zlotys - by utilizing residual steel and parts from scrap elements, 
the refurbishment of certain appliances, and the clearance of those, not 

yet in use. The main mechanic section wants to save 700,000 zlotys by 
cutting the usage of various materials; the quality control section wants to 
save 600,000 zlotys thanks to the introduction of their own research findings 
instead of those recommended, A great deal of money can be saved by 
switching transport from wheel to rail. We also aim to improve the quality 
of several products which could lower our taxes. 


Better Quality - Less Waste 


The main directors of the economization "offensive" in the Grudziadzki 
Agromet-Unia are touching upon materials, resources and energies, as well as 
an improvement in the quality of produced machines. Meetings on this subject 
have already taken place in all District Party Organizations [OOP] and, as 
Zbigniew Piotrowski, a Plant Committee secretary stated, a great many 
interesting projects have been proposed. 


"At an OOP meeting in the chief technical section and testing plant, people 
proposed that we use a new method of processing the teeth of combines in 
order to increase their longevity by 30 percent. From an economization view- 
point, this suggestion is very important and allows a substantial reduction 
in the expenditure of material and effort. At the same meeting, people 
emphasized the need for the strict compliance with the technological policy 
for improving the quality of plow shares, which currently is rather differ- 
entiated in individual sections. From the OOP meeting, a proposal resulted 
in the welding-shop, which focused on the better utilization of electrodes 
which would lead to a reduction of their expenditure by 8 percent. Also 
proposed was a plan to repair welders’ gloves in the shop. Currently, these 
gloves are often thrown away because the seams burst. Thanks to this new 
procedure, we can save 80,000 zlotys annually, not to mention the many items 
of the gloves, which are difficult to come by. These were only several 
proposals from the many more made, 
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POLAND 


PROVINCIAL PRON ACTIVITIES REPOKTED 

Poznan Discussion of PRON Objectives 
Poznan GAZETA POZNANSKA in Polish 14 Mar 83 p 3 
/article by Lucyna Lyszczakowa/ 


[Text/ Poznan discussion of the objectives of the Patriotic 
Movement for National Rebirth /PRON/. We want harmony and 
understanding in matters essential to the nation and state. 


This was the first open meeting with the representatives of the signatories 
and the highest echelon of the political workers of PRON after publication of 
its program draft declaration. The Poznan weekly WPROST initiated this type 
of meeting which discussed the objectives and forms of this movement, the 
broadest social movement in Poland at the present time. 


WPROST's journalists also undertook the difficult role of hosting this meeting. 
On the invitation announcement were formulated the fundamental propositions of 
the discussion as seen by its organizers. These discussion points or proposi- 
tions contained typical problems and doubts which this movement arouses in 
society. Here are some typical questions; Can PRON count on broad social 
support? Should it be exclusively a movement that supports the authorities? 

Is active participation possible today and how should that be understood? 


I listened to different speakers late into the evening nearly late at night--for 
the meeting lasted until almost 10 o'clock--and I thought it worthwhile to make 
a brief record of those speeches that had a patriotic and civic character because 
of their concern over the fate of the nation and state, and were an act of good 
will and a demonstration of political activity for the benefit of the homeland. 


Professor Witold Jakobczyk recalled the positivist traditions of good honest 
hard work typical of Poznan and what effective traditions they were for those 
times in which Hipolit Cegielski lived. His remarks during the general assembly 
of the Society for Scientific Assistance in Poznan over 100 years ago maintain 
their currency today, for he stated that perseverance by any organization in the 
pursuit of an assigned and consciously thought out goal is the only way to 
instill public confidence. And this does not happen by accident. Good organiza- 
tion of day-to-day life and work is a rational and consistent operation. 
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Afterwards Professor Marian Orzechowski, secretary general of the Provisional 
National Council of PRON, integrated into his speech these same values, typical 
of Poznan yet worthwhile for the entire country. He said, among other things, 
that in PRON's declaration one cannot fall short of the beautiful examples and 
work as imparted to it by such noted leaders, authors and positivists as Ludwik 
Krzywicki, Cyprian Kamil Norwid /sic/, Stefan Zeromski /sic/ and Edward Abramowski. 


Such a sense of patriotism is also needed in our times. By elucidating doubts 
that were expressed in the discussion, Professor Orzechowski stated categorically 
that PRON is a societal support for socialism and accepts authority only in that 
area in which it remains true to the ideals of socialism. It will stand guard 

so that those errors committed as a result of straying from the road to socialism 
are not repeated. In this area, PRON has the right to cricicize; however, 

today no one, not even PRON, has a monopoly on patriotism. This is not a time 
for pronouncements. It is necessary to begin at last doing things in a concrete 
manner. 


In turn, many have had doubts whether PRON is necessary and what will happen 

to it when the crisis is over. The answer has been clear: PRON is not by 
nature a preparation for troubled times, rather it is new quality of a regulatory 
nature. And as such it will be able to implement its political tasks only after 
social and economic conditions have returned to normal. In the period of 
stabilization, PRON's ambition is to take on the role of a specific monitoring 
system in case something begins to deteriorate in social relationships. It also 
wishes to be a vehicle for changes in the area of social and legal regulatory 
policy. Moreover, it is not a question of society opposing the authorities, for 
after all, what is society? Of course, homogeneity in a society is a fiction, 
Since it is very divided. Moreover, these divisions are not just between 
society and the authorities but go much deeper and are very complicated. We 
wish to attain harmony and understanding in matters essential to the nation and 
State, M. Orzechowski said. 


Much has been said in the discussion on the need for renewal, and this is most 
frequently understood in a one-sided manner: as renewal in the party, in the 
government. 


At the same time, Professor Jerzy Ozdowski, in responding to this, emphasized 
that renewal cannot and should not concern just the authorities. It must be a 
universal concept. It must indeed touch every man. The movement of national 
rebirth puts heavy emphasis on humanism, the importance of the human being and 
faith in him. It also strongly emphasizes respect for his individuality and 
trusts his sense of freedom and reason. 


In this regard, Professor Ozdowski considered the Poznan meeting very important 
for PRON. He also stated that it confirmed the correctness of those views 

which take into account the social pressures existing in the hearts and minds 

of the people in Poland today; it is precisely these kinds of social discussions 
dealing with the most important problems of national life taht are needed. And 
this is what PROD and its tasks are all about. 














It was also said during these discussions that PRON should try, as an act of 
mercy, to exempt young people from punishment. These young people have become 
tools of political adventurers, and youth's enthusiasm and patriotism allow 
these adventurers to benefit at our country's expense. 


Andrzej Elbanowski, a lawyer representing PRON's Provisional Voivodship Council, 
informed the gathering of steps taken earlier by PRON with this goal in mind. 


August Kogut, a leader of PRON's Provisional Voivodship Council /TRW/, replying 
to question and doubts as to the reasonableness of linking higher party and 
State functions with participation in PRON, recalled that this movement is open 
to everyone--party and nonparty members, members of religious communities, as 
well as workers and professors. For PRON is the place for dialogue that takes 
in the whole society--dialogue that is not necessarily between two diametrically 
opposed camps. Nor is it a one-sided dialogue that merely concerns itself with 
what best suits the will of society: it is also concerned with national interest 
in creating socialism in Poland. Our road, he said, is wide, bumpy and very 
steep, so we need not fear any heavy traffic on it. At the same time, however, 
there is and can be no other road except the one that seeks understanding for 
all who love Poland. 


Many people still have not made up their minds--the discussion in the Hall of 
Dzialynskis' Malinowa Palace pointed this up--whether to join PRON or adopt a 
wait-and-see attitude. 


Professor Orzechowski stated in part that when various organizations join PRON 
this still does not mean that all of their member automatically become PRON 
members. This is simply proof that these organizations accept and support the 
Patriotic Movement. On the other hand, we are not indifferent to what kinds of 
conditions under which our country will exist, or to whether we will win the 
race with time, so that what we lose now will not take years to gain back later 
on. As a member of PRON and at the same time of PZPR, a party which feels 
responsibility for the present and future of Poland--although as a party it 

is also aware of its mistakes and experiences--I cannot stand idly by. For at 
stake here is the life of our people and state, M. Orzechowski said. 


Convincing society of these basic realities and conditions of our present and 
future is the primary task of the meetings organized by PRON leaders or those 
meetings which have their support. From this point of view the meeting in 
Dzialynskis' Palace has fulfilled its task. 


PRON Campaign on Daily Problems 
Rzeszow NOWINY in Polish 18 Mar 83 pp l, 2 
/Article by Z.D./ 
/Text/ PRON's precongress campaign goes on. Debate over the most important 
problems of the day. Electoral-program meetings and conferences in particular 
PRON elements are still in progress. These are either conferences in already 
existing citizen committees for national rebirth or meetings with citizens from 


a particular village and representatives of workforces at which decisions on 
forming elements of the movement are taken up. 
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They are an occasion for discussing drafts of basic documents that define the 
ideological form of the movement and its place in our sociopolitical life--for 
drafting PRON's declarations and legal foundations, exchanging points of view 
between political workers, and sharing observations on the subject of forms 

and effects of work completed so far. This is a time for talking about everyday 
problems worrying party circles_and determining the role of OKON /Citizen's 
Committees for National Rebirth/ and PRON councils in solving them. 


At the same time representatives from villages and workplaces of PRON elements 

are gathering at gmina /parish/ and city conferences, in order to complete 

their selection of delegates to voivodship congresses. The precongress campaign 
that has made the most progress is in Przemysl Voivodship. Today's conferences 

in Stary Dzikow, Wiazownica, Pawlosiow, Pruchnik and in the Przeworsk and Dynow 
gminas are concluding the precongress campaign at the basic level. During these 
conferences in the entire voivodship, 112 persons have been entrusted with the 
mandates for the voivodship congress to be held on 8 April of this year. In 
addition, during the municipal conferences in Jaroslaw and Przemysl five delegates 
have already been elected to PRON's National Congress. 


In Krosno Voivodship the precongress campaign in the gminas will end on 26 March. 
So far 17 conference have already deliberated; conferences are planned for today 
in Komancz, Olszanica, Sanok (gmina) and Bukow. Meanwhile on Friday in Rzeszow, 
representatives of the society at eight centers will have a debate over the 
place and role of the movement's elements in their own circles. Up till now 
this kind of discussions has taken place in Czudco, Kolbuszowa, Nowa Sarzyna, 
Tyczyna, Przeclaw, Rakszawa, Lezajsk (city), Ropczyce, Sedziszowa, Lancut (gmina) 
Stary Dzikow and Wisniowa. 


The manner in which PRON's electroal-program organizational campaigns have been 
set up in Tarnobrzesk Voivodship is somewhat different from the other voivodships. 
In Tarnobrzesk, it is anticipated that seven district councils will be in opera- 
tion. On page two, we are publishing information from one such council from 

the district of Stalowa Wola. Im the next round of conferences, PRON political 
workers are going to meet in the Tarnobrzeg and Sandomierz districts. 


In Tarnobrzesk the First Delegates Have Been Elected to the Congress 


PRON political workers from the Stalowa Wola District have been the first to 
undertake campaigns in the voivodship (12 and 13 March). Many conferences have 
been held--among them, those in Pysznica, Radomysl and Zaklikow gminas. Electoral- 
program conferences have also been conducted in numerous OKON's in Stalowa Wola 
itself. Candidates are being picked for PRON district councils and the voivodship 
congress. 


An important stage of the campaign in Tarnobrzesk was the district electoral- 
program council in Stalowa Wola at which, with the participation of gmina, 
factory and residential complex delegates of PRON elements, the progress of 
discussions up till now was summed up; moreover, delegates were elected to the 
movement's voivodship and national congress. 

















Most of the PRON elements have already sent their suggestions and proposals 

for the movement's draft of basic documents directly to PRON's Provisional 
Voivodship Council. From here much of the council's discussions has been devoted 
to the exchange of experiences of political activity undertaken so far. Jozef 
Bak from Stalowa Wola, Karol Puzio from Pysznica, Zygmunt Garbacz from Zaklikow 
and Ireneusz Wronski from Huta Stalowa Wola spoke on the effects of social 

work in their own circles and plans for the near future. Tagomierz Krasowski, 
first secretary of the KM /City Committee/ PZPR, also spoke at the discussion. 


Problems most crucial to individual circles, as borne out by the discussion, 
were the center of attraction for PRON political workers. Efforts have been 
made to aid in the fight against manifestations of social pathology; questions 
concerning supply and fair distribution of goods, educational and agricultural 
matters, and residential and communal economics were raised. Also taken up 
were many interventions in individual matters. The specifics upon which 
national understanding should be based were also discussed. In the course of 
the meeting, the need for rebuilding the worker-farmer alliance was strongly 
stressed. 


In the second part of the proceedings, 45 delegates to PRON's voivodship 
congress and 3 delegates to the national congress were elected. Mandates to the 
congress were entrusted to Jozef Bak and Edward Walachowski from Stalowa Wola 
and Zygmunt Barbacz from Zaklikow. 


Also participating in the proceedings were first secretary of the KW PZPR 
Janusz Bosiak, Voivode colonel Boguslaw Jazwiec and secretary of the Provisional 
Voivodship Council of PRON Jozef Pietrzak. 


PRON Basic Tasks for Life 
Opole TRYBUNA OPOLSKA in Polish 19-20 Mar 83 pp l, 2 
/Article by Kin/ 


/Text/ Basic tasks: working to improve living conditions. 
City-gmina PRON conferences in Krapkowice, Brzeski Lewin 

and Ozimek. Two days ago on 17 March, proceedings of the 
First City-Gmina Conference of the Provisional City-Gmina 
/GM/ of the Patriotic Cauncil for National Rebirth in 
Krapowice were held exactly 4 months since the creation--on 
the basis of OKON--of the first PRON elements and its 
Provisional Council in this area. There are presently 
gathered here some 250 people whose social activity is 
directed by a 26-man presidium, which is chaired by Janina 
Popiel. PRON political workers from different circles and 
generations met at the conference. These were the people on 
whose initiative the cell of the Krapokowice OKON was estab- 
lished in February 1982; also present were those who had 
begun to work from the moment PRON elements came into being 
(unfortunately, there were few representatives from the circle 
of young people). 
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During the course of the proceedings those gathered there heard the TRMG 
/City-Gmina Temporary Council/ presidium's reports on activities undertaken so 
far and became acquainted with PRON's precongress documents: a draft of 
declarations and legal principles. During a spontaneous and, at times, 
polemical discussion the most urgent tasks facing city activists assembled in 
PRON were brought up. There are quite a few problems here at the local and 
circle levels that need to be solved. These are seemingly small problems--for 
example, the need to deal with the oldest section of a town from an aesthetic 
point of view. There are also big problems that are difficult to cope with--for 
example, the need to modernize prefabricated purification sewage systems (which 
is an indispensable condition for developing a housing complex) and speeding 

up the construction of a hospital. 


In general, matters concerning circles dominated the discussion, because--as 
one organizer put it--PRON should not occupy itself with big policy questions 
in its own circle but with concrete complaints that make daily life difficult 
for citizens. 


In open balloting participants of the conference elected six delegates to 
PRON's voivodship conference and one delegate to the National Congress. At 
this highest forum, Maria Gruby, teacher, scout leader and PRON activist, will 
represent the Krapkowice Provisional Council. Jerzy Lipka, member of the PRON 
Provisional National Council, participated in the conference. City representa- 
tives of the political and administrative authorities, along with J. Bresinski, 
first secretary of the KM-G PZPR, and K. Karpinski, city and gmina head, were 
also in attendance. 


PRON's City-Gmina Provisional Council in Lewin-Brzesk was established on the 
basis of OKON on 15 November 1982, and Jana Mendla, director of a screws 
factory, was elected as its chairperson. At its first session the Provisional 
Council made an appeal to city and gmina inhabitants and worked out a program 
of action in which emphasis was placed on solving the most difficult problems 
facing circles. At a later date a series of meetings with the society took 
place that dealt with the popularization of the idea of national understanding 
as well as preparation for the electoral-program campaign in PRON. 


Just 2 days ago, on 17 March, the first city-gmina conference of the Provisional 
Council of the Patriotic Movement for National Rebirth was held in Lewin-Brzesk. 
Delegates and invited guests were entertained by managers of the screws factory 
who prepared an exhibit of models--agricultural machinery and the lastest screw 
products--for the sessions’ participants. During the course of the sessions, 
participants analyzed the basic documents of the precongress. At the discussion 
it was underlined that these basic douments answered the expectations, aspira- 
tions, and even the wishes of the city political workers of PRON. At the 
discussion, attention was also paid to the need for combatting social pathology 
and abnormalities of everyday life. Also emphasized was the need for broader 
participation by workers, women and youth in governmental bodies of PRON 
elements than in the past. It was acknowledged that calling forth gmina councils 
in Skorogoszcz and Losiow was necessary. 


A. Kostrzewa, J. Milosz and T. Krzyszkowski were elected as delegates to PRON's 
voivedship conference. 
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Representatives of political and administrative bodies and representatives of 
youth organizations participated in the sessions, which were well attended. 


REKKKKKRKKEK 


Since 19 November of last year the work of PRON's links in Ozimek has been 
coordinated by PRON's Provisional Council, whose chairman Boleslaw Palacz, a 
retired worker from the Malapanew Steel Works is a well-known social worker. 


The first weeks were spent in discussions and seeking ways to find the best 
formula for organizational activity; in the weeks that followed, the agenda 
was devoted to an active incorporation of Provisional Council members into the 
life of the circle. Indeed, in Ozimek, just as it is in other regions of the 
voivodship, PRON has not noticed a sharp increase in the number of activists 
because, like everywhere else, people are distrustful, discouraged and lost; 
however, those who have expressed a desire to become active do not lose heart 
at difficult beginnings. For the idea of PRON is simply this: breaking down 
barriers, winning over people, and convincing others that there is simply no 
other way but the way of understanding and national harmony. 


At PRON's city-gmina conference yesterday many discussants emphasized that 
patient attempts at convincing people of PRON's idea will still be the most 
important aim of political workers for a long time to come. It was also 
mentioned that the organization should gain the confidence of as many young 
people as possible. To maintain continuity of work, it is necessary to have a 
second shift and a cadre of reserves. It is well that in Ozimek PRON has 
supported a large number of teachers and people working with youth who can have 
an influence in gaining their confidence. Indeed the truth of the matter is 
that national understanding is formed in workplaces and housing complexes; 
initiatives that aspire to improve living as well as working conditions favor 
such an understanding. 


By taking its obligations and legal bases very seriously, PRON's Provisional 
Council in Ozimek does not wish anyone to give up his way of doing things. 

Nor does it suggest what is best for a particular circle. Since representatives 
of various circles have supported the PRON organization, a questionnaire has 

been worked out for them that contains questions regarding the forms of organi- 
zational activity and the most crucial problems to be solved. This questionnaire 
will be distributed among members of the organization, and its results, which 
enrich discussions and proposals, will permit elaborating such a plan in the 
future that will take into account the problems of urban dwellers as well as 
rural circles and enable the selection of the most suitable methods of work. 


In the discussions it was also postulated, among other things, that in the 
future PRON would be an organization which would work in close cooperation with 
councillors and deputies of the Opole district by acting as an intermediary 
between representatives of the authorities and society. 


At yesterday's conference four delegates were elected who will represent PRON 
political workers from the city and gmina of Ozimek at the voivodship conference 
in Opole. 


They are: Ryszard Dreling, Jerzy Kielot, Piotr Palacz, Krystyna Salbierz. 
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Poznan Discussion of PRON Program 
Poznan GLOS WIELKOPOLSKI in Polish 25, 26, 27 Mar 83 pp 3, 6 
/Article by Mariusz Galczynski/ 


/Text/ Discussing the PRON program: hopes as well as fears. There are hopes 
as well as fears connected with the formation of the newly instituted form of 
unity of Poles--the Patriotic Movement for National Rebirth. Included among 
these fears is a certain sensitivity toward the possibility of making the same 
old mistakes (characteristic of FJN /National Unity Front/), which is an even 
greater fear that the awareness of threats by new deviations. Hence it appears 
advisable to reveal these kinds of fears, whatever they are, in order to be 
forewarned of possible harm. Probably one of the most grievous sins of the 
past was the unassailable "nationalization" of the National Unity Front. FJN 
was in essence an instrument of state organizations, which reflected its 
institutional bearing by the fact that the chairman, often as not, was also 
the chairman of FJN's All-Polish Committee. Hence the organization could not 
assist in voluntary rank-and-file "vascularization," the consolidation of 
social links. 


The indispensability of the state, the key to institutional forms, ought not 

lead to a "belittling" of nonstate forms of organizing society. Lenin expressed 
this need by combatting attempts at "nationalizing" professional unions and by 
emphasizing their nonstate status as indispensable for defending society against 
bureaucratic degenerations of the state. And in this way the state is defended-- 
the state's service to society is its reason for existence. 


It is possible and necessary to extend this recommendation by Lenin not only 

to improving professional unions but other forms of societal organization. 

This includes PRON. Hence it would be necessary to introduce a rule that would 
have the performing of functions in the state apparatus separate from activity 

in PRON. The dissimilarity of positions, roles and methods of activity of these 
two all-national institutions--PRON a voluntary institution and a social movement 
by nature, the state a compulsory institution with an extensive apparatus of 
governmental bodies--should also be reflected in the distribution of civic 
activity by actual people. 


A second necessary modification should be the creation of a place for youth to 
engage in diverse civic activity. Without negating the purposefulness of opening 
up PRON involvement to all members of the older generation who so desire, PRON 
will become an authentic all-national and future-oriented organization if a 

place will be found in it for the expression of its own interests, while at the 
same time striving to take into account the interests of young people too. 


One of the absurdities peculiar to the past decade was the union of youth outside 
of FJN--in the Federation of Socialist Youth Unions. This meant that all young 
people were united and the federation acted in its name, somehow from the 
outside, beyond the all-national movement. 
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It has become necessary to correct this situation for two reasons. This time 
young people, more than ever before, are not involved in the work of youth 
Organizations. At the same time, coupled with ruining the chance for self- 
realization through acquiring consumer luxuries, there has appeared in Poland--as 
it has in other countries where a crisis of consumerism ideology has occurred--a 
demand by the young to be compensated for this in another area. Namely, the 
search for self-realization by being involved in movements that create the 

chance for fulfilling a social mission and fighting for change in social thinking 
and humanization of political activity. 


PRON might become a place for such young people's activity if conditions were 
found there for partnership-like activity based on laws having equal status 

with the old ones. These conditions are not found in young people's commissions 
or in commissions acting on behalf of youth. Nor are they found in the form of 

a merely decorative representation. But they are found in all organs and 
collectives of this movement--and in sufficient numbers to attain that indispens- 
able "critical mass," so that young people feel they have power in the movement. 
And afterwards they could recognize the movement as an instrument for providing 
power to their own activities that favor improving the republic in a manner 
suitable to the public and themselves. 


The next question is connected not just with the experiences of the past but 
with the threats of the future. We must be conscious of the fact that a lot 

of people who are politically active have lost the organizational forms of 
their activity. This applies equally to those eliminated from the party--and 
not just those who have been ethically disengaged from the party, but those who 
do not mix in with it for various reasons. This also applies to people who are 
intensely ideologically and politically active where they had been passive 
before. Thus we have to do with a mass of citizens who have been politically 
and ideologically activated but who, for various reasons, find no chance for 
activity in party ranks, political parties, youth organizations, and the like. 


After all this political activeness began earlier. The fact that the party did 
not take advantage of this in time, did not take the lead in dealing with our 
society's dissatisfaction (and such a possibility existed around the time of 
the Seventh Congress) resulted at first in a turnabout against the forces that 
represented real socialism, And afterwards this became quite suddenly a 
destructive force rather than a force for improvement. A number of those 
frustrated by the previous version of socialism "got trapped" by utopian socialism, 
while only an insignificant number consciously supported the counterrevolution. 
The counterrevolution was derailed. The dismantling of socialism with the help 
of utopian schemes suffered the same fate. But the politically active people 
remained. 














If a place is not found for them to be active politically in PRON--not just 
clapping their hands in applause but expressing their own opinions, thrashing 
out their own arguments, and coming to terms with the arguments of others and 
the like--a number of them may want to implement their need for political 
activity as an opposing force. This includes underground activities. Finally, 
from past experience in Poland we know this to be a threat. Now it has taken 
on incomparably more dramatic dimensions. 
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And this brings to mind the Hungarian experience. Years ago, after the 1956 
tragedy, the problem also existed there of people who were politically active 
from whom--given no chance for positive activity--an opposing force could be 
formed. This was avoided because in the wake of the well-known declaration "he 
who is not againt us is for us," chances for positive civic activity for everyone 
who so desired in the National Front (to name one organization) were created. 
This kind of activity made participation in civic life possible and satisfied 
people who were politically active. 


And finally a warning against a new form of one of the worst mistakes of the 
past. Namely, the tendency to usurp the representation of all citizens. There 
is a neat formula that says PRON is organized public opinion. Now, the 
exigencies of conduct in political culture would require that this formula be 
changed to read: PRON is the organized opinion of people who have been organized 
in PRON. This, of course, is less elegant in form but more precise in content. 


9 866 
CSO: 2600/739 
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GORZOW PROVINCE PARTY ACTIVITIES REPORTED 

Pre-Plenum on Party Roots 
Zielona Gora GAZETA LUBUSKA in Polish 17 May 83 p 3 
[Article by sc] 


[Text] Since the first months of the current year 

the preparations for the forthcoming Polish United 
Workers' Party Voivodship Committee [KW PZPR] plenary 
session have taken place in Gorzow, of which the topic 
will be the tasks of voivodship party organizations in 
the development of the ideological and educational 
activities, have already entered its final stage. These 
large-scale tasks determine simultaneously the nature 
and importance of the forthcoming plenum of which the 
debates as well as the approved resolutions will not 
only lay down the guidelines of the voivodship party 
organization's continuing ideological activity but also 
its tactics, concrete form and methods. There is a 
peculiar feedback occurring here though; quality, 
strength and effectiveness of the party actions depend 
primarily upon its ideological rebirth; whereas in 
return, the regaining by the party of its ideological 
strength and identity does depend upon the quality of 
its actions on the ideological, educational and 
propaganda front. 





To these themes the focus of attention of the discussions has been 
precisely devoted in the course of a series of the consultative preparatory 
meetings. These meetings, with the participation of the Agitation and 
Propaganda Department officials as well as the members of the KW PZPR 
Ideological Commission, were held in the educationa, cultural and 
journalistic milieus, and the working-class milieus: in the Stilion 
Synthetic Textiles Mills, Silwana Silk Plants, Bometx Window Equipment 
Works, in Barlinek and the Celuloza Paper Production Plant in Kostrzyn. 
These meetings ended up with a series of meetings with the basic party 
organizations’ secretaries and the body of party activities in the 8 
Gorzow Voivodship-located district centers of party work. These meetings 
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brought out many valuable considerations and remarks for the preparation 

of the plenum materials. To a great extent, these meetings resulted in 
critical remarks which had evaluated the hitherto political, ideological 
and educational activity in various areas and circles. During the Workers’ 
Party work Circles [ROPP] meetings in Mysloborz, Slubiec, Choszcznie 

and Strzelce Kraj, the focus of attention was devoted to the shortcomings 
in relation to the ideological and educational activity among youth. It 
was pointed to the lack of the monolithical and coherent system of education 
which would shape the attitudes and development of young people's 
consciousness from elementary school up to the workplace, the lack of 
preparation and the reluctance of teachers and educators as well as 
supervision and leadership cadre for the conduct of the ideological and 
educational work among pupils and young employees. The youth organizations, 
the Union of Polish Socialist Youth [ZSMP] and the Union of Rural Youth 
[ZMW] have not dealt with this either, although it comes within the scope 
of their basic tasks. In the course of the ROPP meetings in Mysloborz and 
Grozow, party ideological activity up to now was critically evaluated in 
the rural milieu and, also, concern was expressed because of the growing 
decline in the educational and cultural field in the countryside. In 
Gorzow and Miedzyrzecz, the ideological attitude of many party members, 
particularly those who assume leading positions in the administration, 
workplaces and other economic units, has been discussed broadly and 
critically. Their opinions, expressed publically, do not match frequently 
their attitudes and deeds, which in effect undermines the confidence of 
working people in the credibility of the party's ideological and propaganda 
work. This work must be consequently and continually corroborated by 
political, economic and social action and there cannot be any room for 
breaking the rules of social justice, nonobservance of the law or an 
arbitrary decisionmaking process. 


It has been postulated that the plenum conduct a carefull evaluation of 
ideological attitudes of party members as well as of the leadership cadre, 
and that it take appropriate measures in this respect. Aiso importance of 
extension of the party ideological front into the party, working class 

and leadership body has been underlined, as this activity should not be 
dealt by the full-time party apparat officials only. During the consultative 
meetings, a variety of other topical matters have been discussed concerning 
daily needs in relation to party ideological and educational activity 

as well as long-term tasks, such as the dissemination of the marxist- 
leninist theory and the values of socialism among party members and all 
society as well as the continuing interaction on social consciousness 
between the state and legal, moral, economic and historic spheres. One 
cannot help noticing, however, that in this discussion the focal point 
brought out into the open various hitherto-negative phenomena and short- 
comings, while the question of how to eliminate them had not been 
addressed; the concrete propositions of actions and solutions had not 

been tabled either. This important gap must be filled by the debates of 
the forth coming KW PZPR plenum. The participants of consultative 

meetings also approved the organizational schedule of its course. The 
schedule differs from the previous plenums. This time, it will be an 
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outdoors plenum in Miedzychodzie, and its participants will debate in four 
problem-solving groups: for ideological activity in a working class 
milieu, in rural milieu among youth as well as for the ideological work 

of leadership cadre. This course of the plenum debate, with the partici- 
pation of all participants of the debates, will allow to discuss broadly 
all aspects of the ideological and educational activity of the voivodship 
party organizations as well as to formulate in a program resolution, the 
concrete tasks of basic significance for its continuing development. 


Plenum on Party Ideological Effectiveness 
Zielona Gora GAZETA LUBUSKA in Polish 24 May 83 ppl, 2 


[Text] Yesterday, 23 May 1983, in the Local Culture 
House in Miedzychodzie, the Polish United Workers’ Party 
Voivodship Committee in Gorzow, held its plenary 
session. The members of the voivodship party organi- 
zation, assigned to four working groups, evaluated 
the current state of political work in the working 
class, rural and youth milieus as well as the quality 
of actions conducted in this field by the cadre and 
the ideological front aktiv. In the approved, 
resolution, at the end of the debates, the basic 
guidelines and tasks for the continuing ideological, 
political, educational and propaganda work of the 
voivodship party organization were recorded. In the 
debates, which were conducted by Florian Ratajczyk, 
KW PZPR first secretary, took part Jan Glowczyk, 
Politburo candidate member, PZPR Central Committee 
secretary. 


The Executive Board's introductory report was presented by Antoni Maslo, 

KW secretary. To begin with, he recalled briefly the essence and causes 

of the current political, social and economic crisis that has been harassing 
us, and asserted that today's plenum debates could not come down to the 
theoretical considerations over the state of building socialism in our 
country. 


These debates must consequently be an attempt to find an answer to the 
question of why after almost 40 years of building socialism in Poland, 
again we talk about the need to shape socialist principles, attitudes and 
behavior, and attempt to formulate conclusions and tasks resulting from 

the evaluation of the current social and political situation in the country 
and province. Also we must find an answer to the question of how to fight 
against political opponents--foreign and domestic--who used to and still 
continue to take advantage of all crisis-related phenomena in the country 
and party in order to weaken the credibility of socialism and party power, 
to sow ideological unrest, frequently by making use of the slogans and 
principles of the socialist social order hypocritically. Also we must keep 
in mind that the ideological and moral apathy caused, within a significant 
segment of the society, a negative reaction towards state power and almost 
all social institutions, that there is also a low level of political 
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culture, legal awareness and economic knowledge. Also one cannot fail to 
perceive the increased influence of the clergy on social life lately. From 
the evaluation of this situation result determined conclusions and tasks in 
the ideological and political work which serve to shape attitudes and social 
consciousness, to upgrade economic knowledge, to restore the credibility 

and the true, initial meaning of the ideals and principles of socialism, 

as well as to break away from the feeling of defeat occurring in some 
milieus, which fuel opinions on the impossibility of resolving our 
difficulties. 


"We are, however, committed," said A. Maslo, "to considering whether the 
actions so far undertaken by the party have been effective and followed the 
right direction, whether the contents of the 9th Congress resolutions and 
ensuing plenary PZPR Central Committee sessions have been implemented." 


We cannot assert that in our work, and particularly in the ideological 

and political sphere, we take advantage of our strengths and possibilities 
that the political struggle is conducted by us properly and effectively. 
There is a lot to be done to improve the party training system, which after 
all provides a fundamental instrument to all party members in the ideological 
struggle: the knowledge of the theory of marxism-leninism as well as of 

the universal principles of building socialism. Although the information- 
flow system has improved within the party and nobody can complain about 

the shortage or quality of the information-propaganda materials, still not 
all party echelons and organizations manage to utilize them correctly. 


The improvement of the work of workplaces; radio centers as well as the 
functioning of visual propaganda will require a great effort. An important 
role in the struggle for social consciousness is fulfilled by the mass 
media. In evaluating positively the work of local editorial boards and 

the fact that they managed to gain the confidence of readers, it is 
necessary to acknowledge, however, the need to continue the improvement 

of all their functions in order to fulfill social needs and expectations 
effectively. Also, we think, based on party meetings, meetings with the 
party aktiv and society's utterances, that leftovers of old habits from 

the period of the propaganda of success in the functioning of central means 
of communication, particularly television, should be eliminated as quickly 
as possible." 


In the next portion of his report, A. Maslo characterized broadly the 
origin and causes of the current state of ideological consciousness of 

the young generation, stressing the enormity of the desolation and confusion 
that struck youth's hearts and minds in the last years. In discussing the 
tasks in the sphere of political work that result from this situation, he 
put emphasis on the struggle for ideological attitudes and consciousness 

of youth which is actually the struggle for the socialist future of the 
country. "Its effectiveness depends upon strengthening the unit of action 
of the basic educational units such as the family, school, and workplaces 

as well as youth organizations." In the final portion of his report, 

A. Maslo discussed the tasks of cultural circles in shaping the socialist 
consciousness of society, underlining the importance of developing all forms 
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of cultural life in the rural milieu as well as the dissemination of reading 
habits. Also he pointed to the importance of a further support by all 

units and party members for the Patriotic Movement of National Rebirth, and 
particularly increasing the social scope of its interaction and the winning 
over of new activists and sympathizers, especially among young people. 
"Social mass organizations are also to fulfill important ideological and 
educational tasks, and particularly the Association for Polish-Soviet 
Friendship which should shape a correct, internationalist attitude in our 
society towards the Soviet nation. This is indispensable, particularly 

now when the political opponent still strives to fan the flame of anti- 
Sovietism in our country." A. Maslo asserted in his concluding notes, that 
"the tasks presented in ideological work for the voivodship party organization 
do not account for open-and-closed list of the most important goals for a 
near future. I think that today's debate will bring in a great many new 
remarks and propositions that will be included in the adopted resolution. 

It is necessary to bear in mind, however, that effectiveness and efficiency 
in the sphere of ideologicai and educational work depends above all upon 

its credibility, which can only be obtained through daily confirmation of 
consistence, perceived by working people, between proclaimed ideas and 
theories, and political, social and economic practice." 


Theses and topics discussed in the report were consecutively developed in 
the course of the debate conducted in the four working groups. The first 
group under the leadership of Antoni Maslo, KW secretary, discussed the 
question of ideological and propaganda work in the working class milieu. It 
was stressed that every socialist workplace, in addition to its production 
function, should fulfill an educational function, and ideological and 
political work not only should be the duty of the members of workplace 
party organizations but also of directors, cadre leadership as well as the 
economic aktiv. The results of this work should be visible in the daily 
life of a workplace. Among the conclusions aimed at increasing the leading 
role of workplace party organizations were, among others, the need to 
improve the party training system through upgrading lectures and Political 
and Educational Circles [OPIW] as well as to raise the standing of the 
Voivodship University of Marxism-Leninism [WUML]. In ideological and 
educational work one ought not to downplay the role of the schools attached 
to workplaces or of the problems and attitudes of the young people who 
attend then. 


In the debates of the first group, the following participants took, the 
floor: Jan Klejnowski, Czeslaw Barlog, Zygmunt Bugaj, Jerzy Wanat, Jerzy 
Radek, Tomasz Jablecki, Kazimierz Kaczmarek, Bogdan Dylewski, Ryszard 
Wolak, Stefan Petruch, Florian Nowicki and Michal Machnikowski. 


The second group under the leadership of Henryk Piekarski, KW secretary, 
discussed problems and tasks in the sphere of ideological activity with 
regard to the rural milieu. The relationship between ideology and economics 
in daily life has been pointed out, which sanctions at the same time the 
credibility and confidence of the countryside population in party policy and 
governmental actions to resolve agricultural problems. It has been stressed 
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that tasks and methods of conducting ideological and educational work must 
be adjusted to the specificity of the rural milieu, that to a greater extent 
individual methods of work by party members and the socioeconomic aktiv must 
be promoted. Teachers of rural schools, members of youth organizations as 
well as voivodship party organization officials, should be engaged in this 
work. Critical remarks were also directed at the work of the mass media 
and particularly of television. 


During the discussion, the following debaters took floor: Tadeusz Falinski, 
Tadeusz Rajna, Kazimierz Furman, Jerz Falinski, Wincenty Krawczyk, Kazimierz 
Pawlowski, Jerzy Bryk, Kazimerz Dabrowski and Edward Radecki. Stanislaw 
Nowak, Gorzow governor, who participated in the debates, shared many 
critical remarks and postulates of this group. 


The third group, under the leadership of Tadeusz Kazimierczak, KW 
Ideological Commission chairman, discussed problems of ideological activity 
in the youth milieu. The role of the party in defending the system of 
socialist values in education, the secular nature of schools and the 
philosophical principles of tolerance were pointed out. It was underlined 
that for the realization of these tasks the educational partnership of 
school boards, teachers’ faculty, school party and youth organizations as 
well as of parents and tutelar commissions and families, must exist. Among 
the conclusions: the need to supervise the system of national education 

as well as to recruit and educate teachers’ cadres, and to implement fully 
the Teacher's Charter as a positive element in selecting a cadre employed 
in cultural and educational centers which serve also to raise teachers' 
dignity and authority. 


In the discussion of the group, the following personalities took part: 
Tyszard Wilinski, Stanislaw Wlosek, Edward Kulesza, Miroslaw Sauter, 
Edward Korban, Jozef Przekwas and Florian Ratajczyk. 


The fourth group was led by Leszek Gocwinski, KW secretary. This working 
group discussed problems concerning the improvement of ideological 
activity of the members of the party apparat and socioeconomic aktiv. 


The need to improve further the organizational structures of the ideological 
front, and among other things, the rules of activity of provincial circles 
for party work. A great deal of attention has been devoted to the quality 
of political and propaganda work, stressing the importance of skilfully 
winning over society to the party's policy, as well as of values related 

to the regime of socialism. In this work, it is necessary to utilize even 
more widely the knowledge and skills of economic activists, members of youth 
and social organizations and PRON. Also the role of mass media was 

stressed in the dissemination of party policy, pointing out that journalists 
should be at the helm of the ideological front. It has been emphasized 

the full implementation of the Teacher's Charter as a factor of fundamental 
importance for the education the next generation. During the discussion, 
the following participants took floor: Stefan Wachnowski, Mieczyslaw 
Tronowski, Grzegorz Smich, Zygmunt Szypulka, Tadeusz Wojtowicz and Jania 
Szambelan. 


54 








In the next part of the debates, during the plenary discussion, Jozef 
Przekwas, culture and education superintendent in Gorzow, who took floor as 
the first debater, devoted his speech problems of ideological and educational 
work in thestudents' milieu. Halina Goszczynska, and Edward Koblenc 

shared their political work experience with the basic party organizations 
in Miedzyrzecz and Sulecin. By contrast, Benedykt Wisniewski concentrated, 
in his speech, on the problems of leadership cadre's responsibility and 
verification of the ideological and educational activity in the working 
class milieus. Kazimierz Dabrowski talked about the importance of proper 
functioning of state administration and the laudatory tone of his statement 
contrasted greatly, however, with general feelings and social opinion over 
the state administration work. Stanislaw Tomaszkiewicz pointed, among 
other things, to the importance of world-view tolerance in educational 
activity, in which the secular ceremony of sbserving important events in 
the life of citizens should be also a factor. In the plenary discussion, 
Jan Glowcezyk, Politburo candidate member, CC secretary, also took floor. 

We will publish his speech in tomorrow's edition of the newspaper. At 

the end of discussions, the program resolutions was adopted, laying down the 
main guidelines and tasks in the work of the voivodship party organization 
which serve to strengthen the party ideological unity and choerence. 
Florian Ratajczyk, KW secretary, asserted, in his closing speech, that 

"the most important and most essential outcome of today's debates is that 
the party is the main ingredient of the political system and the main 
advocate of working class interests. Thus, there is an urgent need to 
further improve ideological action in political training and visual 
propaganda, as well as interaction in shaping society and political 
culture, and to counterattack opinions and trends of the reactionary and 
conservative forces. These actions are expected from each organization 

and every party member, teacher, director as well as activist of social 
organization. This is not a slogan but a party duty and expression of moral 
responsibility for the party." 


The debate ended with singing of the Internationale. 
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POLAND 


LEGNICA PROVINCE PARTY ACTIVITIES REPORTED 


First Secretary Jerzy Wilk of Legnica Comments 


Wroclaw GAZETA ROBOTNICZA in Polish 9 Feb 83 pp l, 2 


[Interview with Jerzy Wilk, first secretary of the PZPR Provincial Committee 
in Legnica, by Jozef Wieczorek; date and place not specified] 


[Text] [Question] The period that you are going to assess at the conference 
cannot really be gaged by chronological division into months or years. It 
was filled with events whose significance far transcends calendar dates. 
What are your thoughts on the development of the present situation and on 
the state and activities of the provincial party organization? 


[Answer] We are assessing two decidedly different periods. In 1981 the 
party was adrift, and we were seeking ways to strengthen it. The Ninth 
Congress laid down a general line, but we were too weak and outside pres- 
sure was too strong for us to implement the congress’ resolutions. I am 
speaking of the Legnica provincial party organization, but I understand 
that the same thing was happening throughout the country. 


That doesn't mean we were unaware of the danger. Great numbers of PZPR 
members realized that the adversaries were fighting the socialist system. 


[Question] On 13 December 1981, martial law was imposed in the country... 


[Answer] That was s certain shock to party members to». During the first 
period they were not always able to clearly describe the situation and their 
place in it. Some of them were adrift; others felt disappointed that we had 
to resort to such a forceful measure as martial law. Membership in the 
provincial party organization declined. Some of the people left on their 
own; in some cases entire organizations and party echelons resigned. 


From the beginning of martial law we took the position that there was no 
place in the party for enemies of socialism, but that bewildered people 

had to be helped to regain their bearings. By virtue of this formula, which 
is still valid today, the party organizations in our province. were consoli- 
dated and their activity increased. This process occurred somewhat 
differently in various circles. For instance, at the Glogow Copper Works 
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there was at first an obvious reluctance to undertake bolder action. They 
were more attached to the past there and were wary of new initiatives, since 
these were undertaken during the period of marital law. As a result, there 
was a particularly big change in the party membership at the Copper Works; 
the party organization lost nearly half of its strength. 


In Lublin, on the other hand, party activists took a firm position and 
increased their activity almost from the very first days. It is true that 
the events of 31 August last year did curb activity there, but only for a 
little while. Today the Lublin organization is still among the most 
important in the province in terms of initiatives, new concepts, and efforts 
to find the most suitable types of activity. Other people are also making 
efforts in this driection; for example, the party organizations in Jawor, 
Zlotoryja and the commune of Msciwojow are very active. 


[Question] What is your opinion, then, of the party's present state? 


[Answer] Positive developments are taking place. We are impatient some- 
times; we would like everything to happen more quickly. There is no doubt, 
however, that the provincial party organization is stronger today than 
yesterday, and that it was stronger yesterday than a year ago. The thesis 
that the party is the same yet not the same is beginning to prove correct; 
the reports campaign has shown this. Party organizations are not only be- 
coming more mature and conscious of their standing. They feel responsible 
for what happens in their area, and party members are dealing with a wider 
range of problems. They are taking economic, social, political and ideolo- 
gical issues into account. They do not blame external factors for every- 
thing, and they are asking more c ten what they should do and what their 
role and obligation is. 


Previously this sense of responsibility was not so widespread. In order not 
to become too adulatory, however, I must say that this attitude is not 
always manifested in every given situation. High prices that are dispropor- 
tionate to costs are critizized everywhere. However, no party organization 
has protested the price policies in its own workplace. Joint responsibility 
has not yet reached this point. 


[Question] Do you have a similar view of the province's social situation? 
I mean is this situation developing favorably? 


[Answer] Most favorably. I do think there is an obvious connection between 
the state of the party and the social situation. Ordinarily, perhaps, we do 
not always notice how much the political climate has changed. There are 
situations, however, where this becomes evident. The lst of May was such a 
litmus test. We boldly went ahead with organizing parades, and it turned 
out that a large part of the public was for socialism and social peace. We 
had a second opportunity for such an assessment on 10 November last year. 
Our political adversaries called for strikes, protests and disturbances, 

but did not win support. 


We must not forget, however, that political adversaries exist and that they 
are active. We had the events of the 31 August last year, which were 
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obviously planned by somebody. We emphasize that they happened contrary 

to our wishes and aspirations. Those events don't serve our purpose; only 
our adversaries can profit from them. And they confirmed that. The tragic 
outcome of the disturbances made them absolutely ecstatic that events had 
happened which they could use against the government. 


By now it is perfectly clear that the goais which our adversaries set for 
themselves have not gained the support of the public and that their tactics 
have been discredited. But we don't expect them to lay down their weapons 
meekly. We are carefully analyzing social phenomena and trying to detect 
possible new planes of the political struggle. 


[Question] Perhaps you could say a little more about this subject? 


[Answer] We are aware of the difficulties and troubles of the province's 
population. The market situation is bad and will remain so for a long time. 
We think this my be exploited to arouse a feeling of discouragement, a 
belief that nothing is changing in the country. We want to respond with a 
positive program and concrete actions, such as urging party members to give 
special attention to committees for social monitoring and to the fight 
against speculation and irregularities in the distribution of market commo- 
dities. The public's attitude toward these problems is rather peculiar. 
There is a great deal of general criticism, but specific examples are rarely 
mentioned and counteractions are rarely taken. We want party members to 
undertake this obligation. 


There are also various attitudes in the province toward the newly formed 
trade unions. In many workplaces we find a passive wait-and-see attitude 
toward them. This attitude is harmful, because it may discourage organizers 
and often makes it very difficult for them to undertake actions in behalf 
of the entire workforce. Another attitude has arisen which stresses inde- 
pendence, understood as separation from the PZPR. This thesis is advanced 
by a small group of avowed enemies of the party and socialism. But there 
are also other, uniformed people who are simply fed up with the previous 
irregularities and who would like to run the unions independently. We 
believe it is necessary to differentiate between these views, to conduct 

a dialogue with some of them and to fight against others. We don't intend 
to curtail union freedoms in the least, but trade unions should act in 
accordance with the principles of the socialist system and should respect 
the laws binding in the PRI. We must not repeat the mistakes of 1981. We 
want to have the trade union movement as a self-governing and independent 
partner, not as an organization that can be used by political adversaries 
to fight socialism. 


[Question] The conference has drawn up a program for the activity of the 
provincial party organization. After the reports campaign in the basic 
organizations and echelons, and after ratification of the materials by the 
plenum of the Provincial Committee, is it now possible--as I believe it is-- 
to speak of the committee's main policies? 
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[Answer] First, I should perhaps make a more general observation. For the 
past year we have been under considerable pressure to fulfill the current 
tasks. Up to 10 November, our actions were often dictated by our adver- 
saries' calendar of activities. I think it's now time for deeper reflec- 
tion, for a discussion of major significance. I believe we face a crucial 
problem: determining what the PZPR's auxiliary, guiding and leadership role 
is to be under the new conditions, and perhaps in general. The Ninth 
Congress laid down basic guidelines, but in the changing political situation 
efforts to find concrete answers will surely take a long time. We want to 
define what this answer should be in the present conditions in Legnica 
Province. 


We believe, for example, that we will gain the leadership role if we work 

out a program that will answer to society but that will at the same time be 

a task in keeping with our possibilities. For if we think back, our weakness 
lay in the fact that our well-meant intentions were unrealistic. We created 
enticing visions--a car, an apartment, a good salary and a high standard of 
living--but we forgot to say we were living on credit, that this lovely 
vision was a kind of illusion. This mistake must not be repeated. We 

should consider aspirations and possibilities to an equal degree. 


The guiding role of the party, as we interpret it, as to maintain a decisive 
influence in all those key issues that determine the socialist nature of the 
system and that ensure the implementation of basic sociopolitical tacks. 

Its auxiliary role, on the other hand, is to check constantly whether what 

we are doing corresponds to the feelings of the public. On this point we 
should mainly refer to the working class. For lack of time and space I 

won't give a lengthly explanation to justify this statement, but I would like 
to repeat the final proposal. Goals should reflect the interests of the whole 
society and nation, but monitoring of their implementation should be en- 
trusted to the working class. We should constantly check how well we are 
meeting its expectations and goals. 


[Question] How do you intend to implement these general principles in 
Legnica Province? 


[Answer] We are fighting for leadership by presenting the public a realistic 
program of activity that meets the needs of the region. In the area of 
social services, for example, we consider housing construction the number one 
problem. Unfortunately, we won't be able to meet tue public's expectations 
quickly because of limited resources, but we think more can and should be 
built than at present. There is a real possibility that we'll construct 
about 3600 apartments this year, which is nearly a thousand more than in 1982. 
For this purpose we are creating a proper atmosphere, keeping in constant 
touch with government representatives, and have devoted a plenary session of 
the Provincial Committee to the problems of housing construction. 





We regard the development of single-family housing construction as a further 
possibility of improving the situation. We are an affluent province; in 
terms of average wages we occupy second place in the country. Nonetheless, 
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fewer single-family houses are built here than in any other region. We 
want to achieve a breakthrough in this matter. We have presented the state 
administration with a concrete task: every citizen who wants to build and 
applies for a site should receive it this year. 


The next issue is garden plots. The goal is similar. Every resident of a 
large city who applies for a plot in a workers’ community garden ought to 
receive it. We have made considerable progress in this area. Last year 
400 hectares were converted into garden plots, and this year approximately 
100 hectares more will be converted. 


Environmental protection is a very important issue in our province. We have 
the task of drawing up a rational plan for economic development. We believe 
the establishment of new branches or centers is not advisable for now. We 
are concentrating our attention on counteracting the negative effects of 
industrialization. To limit the amount of pollution from the copper works, 
we are trying to create protective zones and to speed up construction of 
sulfuric acid factories, particularly the one in Legnica. We have 320 
million zlotys allocated for its construction this year. 


The social issues also include problems of commerce and improvement of the 
supply system. Our activities are directed toward stimulating market pro- 
duction. We want to devote a joint plenum of the provincial committees of 
the PZPR, the ZSL [United Peasants Party] and the SD [Democratic Party] to 
this issue. We are also fighting--as I mentioned before-—-speculation and 
the black market. 


[Question] You spoke of the connection between the public's aspirations and 
economic realities. In presenting your program, would it not be worthwhile 
to point out what expectations you cannot meet in the immediate future and 


why? 


[Answer] That's an important condition for the credibility and public 
acceptance of our actions. We do not intend to camouflage anything either 

in the party or in contacts with the public. Thus, we are not concealing 

the fact that in the supply system, for example, there will be no definite 
improvement in the near future. First of all because the market situation 

is bad, and secondly because of certain characteristics of the province. 

I've already mentioned the high average wages in our province. Because of 
them, merchandise disappears more quickly from the shelves and the impression 
arises that the province is worse supplied. The studies we regularly conduct 
do not bear this out. In relation to the size of the population, we are not 
supplied worse than other regions. But until we have a mandatory system 

for distributing goods, particularly manufactured ones, that is based on the 
"per capita" principle and not on purchasing power, it will be difficult to 
change this feeling. 


Another problem connected with this is the system for supplying goods to 


miners. Since they work on Saturdays, they can buy various additional 
articles, mainly manufactured ones. The public doesn't accept this privilege, 
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but we think it should be retained during the transitional period. Fair 
distribution does not always mean equal distribution. If there is a 
shortage of something, even washing machines, it's better to assign them to 
hard-working miners than to sell them randomly on the market. Their work, 
after all, has special significance for the province and the country. Last 
year the copper industry provided half of the total production value of 
Legnica industry. Mining of ore amounted to 118.5 percent over that in 
1981; copper production--107.3 percent; and silver production, 105 percent. 
It should be pointed out that revenues from the export of copper to the 
second payment region were higher last year than those attained by the entire 
coal industry, whose importance is, of course, generally known. The miners' 
work is helping greatly to lift the country out of the crisis, and thus it 
is only fair that they enjoy certain privileges in this difficult period. 


We are speaking with people candidly about all this and similar issues. I 
even think we should more boldly evaluate possibilities and intentions and 
give reasons for these and other decisions. Programs must be realistic, 
which does not mean minimal. Ambitious goals are also possible to accept, 
provided they are thoroughly practical. In our case, the water-power and 
electric-power plants in Lublin and Legnica are such difficult but absolutely 
necessary tasks. 


[Question] Thus we have passed from the problem of, let us say, the party's 
philosophy of operations to the province's concrete plans. Perhaps you could 
briefly present the main types of activities to be found in your program. 


[Answer} In the party's influence on the economy we are concentrating on 
supporting reform. We shall strengthen positive trends and counteract any 
negative side effects that may arise during its implementation. I have 
already spoken extensively about the area of social problems. I would add 
to this our constant interest in and aid to the poorest groups in society. 
This remains the third broad area of party activity. Here I would like to 
call special attention to the problems of ideological work. 


In this sphere a certain crisis has occurred, aniwng us as well as in the 
country as a whole. The party indoctrination of past years has not stood 
the test. Let us therefore seek new forms in order to reach PZPR members 
with marxist-leninist knowledge. We've accepted the idea of ideological 
meetings, which ought to be held in our region at least once every 3 months. 
We're very hopeful about the ideological conferenc2zs that are intended for 
groups of party activists from various organizations and sectors. 


We already have several proposals for such meetings. At the Rudna Mining 
Works in Polkowice we want to discuss the party organization's leadership 
role in the socialist workplace. In Glogow we will touch upon ideological 
and educational activity in the heavy industry sector. With the help of the 
PTE [Polish Economic Society] we are organizing a conference under the slogan 
"Reform and Prices, Wages and Expenditures." We assume that all views can 

be freely expressed at the ideological conferences. They will be a kind of 
leaven that should inspire definite ideas. Through the encounter of posi- 
tions and viewpoints at these discussions, we want to find answers to such 
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questions as how to implement what is formulated in general terms on the 
national or provincial level. 


We are also attempting other types of activity. After the Seventh Plenum 
of the PZPR CC, we suggested that the Glogow party organization take up, as 
a permanent task, the problem of the party's role among the working class. 
Lublin was to devote special attention to party activity among youth, and 
Legnica was to focus on the party's relations with the technical intelli- 
gentsia. That dosen't mean, of course, that other organizations felt 
exempted from dealing with these issues. We expected, however, that the 
selected organizations would gain insights that could be discussed and 
disseminated. 


The best results so far have been achieved in Lublin. Legnica and Glogow 
handled the matter too cursorily. This is supposed to be a continual process 
of searching, of formulating concepts, and of gaining experience. We want 
all the cells of the provincial party organization to feel they are creating 
new types of activity and that they are responsible for their implementation. 
With this thought in mind, we shall examine our program for the future at 

the conference, 


[Question] Allow me to go back to a previous point. Why are you certain 
the program will be what, in your opinion, programs in general should be? 
I mean, a program that catches the public's fancy and that is at the same 
time realistic? 


[Answer] We will never have such certainty, but we can attain the greatest 
possible degree. And that is our goal. In the proposals for the program, 
we took into account the results of the discussion in the entire provincial 
organization during the reports compaign. In addition, we are trying to keep 
our activity on all levels as close as possible to life. Let's take the 
Provincial Committee, for example. The members of the executive board 
receive the complaints and grievances of the public once a week. They come 
to the sessions after discussing materials in their sectors in order to 
obtain a broader perspective. Also, the Provincial Committee's secretaries 
receive telephone calls once a week from any citizen in the province who 
wants to call us. We answer questions and listen to opinions and sugges- 
tions. Nasty comments are often made, since we live in difficult times and 
people are dissatisfied with many aspects of their lives. 


While preparing materials for the conference, we realized something that we 
might not have fully appreciated before. Each of our plenary sessions is 
prepared by a considerable number of committee members. These same comrades 
then monitor implementation of the resolutions. A particularly large group-- 
at least half of the Provincial Committee's membership, I think--worked on 

an assessment of our previous activity. We also held a series of meetings 

in various sectors. In general I can say that we are constantly seeking 
forms of direct contact with party members and residents of the province. 
This is an important part of the model of our party work. 
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[Question] I also want to ask you a more personal question. You're an 
outsider in the province. How much does this help you and how much does 
this hinder you in functioning as the first secretary of the PZPR Provincial 
Committee in Legnica? 


[Answer] It's an advantage, I think, in that I wasn't connected with anyone 
or with any sector in the region. I am therefore able to maintain maximum 
objectivity in assessing situations and evaluating people. And that, in may 
opinion, is tremendously important. I try not to be prejudiced and to notice 
and consider all positive values. As you know, I worked in the PZPR Central 
Committee for a while, which is also not without importance. Thanks to that, 
it is easier for me to perceive the basic causes of the situations I 

encounter in the province. 


What hinders me, you ask. Above all, mistrust. I was a stranger here, and 
came to the province in a manner that was generally criticized not long ago. 
Thus it's understandable that there was a certain reserve in the beginning, 
that it’s harder for me than for someone who has spent his whole life here, 
right in front of people's eyes, so to speak. I have to prove myself. It's 
a kind of challenge for me, an incentive to work harder and to show that I 
feel like a party member who has been charged with a particularly responsible 
task and whose duty and purpose it is to serve the provincial party organiza- 
tion. 


Within months I got to know the region and became known in turn. I think 

we understand each other better and better. I'm convinced that we are united 
by a common striving to strengthen the party and to create the best possible 
conditions, in this difficult period, for the public life and economy of 

the province. 


[Question] Thank you for the interview. 
Conference Delegate Zygmunt Korbuszewski's Comments 
Wroclaw GAZETA ROBOTNICZA in Polish 12-13 Feb 83 p 2 


[Interview with Zygmunt Korbuszewski, member of the executive board of the 
PZPR Provincial Committee in Legnica, by p; date and place not specified] 


[Text] After August [1980] he became first secretary of 
the party's factory committee at the Rudna Mining Works. 
He was offered an executive position and could have 
joined the management. He believed, however, that his 
place was among the miners. He is therefore working on 
the grassroots level again. At the same time he 
represents the miners’ party organization as a delegate 
to the PZPR Provincial Conference and as a member of the 
executive board of the Provincial Committee in Legnica. 
In order to perform his public functions, he must 

remain after his shift is over and does not always arrive 
home in time for the daily news program. In order to meet 
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the needs of his famiiy, he cannot avoid working on the 
Saturdays he has off and even on Sundays. This is a 
thumbnail sketch of Zygmunt Korbuszewski. 


[Question] Much has been caid at party meetings about the need to improve 
intraparty information. What changes have occurred in this regard? 


[Answer] The flow of information from the basic party organizations to the 
leadership organs has improved. In the reverse direction it still stops 
sometimes with the secretaries of the factory echelons. The plenary sessions 
of the Provincial Committee's executive board are reported on extensively 

in our internal bulletins. Every employee at the mining works has access to 
them. Members of the government also supply information. For example, I 
give reports after every important meeting, and lately people who are not 
party members have shown the most interest. Information in ROZMAITOSCI or 
in the papers isn't enough for them. 


[Question] That indicates an interest in party life, and yet so much is said 
about people's indifference, refusal... 


[Answer] There are three groups among our workforce. The first one, which 
does not want to discuss issues at all, is silent. It is a small group. 

The second group presents its views. They are often different from the 
party's assessment of problems, but here objective arguments from both sides 
come into play. One can even say this group is necessary. And the third 
group is made up of party activists. 


[Question] That's what the situation looks like on the scale of the whole 
mining works. What's it like in your workplace specifically? 


[Answer] I have been working in Rudna for 10 years. They know me here. I 
have direct contact with the workforce. They tell me various problems and 
make various requests, which I then pass on to the authorities. People come 
to me with various matters. They complain about the business situation and 
the supply system. They also talk about the work of the mass media. On 
television, for example, one often sees reports about speculators being 
caught. The miners ask me why more isn't shown about that. How were the 
speculators punished? And why are these punishments so light? They ask me 
what the provincial governor is doing to stamp out speculation and why there 
are no strong actions against it. I often intercede with the authorities 

of various towns, particularly in Polkowice, where I was elected as a 
delegate. 


[Question] You're a member of the Provincial Committee's copper subcommittee. 
What does this group talk about? 


[Answer] About what interests the workers in the copper industry. Lately, 
mostly about the introduction of a new wage system. We also discuss issues 
of economic reform at the KGHM and the construction of single-family housing. 


[Question] Which of the experiences that you have had at Rudna and in your 
party activity do you intend to present at the conference? 
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[Answer] Above all, the problem of discipline and of party activity. At 

our Rudna conference there were only two opinions in the discussion about the 
economy and the public health service. During the meetings there is still 
talk of wages, but not of party indoctrination or ideology. And party 
indoctrination is precisely what we do not have. I observed that during my 
recent trip to Bulgaria. Party discipline there is on a very high level. 
Suffice to say that a meeting cannot be held if two or three members of an 
Organization are absent. They have come up with an ingenious method for 
presenting information: they record it on tape and play it in workers' 
buses. 


Together with Zygmunt Korbuszewski I look at snapshots from Bulgaria. He 
went to the sister city, Stara Zagora, as a member of the Legnica Province 
delegation. We also talk about the Bulgarian construction indu%Stry. They 
have a simple and effective system. If you want an apartment, you will get 
one, but you must work 18 months in a construction company. Families with 
three children get apartments at once. In our country, however, there is a 
different scale of needs, although the possibilities would certainly not be 
small were we to give a chance to young people and borrow something from 
the Bulgarian system. 


Conference Delegate Alfred Kieloch's Comments 
Wroclaw GAZETA ROBOTNICZA in Polish 14 Feb 83 p 2 


[Interviw with Alfred Kieloch, secretary of the basic party organization in 
Goscislaw, KZ; date and place not specified] 


[Text] Alfred Kieloch is the secretary of the basic party 
organization in Goscislaw, a member of the PZPR Communal 
Committee in Udanina, and a member of the Provincial 
Committee of the party in Legnica. He will represent the 
communal party organization at the Provincial Reports 
Conference in Legnica. 


[Question] "Are you an independent farmer?" I ask the interviewee, sur- 
prised by his young age. 


[Answer] No, I still work with my parents. I have been working on the farm 
for 5 years now, ever since I graduated from the College of Agricultural 
Technology. I also helped them before, like any lad brought up in the 
countryside, but at that time I thought more often about breaking away and 
playing soccer. This year I am taking over the farm, and my father, a 
"zbowidowiec" [a member of the (Union of Fighters for Freedom and Democracy) ], 
is going to retire. I expect to have legal privileges in purchasing land, a 
tractor and agricultural machinery, in obtaining credit, etc. 


[Question] Is it easier to run a farm now or harder? 


[Answer] Harder, mainly because of problems in buying artificial fertilizer, 
especially nitrogen fertilizer. Once you could buy as much,as you wanted, 
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but now only for contractual crops. I must therefore contract the proper 
acreage so that I have enough fertilizer for sugar beets and other crops. 
It's true our soils are suited for wheat and beets, but we could squeeze 
even more out of them. 


[Question] How does the present situation, particularly the fodder supply, 
affect livestock breeding? 


[Answer] In the commune of Udanina the livestock purchasing plan was 
implemented 128 percent last year, but the number of animals decreased. The 
population of cows remains much the same, but there are a lot fewer sows. 
Prices for piglets are going up. Only a little while ago you could buy two 
at the market for 2000 zlotys, and now you have to pay up to 7000. Spring 
will be here soon, so farmers are buying piglets because it will be easier 
to obtain feed. On our farm, for 12.8 hectares of land, we presently have 
12 head of cattle and 16 pigs after the December deliveries. We are 
modernizing the pigsty in order to increase breeding. 


[Question] Much is being said about the profitability of livestock breeding. 
What is it like in reality? 


[Answer] The price ratios are improper. It is more profitable to sell 
produce than to wait for an increase in earnings from livestock breeding. 


[Question] The party has lost a lot of members in recent years. How has 
this crisis manifested itself in rural areas? 


[Answer] I have been acting as the first secretary of the POP basic party 
organization in Goscislaw since the last electoral meeting. After August 
1980, 8 persons left the party. We presently have 10 members. But I think 
the ones who left did not completely feel like party members; they joined it 
expecting some kind of benefits. So essentially this was not a loss. In 
the commune we may only have 200 members, for example, but they belong out 
of conviction and are devoted to the party. In the Communal Committee we 
decided we will have individual talks with party members so that each one 
can define his position. We are going to drop some of then. 


[Question] But the most important thing is to build authority. 


[Answer] Yes. I believe that the 10 POP members in Goscislaw are quite 
sufficient, which does not mean we are not going to expand the organization. 
We attach particular importance to implementation of the proposals formulated 
at POP meetings. We check on their implementation at every meeting. We 
realize that not all of them can be carried out, but we are not always 
satisfied with the answers. We believe that building materials, for instance, 
should be sold in the GS [village cooperative], not in the store in Jawor. 


[Question] Do all the POPs in the commune see their tasks in this light? 


[Answer] Not yet. That's precisely why there will be individual talks. 
But I see that much has changed in the party since the last provincial 
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conference. In my opinion, it's not necessary to explain much to people; 
what's most important is that they see that something is being done and that 
the requests they make are being acted on. After a while the public will 
appreciate that. 


Conference Delegate Janusz Miksinski's Comments 
Wroclaw GAZETA ROBOTNICZA in Polish 15 Feb 83 p 2 


[Interview with Janusz Miksinski, member of the PZPR Provincial Committee in 
Legnica, by KZ; date and place not specified] 


[Text] Janusz Miksinski is a delegate to the Provincial 
Reports Conference in Legnica and also a member of the 
PZPR Provincial Committee. He works at the Machine Tool 
and Agricultural Machinery Plant in Jawor as director of 
the Heat Treatment and Finishing Division. 


[Question] What has changed in the party in the period between the reports- 
electoral conference in June 1981 and today? 


[Answer] Today there is less discussion and more concrete action in the 
party. The first period was one of discussion and deliberation, and now 
we are attempting to draw up programs. I must point out that the PZPR 
Provincial Committee, of which I am a member, is constantly seeking and 
implementing new work methods. 


[Question] What does this renewed activity consist of? 


[Answer] It consists mainly of preparation of documents for plenary sessions 
and for the reports conference. Nearly all the members of the Provincial 
Committee take part in this. Previously, full-time employees of the Provin- 
cial Committee usually prepared the material for plenary sessions. This is 
a fundamental change. Thanks to us, these materials reflect the concrete 
issues that we members of the Provincial Committee know from our daily 
contacts in our divisional and basic party organizations. We are thus able 
to contribute many observations, comments and facts. Actually, we discuss 
the topic of the plenary meetings twice: in groups when we prepare the 
materials (and many questions are thrashed out at that time in great detail), 
and then during the actual plenary debate. 


[Question] What changes have occurred in the activity of the basic party 
organizations? 


[Answer] The party organization at the Machine Tool and Agricultural 
Machinery Plant in Jawor is becoming markedly stronger and regaining its 
unity and cohesiveness. This is particularly evident in the OOP to which I 
belong. The comrades on whom we can rely have remained in it. There have 
been no major changes in my divisional organization. Nine persons have 
resigned. 
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[Question] Indeed, the losses are not serious. But what about the activity 
of those who have remained? 


[Answer] I must say that attendance at party meetings has picked up consid- 
erably. We give much attention to careful preparation of them. Each time 
the first point on the agenda is an analysis of the implementation of the 
proposals made at the previous meeting and of the resolution that was 

passed. This increases the importance of the meeting and encourages discus- 
sion. At the meetings there is a lot of talk about party business, imple- 
mentation of economic reform, and effective management in relation to the 
group of divisions with which the OOP works and to the enterprise as a whole. 


[Question] Undoubtedly, however, many other types of party activity must 
be improved. 


[Answer] Of course. Lately we have not paid enough attention to the work 
of party groups. Now we want to give them a standing appropriate to the 
tasks they have to perform. We will also have to consider raising the level 
of party indoctrination. Choosing topics that would interest all members is 
a basic problem. We also intend to organize more open meetings so that 
citizens not affiliated with the party can participate in them. 


[Question] The ZKiMR [Machine Tool and Agricultural Machinery Plant] has 
not lowered production; quite the contrary, every year it has increased 
output considerably and fulfilled the plans. How is this connected with 
party activity at the plant? 


[Answer] The party organization has constantly tried to inspire and monitor 
implementation of socioeconomic tasks at the plant. At every meeting of our 
OOP, the heads of the group of divisions have reported on the implementation 
of tasks and stated the difficulties that might hold up work. Of course, 
there have been some problems. Right now my division is a bottleneck, since 
customers are ordering more products in an improved condition and fewer 
unfinished ones. To put it simply, the capacity of the equipment is limited. 
I must admit that the entire workforce, and thus also workers who do not 
belong to the party, are glad to pitch in when the situation requires it, 
even on their days off. 
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POLAND 


COMMENTATORS DEBATE DANGEROUS ASPECTS OF PARTY 'REVIVAL' 

Bureaucratic Centralism Feared 
Warsaw ZYCIE PARTII in Polish No 11, 25 May 83 pp 12-13 
[Article by Kazimierz Mzyk: "A Revival?"'] 


[Text] The phenomenon of party revival is being noted in many 
publications and statements, emphasizing the consolidation of 
the party and the like. The stipulations arising from this 
indicate that we have to deal with a process which has just 
begun and whose course will depend on many internal and ex- 
ternal factors. 


This phenomenon should be watched closely and rectified so that it remains 
under party control. We should be especially careful that the party not re- 
turn to the bad practices of bureaucratism or of cult of the leadership nor 
to the anarchization of its structures and methods of operation. 


For these reasons and having complete trust in the optimistic signals con- 
cerning the revival, we should examine them more closely to obtain conclusions 
from them that are quite vital in practice. 


Above all, it should be noted that the revival is not unfolding evenly, either 
at the vertical level--the leadership and the primary echelons and organiza- 
tions--or at the horizontal level, in the various spheres of party activity. 


Of course, there is no need for immediate concern; after all even an avalanche 
can start with a single stone. It is understandable that the party has cen- 
ters that are more active, that can draw others behind them. But not every 
stone can start an avalanche, and not every revival will activate the entire 
organization. 


Thus, from this viewpoint it should be noted that the party is inspired from 
the "top," from the Central Committee via the committees at the various levels 
to the primary organizations. The lower the level, the weaker the impulse, 
which are felt least of all in the small party organizations, especially the 
rural ones. 
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These organizations will realize that which is imposed from the "top" more 

so than taking action on their own. This lack of self-action and initiative 
of the primary organizations is disturbing because in the long run this can 
lead once more to the custom of waiting for decisions from the "top," which 

by the nature of things will lead to centralization and even bureaucratization. 


The threat of centralism in the party also has its external dimension because 
as the party centralizes itself it could be at odds with an economy that is 
decentralizing itself, which is based on self-governing, independent and self- 
financing enterprises. If the party will be unable to rely on the primary 
organizations in these enterprises, and if the party will have limited ability 
to act from the "outside," then its position among the working class will be 
minimized. This is a serious danger because political control of inactive 
primary organizations can be passed on to the self-governments, trade unions 
and enterprise managements. Another side of the described danger is that in 
case it will not be possible to revive the party's primary organizations the 
party may attempt to hamper the economic reform in order not to lose its role 
in the workplaces so that i. can influence the working class at least from 

the outside via the party echelons. 


Thus, one must seriously examine the problem of the primary organizations in 
order that the "top" not hinder the "bottom" and conversely that the "bottom" 
afford work to the "top" via its initiatives because the party must adapt it- 
self to the decentralization of the economy, and that is not all. 


Considering that party activity is inspired from the "top" leads one to re- 
flect on who is the main carrier of these revival impulses. They are mainly 
the executive organs of the party, especially the committee executive boards 
and the party's political apparatus. This is fine if the activities of the 
executive boards force the party leadership into activity, and the political 
apparatus forces the aktiv and members into action (if it cannot be conversely). 
Inasmuch as the aktiv is a bit weak, it would be bad if the named executive 
and auxiliary organs act alone in order to assume the main burden of party 
work. While the executive organs are less numerous, it is true that they 

are more experienced and inured with activity; however, they have fewer young 
people and workers (this is especially so regarding the party commissions). 


In this situation the main driving force is the party apparatus. Does this 
threaten the party that is being transformed into a cadre organization? It 
does not seem so. In fact it is difficult to determine if the statutory mech- 
anisms will prove to be adequate barriers for the party apparatus. However, 
it can be safely assumed that the reserves of apparatus activity are nearly 
exhausted. This apparatus is numerically small; it often includes people who 
are still somewhat inexperienced in party activity and, in addition, face huge 
obstacles: public mistrust, lack of support from the aktiv, lack of social 
advancement, promotions and pay. These latter conditions can bring about the 
danger of the so-called poorest selection of political workers. 


In this situation, additional party activity reserves should be sought among 
the aktiv and rank-and-file members. 








The present composition of the party is the result of many different factors, 
among which the most important are the decisions involving ejections and re- 
Signations from the party. If we put aside the reasons for these decisions, 
we see that a common characteristic is that they occurred in the course of an 
intense political struggle and under conditions in which it was easy to make 
rash, erroneous decisions that at times were made for a good cause rather than 
because of specific individuals. It also should be emphasized that the poli- 
tical struggle is polarizing the activists; it affects careerists, opportunists 
and nonideological people to a lesser degree. 


Therefore, if we are speaking about party consolidation it should be remembered 
that the party has not rid itself of opportunists and less active individuals 
and that as a result of our own and other people's errors communists can be 
found outside the party. Of course, in a leninist party there can be no talk 
of an amnesty after the struggle or before the next struggle, but we should 
look more closely at those people who find themselves cutside the party be- 
cause there one can find people who can be very useful to the party, especially 
if they are workers, unimpeachable people who are respected in their communi- 
ties and have much party training. Their return to the party could be an im- 
portant factor in rebuilding the links between the working class and the auth- 
ority of the party. In such a situation, acknowledging one's mistakes is a 
sign of strength and not weakness; it will actually be a sign of party con- 
solidation and revival. 


After indicating who the revival applies to and to whom it should not apply, 
let us balance this with where and in which areas party activity is most vis- 
ible. 


As before, party echelons and organizations are concentrating on organizing 
activities, which include in its framework the so-called cleansing of the 
party; on selected economic problems, primarily housing construction, agri- 
cultural services and current market and production problems; and on youth 
affairs and OKON [Citizens' Committees for National Rebirth}. The discussions 
on the draft declaration, which took place in the vast majority of party 
organizations, were an important impulse for party activists. 


Many signs indicate that ideological and training activities are being revived 
least of all, especially self-training. In some organizations meetings con- 
tinue to be held irregularly with small attendances and little activity among 
party members. 


The leadership and party organizations devote most of their attention to pass- 
ing resolutions; however, they show less interest in their subsequent fate, 
supervision and execution. The party's executive organs develop timetables 

to realize the resolutions, but their implementation into practice continues 
to be disappointing. In practice, tasks are seldom entrusted to and worked 
out by party members. At times it appears that passing resolutions ends 
rather than initiates party activity. 


It also seems that there is very little knowledge within the party about the 
resolutions of the Ninth Congress and the subsequent resolutions of the PZPR 
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Central Committee. Party organizations are better acquainted with the time- 
tables rather than the documents on which they are based. This opens the file 
to voluntarism and interpretations of the party's political line that are a 
bit too unrestrained. 


In this regard, the practice of complying with the statute in the party is very 
characteristic. The statute is not understood well enough, and perhaps this 

is the reason why its norms are treated so "liberally." In conjunction with 
this, attention should be focused on the dangerous attempts to compromise the 
statute as being ostensibly inappropriate for the Communist Party. The attempts 
are often based on the practice of ignoring the statute's injunctions, anar- 
chizing party life, reviving bureaucratic tendencies, voluntarism and the 

like, and on the practice of distortions which have always flourished along 
with the good statutes with their principles of membership, democratic cen- 
tralism and others. 


The anarchizing custom that everyone can interpret the statute as he sees fit 
is still occurring in the party, but the obligation to comply with the statute 
in practice has not taken hold. The statute's norms should be obligatory until 
they are repealed, and this concerns those norms which we like as well as those 
that are uncomfortable. Bad norms should be repealed and nor ignored; this is 
one of the basic canons of political culture which thus far is not acknowledged 
in the party. 


The consolidation of the party and its increased activity is a fact that is 
difficult to deny. This is cause for optimism as well as caution. It should 
be remembered that every movement has its beginning, direction, dynamics and 
end. In the party, which is at the beginning of the revival process, the dyna- 
mics should be conditioned, the direction should be in accord with the Commun- 
ist Party's political and ideological line, and the end of the process should 
not come about too quickly because we have not been taking advantage of all 
opportunities. 


The purpose of this article is not meant to spite official optimism but rather 
to supplement it and to point out some dangers and barriers that the party 
will encounter. 


Democratic Tendencies Considered Dominant 
Warsaw ZYCIE PARTII in Polish No 1l, 25 May 83 pp 12-13 
[Article by Leszek Jucewicz: "What Would Happen If ..."] 


[Text] The author of the accompanying article "having complete trust in the 
optimistic signals concerning the revival" in the party examines these signals 
more closely and "obtains conclusions from them that are quite vital in prac- 
tice. Namely: the revival is not unfolding evenly, neither at the vertical 
level nor at the horizontal level; party activity is inspired from the top to 
the detriment of the primary cells; activists in the seclusion of the party's 
executive organs are the main carriers of the revival impulses, and the party 
apparatus is the main driving force for activities; the resignations, ejections 
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and dismissals of party members weighs heavily on the present composition of 
party personnel; the party has not rid itself of opportunists and less active 
individuals; party echelons and organizations concentrate on organizing activ- 
ity, neglecting ideological work; all leaders and POP [basic party organization] 
are not too interested in the fate of passed resolutions; the resolutions of 

the Ninth Congress, the Central Committee resolutions and the statute are 

little known in the party and interpreted freely. 


Let us assume that all these statements are true, that that is actually the 
state of the party. What does the article's author propose to do about it? 


Actually he proposes nothing. He takes the path of “what will happen if ..." 
Based on the above statements, he considers what threatens the party, that is: 
the party is threatened by "centralism, and perhaps even bureaucratization," 

or a return to bureaucratic centralism; the party is at odds with the decen- 
tralizing economy; the party is attempting to hamper the economic reform; the 
party is being transformed into a cadre organization; and careerists, opportun- 
ists and nonideological people are becoming stronger in the party. 


The state of the party is far from ideal. But let us not get trapped by 
idealism, and let us not demand the impossible. A million-strong organization 
will never be highly active equally from top to bottom, at every level, hori- 
zontal and vertical. Such pretensions that party action and life are free of 
shortcomings and weaknesses can only arise in an unreal world. Let us remove 
that which is bad, let us correct that which is defective, and let us improve 
that which is weak. But let us not try to improve the state of the party by 
reading palms and casting horoscopes becuase they make no sense. But if one 
simply must cast horoscopes, let him consider all the essential traits and 
elementsof the state of the party, the minuses as well as the pluses, that 
which is good as well as that which is bad. 


Thinking of the type "what would happen if ..." will not be discredited by 
anyone. It usually arises from noble intentions, from concern about the fu- 
ture. And I have no doubt that the author of the article wants to help the 
party by formulating a number of admonitions and warnings pointingto the "dan- 
gers and barriers that the party could encounter." But I would like to lodge 
a complaint, namely that the author formulates hic admonitions in an eccle- 
siastical rather than a marxist way, that he does not base them on conclu- 
sions resulting from a realistic analysis. If he would have attempted such 
an analysis, he would most certainly have reached the conclusion that reali~ 
zing the reform ideas of the Ninth Congress cannot threaten the party, but 
they can and actually do threaten others having nothing in common with party 
life. . 


So much about methods. 
Let us now discuss specifics. 
The first specific: everything depends on the "top." Centralistic-bureaucra- 


tic impulses flow from the "top" to the party cells. The "top" inspires these 
cells and thus limits their activity. Thus we must defend ourselves. 
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If this was said several years ago then it would have been correct. But, prac- 
tically speaking, that could not have been said then. Today, it can because 
the "top" is different. Formerly the "top" was the main center of bureaucratic 
centralism. But the present "top" is the main center for realizing the reform 
ideas of the Ninth Congress. 


That is why today the inspirations and impulses flowing from the party's "top" 
to the primary cells have a different character. They encourage activity and 
independence and strengthen the party "at the bottom itself." National accord, 
economic reform, self-government and anticrisis action are the primary direc- 
tions of these inspirations and impulses. Does this crimp the primary cells? 
Does this deprive them of initiative, independence and activity? 


More: would it be better or worse without these inspirations and impulses? 


Still more: by the nature of things, must not the party's "top" show greater 
inventiveness than the primary cells because of this greater responsibility 
and greater possibilities? 


Years of experience have taught us to look distrustingly at the activity of 
the executive cells, linking activity to the painful results for the party and 
society. However, as long as the doings of the leadership respond to our as- 
pirations and expectations then they are convergent with them because there 
are no reasons to cultivate the said distrust and--in the face of the obvious 
fact--to prophecise a return to the old compromised methods. 


The second specific: the party may attempt to hamper the reform. This is 

an absurd statement. Of course there are individuals in the party who dis- 
like the reform and at times dislike it very much. But a certain number of 
individuals do not consittute the party. The reform could be hampered only 
in one case--in the situation where it would become necessary to militarize 
the economy, that is a war situation. 


The entire party supports the reform--its central leadership, its regional 
echelons, its primary cells. This does not mean that all are praying for the 
reform unceasingly. At times party members [word unclear] the reform because 
numerous problems, difficulties and misunderstandings are linked with the re- 
form. In a difficult situation a person often casts a spell--and on someone 
close by. 


But a trumpet call to retreat would only mean a fistful of problems. After 
all, the party still remembers August, and the party is aware of the reasons 
for the crisis, and the party wants to lead the country to the straight path. 


In the entire party--at the "top" and at the "bottom." 


The third specific: one of the conditions for party consolidation and revival 
is the return to its ranks of communists who find themselves outside the party 
as a result of their own or other people's errors. The author of the article 
concludes that "their return to the party could be an important factor in re- 
building the links between the working class and party authority." 
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Is this really so? Would this actually promote party consolidation, revival 
and authority? And perhaps the opposite? The idea that one can leave the 
party when things are getting tough for it and return when things improve 

is not very inspiring. 


But let us assume that the author is right and the party opens itself up to 
its ex-members, unimpeachable communists. Now this unimpeachable communist 
must be designated. Is it he who on the impulse of emotion threw away his 
party card after the errors and perversions were disclosed, leaving others 

to bear the responsibility for implementing the difficult job of reform? 

Is it he who turned in his party card later when the political power of the 
opposition became visible? Or is it he who turned in his party card in pro- 
test against the introduction of martial law or the dissolution of Solidarity? 


I believe that there is only one case in which there is no doubt about a re- 
turn to the party: when a party worker was forced to turn in his card as 

a result of pressures from people about him, one who was morally and politi- 
cally terrorized and physically exhausted. The party must meet these ex-party 
members halfway. 


The others should also be met halfway, but not with party membership. Let 
them earn that again. 


A side note: there is no doubt that the return to the party of some ex-commu- 
nists would revive those party organizations and strengthen the authority of 
those organizations among those people that are disposed to oppose the leader- 
ship. But the concern here is not all about this revival and authority. 


Returning to the main contents of the article, let us finally stop being 
frightened. If the matter is considered abstractly, then everything is 
possible--the best as well as the worst. It depends on one's point of view. 
However, in practical life we never have such freedom to act because the 
processes of social life are determined. 


The party supports the reforms and the reforms are influencing the party, 
but in a specific and not discretionary way. The reform actions--those 
already realized as well as those projected--promote national understanding 
which in turn realizes the reform. Here too the interactions are specific 
and not discretionary. This also can apply to the entire sphere of intra- 
party relationships. 


Looking only at life on the surface, one can come to the conclusion that the 
direciton of activity assumed by the party can revive bureaucratic centralism. 
This is no longer a danger to us. This time socialist democracy has been 
implemented so extensively into the marrow of economic, social and political 
relationships that there is no possibility of a retreat. 
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POLAND 


COMMENTATOR REBUTS POINTS MADE IN URBAN POLITYKA ARTICLE 
Krakow ZYCIE LITERACKIE in Polish No 23, 5 Jun 83 p 11 
[Article by Andrzej Burda: "Comments on Urban's Three Reckless Judgments" ] 


[Text] Commentator Jerzy Urban returned like a frightened bird to the nest 
which he has not soiled i.e. to the pages of POLITYKA (see no 20, 1983) 
where this clever writer and seasoned polemicist had fought victorious 
battles for years in defense of the good name of that weekly; he had served 
that journal faithfully and contributed mightily to the strengchening of 
its reputation, good or bad, but always respectable and respected (even 

in the West). At the very beginning I used the word "commentator" which, 
in these sad times of progressive depreciation of once highly respected 
professions, sounds almost like a pauper ("a thin man feeds on one who is 
even thinner'--A. Mickiewicz) but using more palatable epithets one would 
run into more trouble. What term to use? press spokesman? Awkward 
because too pedestrian and, in case of Jerzy Urban, it certainly would not 
be approved by future historians. 


Rather, future historians may see him (and rightly so) as an intrigue 
mongering, bothersome and sharptongued columnist. Also, press spokesman 
does not sound good (even when it is a government one), it reminds one of 

a speaking-tube (like the German "Wortfuerer"). To call him anything else 
would not be proper either, to call him a "statesman" is a bit much and 

to call him an "official" (although, Urban is his modesty called himself 
that once upon a time) is not enough, does not do him justice, is unfair; 
as a rule, "official" means "bureaucrat" and this government spokesman, 
being a man with a flare and a master in theuse of words, cannot be accused 
of being a bureaucrat. 


Conforming to the principle of the happy medium, I selected the overused 
word "commentator": it is not pretentious and, on the other hand, it 
implies someone who works hard at public affairs which tcday is a desirable 
and useful (?) effort, or at least is not really dishonorable. Really, 

this does not matter, the fact is that I am glad that Urban has returned 

to the old and respectable nest. I am glad, although I am not his confidant 
(be reminded: this word in Sienkiewicz's times meant friend, not what it 
usually means today), because an old man is happy to see such signs of 
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loyalty to the old lares and penates [household gods]. It seems that 

the government spokesman did the right thing leaving his place at TU I 
TERAZ to Citizen Rem (parenthetically: he does not even compare’ to Urban) 
and certainly it brought joy to Bijak. All is well: POLITYKA flagged a 
little but now a fighter will support Bijak [bijak=fighter]. 


Let us go now to the subject matter. I clucked too much in this introduc- 
tion, like an old bigoted woman blabbing long and boring prayers. 
Grumpiness is a privilege of old age but, believe me, it happened to me 

so unexpectedly. 


In the article which reinaugurated him, Urban passes judgments (recklessly?) 
which are very sensible and timely. Not being picky, I agree with most, 
inasmuch as in our times the more magazines and articles are published, 

the more trash and nonsense are printed. In the article "Pulse", the 
government spokesman, occasionally acting as a commentator, tries to 
discern the character of the social processes which took place in our 
country in the period between the congress of the patriotic Movement for 
National Rebirth and the papal visit. He mentions that after 13 December 

a temporary situation arose. This was superfluous because social processes 
after the 7th Congrese acquired acceleration to the second power and, in 
this depressint rush, inevitably acquired characteristics of being temporary. 
Ever since the days of Heraclitus it is said that everything flows, but 
recently, and not only in our country, everything flows faster and more 
furiously. Thus, contrary to what U proclaims below, there are ever fewer 
people who believe in the weakening of history's pulse. Of course, there 
are those who, foolishly believing in their silly expectations coming true, 
succumb to the illusion that they can outlast the irreversible course of 
events. I am noticing something else: more and more people, mostly from 
the numerous and silent middle, shed such illusions and simultaneously 
immerse themselves in the nirvana of apathy. In favor of this thesis 
speaks a generally recognized fact that neither before the war, nor during 
the war, nor after the war so many people prayed so loudly and so publicly 
so as it has happened in the last 3 years. A few times I had the opportunity 
to look at those frantic crowds carrying lots of flowers and they bring to 
mind medieval processions of flagellants. In my memory, devotion did not 
manifest itself in such shrill forms and such manifestations were not 
triumphant. Presumably, Urban has that kind of people in mind when he 
writes about those who look passively, without any clear anticipation of 
what all this will lead to. Those people avoid involvement, unsure of 

what and who will hold the field after the battle. In brief: those who 
have passed away. 


Here goes the first reckless judgment of the commentator that provokes 

some doubts. "The attitude of waiting for things to pass away is tied 
always to minimizing the things that are happening and considering them 
momentary and unimplrtant. Those who know how to take the pulse of 

political life at this complex and difficult moment will find out that 

the feeling of impermanence is going away. Certainly, political pressure 

in Poland went up in May 1983... This causes the adversaries of Jaruzelski's 
political line to search urgently for ways and means to change the situation, 
to bend it to their own desires." 
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The evaluation of the situation is mostly correct but I do not share the 
optimism (I do not know whose--the commentator's or the press spokesman's) 
about findiig an easy way to lower the political pressure that is so 
noticeable a month before the Ides of June. Political pressure was quite 
weak after the fiasco of Solidarity's alert last November but today 
Reagan's agents are egging on our home-grown stokers to acd coal to the 
fire. Thus, that Olympian calm seems to be rather out of place. I will 
breath easier only when I know that Saint John's night (24 June) passed 

in peace. 


The second reckless judgment is: the author of "Pulse'' smells the danger 
but assumes that "the politicking groups within the Church believe that 

the main reason to cooperate with the authorities is to clinch the papal 
visit because they are inclined to mystical belief that that pilgrimage 
will determine the fate of the country". Of course, they do not think so 
because the fact is that "in friendly cooperation they do not see a lasting 
good for the country or for the Church but only a bargaining chip." But 
the spokesman is wrong when he presumes that they base that opinion 
entirely on mystical sources. Let us not be swayed by the presumption 

that the Church in this case is apolitical (for instance, a radio announcer 
during the 7 p.m. news on the 16th of this month, stated that the talks 

at the vatican will be limited to "Church and ecclesiastical matters only"?!). 
Mass media in the whole world proclaim that these are political events. 
This is the way it happened most often during the Church's history: the 
tiara, no less than the imperial crown, was associated with important 
political events. Is it possible that during the previous pilgrimage 

in 1979, the spokesman (then in his role of commentator) did not listen 
carefully to the pithy homilies of Paul John II? Whatever the role of 
mysticism, also today the Church plays an important political role even 

in the non-Christian areas of the world. And it plays its own sovereign 
role! I assure the spokesman that only his pious wishes breed his confident 
expectations and that the mysticism, for centuries cultivated within the 
Church, is by no means pointless. 


Finally, Urban syas: "Reagan places Walesa and Bujak in pos-tions of 
independent agents or allies of a policy contrary to any interest of 
Poland, whatever one's understanding of that interest". In my opinion, 
neither Walesa nor the likes of him are assigned the position of an ally 
(2?) or an independent agent: the principle of centralized decisionmaking 
is very strong in our times, including diversionary operations. Both 
Walesa and Rurarz are just instruments. They would not be so dangerous 
if they were "allies". 


In relation to the last point, I would not advise to treat lightly the 
matter of "agency". Occasionally, an official statement is made that 
Walesa is a private person. I admire this elegant treatment by state 
authorities of that type of private persons who in pursuit of their private 
interests continuously elevate themselves above the majesty of the republic 
and the national interest. Walesa is not a serious politician, he is a 
joke-cracking blubbermouth. How can he be taken seriously when the changes 
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in his rhetoric exceed those of the proverbial chameleon's changes of color-- 
the latter assumes protective coloring when faced by danger, the former 

does it out od demagogic habit. Walesa tells silly stories fitting for 
Marcholt, fat and obscene, in his conversation with King Solomon. In case 
of Marcholt, however, the sukject was "clever riddles and funny tales" 

(see Jan of Koszyczki) while in case of Walesa the subject is the social 
peace. That individual treated as a private person, without exercising 

a minimum of civic restraint and without limiting his unbounded impudence, 
says smoothly and innocently that the government is weak and to spare it 
further suffering it is necessary to yank the pillow from under its head. 

No reasonable person who cares about the fate of the republic can sleep well 
until John Paul II returns behind the Bronze Gate. 


Really, I do not envy the spokesman his clever dialectics, I only regret 
that I do not have his Olympian calm. 
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POLAND 


PROVINCIAL PRON ACTIVITIES REPORTED 
Delegates for PRON Congress From Grudziadz 
Bydogszcz GAZETA POMORSKA in Polish 16 Mar 83 ppl, 2 
[Article by (Wil): "Delegates for Pron Congress Elected in Grudziadz"] 


[Text] The PRON conference held its session in Grudziadz yesterday, attended 
by Prof Antoni Swinarski, chairman, provisional provincial PRON Council, 

Jan Bettin, PZPR City Committee first secretary, Mieczyslaw Maj, representa- 
tive of ZSL Urban-Gmina Committee, Kazimierz Marciniak, chairman, SD city 
committee, Zdislaw Golebiewski, PAX chapter representative, Zbigniew Otremba, 
city people's council chairman, and Bozeslaw Tafelski city president. PRON 
activities to date were presented by Jozef Okon, chairman of TRM. 


Patriotic movement developing in Grudziadz since early 1982, and operating 
jointly with TRM since last November, searched in its early stages for most 
relevant directions of activity, likely to win societal approval. Increasing 
numbers of people were won over thanks to daily work with citizens conducted 
by plant and residential community units. By now, 37 OKON's [Citizens' 
Committees for National Rebirth] bringing together more than 2,500 residents, 
are in operation. 


A PRON declaration and statutory principles were discussed during the 
conference as draft documents for precongress debate. They were introduced 
by TRM members Wincenty Olszewski and Eugeniusz Czerwinski. Discussion 
participants accepted the declaration's contentions, while stipulating its 
possibly broadest exposure to the residents, especially to young people. 
Attention was docused on the value of work in society's life, emphasizing 
that it can be improved only by joint efforts. 


The conference guest Prof Antoni Swinarski also emphasized the need to educate 
the citizenry in due respect for work. Just as at the times of major endan- 
germent our nation was untied by struggle, at this time we should be united 

by work. Our times require an offering of honest work, more than anything 
else. As a nation, Prof Swinarski said, we do not need commiseration from 
others, we need their recognition. That recognition must be actively sought, 
because only by regaining general respect can we becor : fully entitled 
partners in the family of nations. 
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The conferees voiced their support to WRON President Gen Wojciech 
Jaruzelski's proposal to erect a Mother's Health Center in Lodz and were the 
first to contribute optional donations to that lofty goal. An appeal was 
also made to the city resid nts for total participation in the foundation of 
this noble undertaking dedicated to mothers. 


Four delegates were elected in an open ballot to PRON Congress to be held in 
May in Warsaw. The Grudziadz community's empowered representatives are: 

Jan Przeczewski, Autowarnap (Automotive Repair Shop) employee, Barbara 
Berlinska-Pliszka, president of Wisla Sugar Processing Cooperative and city 
people's council councilwoman, Roman Jakubowski, PZPR city committee 
secretary, co-initiator of OKON's in Grudziadz, and IKP (Ilustrowany Kurier 
Polski) department editor Ryszard Byner. 


PRON Conference at Gorzow 
Zielona Gora GAZETA LUBUSKA in Polish 17 Mar 83 pp l, 2 
[Article by frab: "Pron Community Conferences in Gorzow Area Concluding" ] 


[Text] Community conferences of PRON have been held in most cities and 
gminas of Gorzow Province. Until now, more than 100 delegates to provincial 
PRON conference were elected. 


Yesterday, a city-gmina PRON conference was held in Miedzyrzecz, attended by 
PRON Provisional Provincial Council Secretary Alfred Gmerek and OKON 
delegates from the area. Representatives of the signatories of PRON declara- 
tion were also present. 


Early in the meeting, once an introduction to the debate was provided, the 
principles of delegate selection (nominations and ballot) were discussed. 
Each community determines its own rules for election of delegates to the 
provincial conference. 


Local issues were discussed, with a considerable amount of attention paid 

to housing problems, services and trade. In the course of debate over a 
draft declaration and statute principles, ideas for more precise labeling 

of the institution were offered under the heading: collective participation 
in PRON, along with motions concerning the manner of financing of the move- 
ment's activities. Thus, it was an economic debate. The adopted resolution 
fully supported the substance of the declaration and the movement's statu- 
tory principles. It was seen as necessary to secure involvement in PRON 
movement of possibly largest numbers of persons displaying civic-minded 
attitudes who hold no membership in any party or organization. It was 
affirmed that fostering of political culture in the community was indispens- 
able, considering that in its absence social coexistence cannot be placed 

on the right footing. It was emphasized that organized public opinion be 
expressed on major resolutions and draft laws of the Sejm and people's 
councils. Resolute stipulations were voiced to reactivate Miedzyrzecz 
Society for Culture which in the past made a significant contribution to 
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Miedzyrzecz community's cultural advancement and achievements. The partic- 
ipants recognized in their resolution that the patriotic movement should, at 
the same time, be a movement for the defense of peace. In this context, 
resolute support was given to all and every effort favoring the idea of the 
establishment of a nonnuclear zone in Europe. Eight delegates to PRON 
provincial congress were elected. 


A similar conference, held in Choszczno the day before yesterday, was 
attended by PZPR Provincial Committee First Secretary in Gorzow Florian 
Ratajczak and TRW PRON Secretary Alfred Gmerek. Similar problems were 
raised. Early in the debate, a report was read on the results of activities 
in the community to date. These results are by no means negligible. 


We frequently mentioned this in our paper, and there are grounds to expect 
that more articles to this effect will be published. Aside from the tally 
of results, another list was read of planned undertakings that are, of 
course, impossible to complete without concentrated effort on the part of 
local residents. The Choszczno community is in the course of preparations 
for the town's 700th anniversary. 


The conferees elected 7 delegates to PRON provincial convention. Similar 
sessions will be held in Sulecin tomorrow. 


Gdansk Precongress YRON Conference 
Gdansk GLOS WYBREZEZA in Polish 17 Mar 83 ppl, 2 
[Article by (zn): "For the Sake of Common Good"] 


[Text] PRON programs-elections conferences are in progress on city and 
gmina levels to discuss activities undertaken to date to further social 
consensus and to define tasks for the near future. As we have reported, 
such conferences were held in Gdansk, Tczew, Gniew, Reda, and Ostaszew. 
PRON activists were in session yesterday in Pszczolki, Przywidz, Lubichow, 
Chmielno, and at other locations. 


In Pszezolki, a TGR [Provisional Gmina Council of PRON] started its session 
with a review and debate over PRON declaration and statute, developed by 
PRON Provisional National Council, pointing out the linkages between the 
substance of these documents and specific activities of social volunteers. 


Next, a report on TGR PRON activities was submitted by Chairman Wladyslaw 
Perfikowski. PRON volunteers who began their activity on February 16, 1982, 
launched many initiatives to meet vital needs of the gmina community. 


A majority was cast to accept an election committee's motion for the estab- 
lishment of a PRON Gmina Council, composed of all the members of the TGR and 
persons additionally elected by the delegates. W. Perfikowski was elected 

chairman of the Gmina Council. Two delegates to PRON provincial conference 
were elected. 





Attending the session by invitation were: private farmer from Pszczolki 
Gmina Michal Gapa, member of PZPR Provincial Committee Executive Board in 
Gdansk and Ryszard Dabrowski, member of PRON Provisional Provincial Council. 
First Secretary of PZPR Gmina Committee in Pszcolki Bronislaw Pozniak and 
gmina chief Edward Dyl were present. 


A gmina PRON council was e2lso formed in Przywidz. An 1ll-member presidium 
was elected, chaired by Leokadia Prwybysien, a nonparty teacher. Delegates 
were elected to regional and provincial PRON conferences. 


PRON gmina councils will operate on the basis of principles formulated in 
the draft declaration and in consideration of essential problems and needs 
of the gmina. The council in Przywidz intends to launch a number of 
initiatives to further development in education and culture, environmental 
protection, and health care. 


A PRON gmina conference in Lubichow, attended by representatives of individ- 
ual villages, plants and social and political organizations, held a session 
to discuss PRON program and statutory assumptions. Much attention was 
focused on problems of social deviance, concerns of adolescent education 

and triggering of society's initiatives. 


The conference elected a PRON gmina council with 21 members, and a 6 member 
council presidium. Urszula Zielinska was elected council chairperson. Also, 
delegates to the provincial conference were elected. 


In Chmielno, a PRON gmina conference focused its attention on problems of 
generating a climate for national social consensus and resolution of conflict 
through dialogue, as well as creating an aura of condemnation with regard to 
actions violating peace and legality. A position was taken on the notions 
contained in the PRON program, and vital issues in the gmina's socioeconomic 
development were discussed. In the discussion, there was no lack of comments 
seeking solutions to agricultural difficulties with the supply of machines 
and replacement parts. Many proposals were made with the intention of 
economizing resources for additional investment in the gmina, including one 
concerning the construction of a drying plant for farm produce. 


Current Party-National Matters at Gdansk 
Gdansk GLOS WYBREZEZA in Polish 17 Mar 83 ppl, 2 
[Article by A. Met: "Current Matters of the Party and the Nation"] 
[Text] PZPR CC Politburo deputy member, first secretary of provincial 
committee in Gdansk, Stanislaw Bejger, met yesterday with party aktiv from 
Wrzeszcz-Oliwa section of Gdansk. 
He commented extensively on the course of the concluded PSPR reports 


campaign nationwide and in the 78,000 member strong party organization in 
Gdansk Province. He emphasized the campaign's good atmosphere, reflecting 
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improvement of the situation in the party and in the country. Conference 
participants from all echelons reviewed the course of implementation of 
Ninth Congress resolutions and raised topics connected with ongoing socio- 
political and party activities. 


The flow of candid and honest discussions was well-suited to the needs and 
requirements of the moment. Though numerically the party ranks have 
decreased, the first secretary said, their activism and discipline have 
increased, and marked consolidation of the party followed. Currently, an 
overwhelming majority of party members are carrying out their tasks, 
especially noteworthy among which are problems in ideological training for 
party members and ideological and educational activities. 


S. Bejger also presented current sociopolitical problems of the country and 
of the Gdansk coastal region, focusing on a set of financial and economic 
issues. He referred to the anti-inflation program and draft 3-year plan, 
already completed and submitted to the Sejm, stressing that Poland's national 
income would be encumbered by repayments of incurred credits with concur- 
rently secured proper standards of living and indispensable imports 
maintained. 


Economic equilibrium can be achieved only by increases in labor productivity 
and output. Successful implementation of the programs will permit price 
increases not to exceed 27 percent over the next 3 years. To achieve this 
goal, it is necessary to expand marketable output and services, to reinvigo- 
rate local industries, and to develop cottage industry. Fine tuning of the 
machinery of economic reform is also related to streamlining of employment. 
In this regard, we are counting on active involvement of trade unions and 
employee self-government bodies. 


The debate touched upon problems connected with ideological training, quality 
of propaganda materials, the role of mass media in the dissemination of the 
principles of marxism-leninism, and expected results of the CC commissions's 
investigation of the causes of crises in People's Poland. Current tasks 

for housing construction were pointed out, and issues concerning the mechanic 
mechanics of employment and price stabilization were raised. 


In conclusion, first secretary of Sectional Committee for Wrzeszcz-Oliwa 
section, Piotr Rajca, reported that 16 labor unions with a membership of 
nearly 2,000 employees were in operation in the section. 

Bailystok PRON Conference on Seeking Unity 
Bialystok GAZETA WSPOLCZESNA in Polish 26-27 Mar 83 pp l, 2 
[Article by (a): "Agreement Means eé Search for Unity"] 
[Text] With a motto "Our absence from the nation's life is an attitude that 
leads nowhere," the first city PRON conference was held in Bialystok. It 


was attended by 328 delegates elected in electoral meetings of residential 
communities and work establishments, by members of PRON TMR, and by 
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delegates nominated by social organizations. PRON TMR chairman Prof Marian 
Szamatowicz was also present. 


The conference resolved to honor the memory of those who gave their lives in 
the struggle for national and social liberation. A delegation placed 
flowers at the Monument to Heroes of Bialystok Region where boy scouts stood 
as guard of honor. 


The session was conducted by Kazimier Jakubowski, Krysztof Chetnik and 
Wladyslaw Pietroniuk. Preliminary remarks to the discussion were made by 
PRON TMR chairman Pawel Borowski. Referring to the PRON goals and tasks, he 
said: 

"Agreement cannot become a contrived search for unity. It is the creation, 
through dialogue, of new values and common good. It is possible to agree-- 
which must be said without equivocation--only on the basis of partnership 

at all societal levels in any area of action. The nature of this movement 
will be determined by the force of convictions and actual accomplishments." 


Subsequently the speaker presented the extent and initiatives of PRON in 
Bialystok where 49 plant OKON's, 22 residential-community OKON's, and 3 
professional community OKON's are in operation. The OKON of Skorupow 
residential community was among PRON pioneers nationwide. Last January the 
city PRON organization was established as the first of its kind in Poland. 


Two trends dominated the discussion. Reflections were offered about the pro- 
file of PRON, considering that it continues to be in its formative stage, 
still seeking its place in Poland's political life, and about effective 

forms and methods of persuasion, along with a platform of cooperation with 
those organizations and citizens who regard PRON ideas as their own. 


PRON draft declaration and statute-documents which will affect actualization 
of national consensus and civic collaboration to make the country's way out 
of crisis - were discussed. Motions and comments on these documents had a 
recurrent theme, concerning PRON's origin. A clear statement should be 
entered to the effect that PRON is derived from OKON's. 


Specific motions on the PRON city council's work were also voiced during the 
discussion e.g., turning the military oath of allegiance from a garrison 
ceremony into an all-city one, and involvement in such forms of activity as 
a cycle of public-interest events, key-lined: "W'.at do you say to this, 
director?" and focused on the operation of locally important enterprises 

and institutions. 


The conference elected members of PRON city and provincial councils and 
delegates to provincial and national congresses. Procedural matters related 
with the elections were a fairly emotional issue. Doctor Habilitatus 
Wenancjusz Panek, deputy dean, Psychology and Pedagogy Department of Warsaw 
University Extension School was elected chairman of the new PRON city 
council. 


The conferees adopted a resolution concluding the period of establishment of 
temporary PRON instrumentalities in the city, referring to PRON functions, 
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goals and tasks, and approving the proposals submitted for the city council's 
activity program. Appreciation to all OKON and PRON TMR members was 
expressed, to recognize their work on PRON's creation. 


Bydgoszc Preparation of PRON Congress 
Bydgoszcz GAZETA POMORSKA in Polish 28 Mar 83 pp l, 2 


fArticle by (S.L.): "Current Rural Problems. Preparations for PRON Congress" 
Congress''} 


[Text] Provincial Commission for PZPR, ZSL, and SD Collaboration held its 
session ir Bydgoszcz last Saturday at the ZSL Provincial Committee head- 
quarters. The session was chaired by ZSL Provincial Committee president 
Stanislaw Kubczak. The participants included PZPR provincial committee First 
Secretary Henryk Bednarski, SD Provincial Committee chairman Andrzej 
Tchorzewski, PRON TWR chairman Jerzy Wojciak, and Bydgoszcz Governor Bogdan 
Krolewski. 


Vice Governor Zygmunt Tylicki reported on current rural problems and tasks 
of Bydgoszcz agriculture in the light of a joint Eleventh Plenum of PZPR 
Central Committee and ZSL National Committee. Nearly 333,000 hectares are 
to be planted in the spring in Bydgoszcz Province. Quality planning seed 
has been accumulated, and the supplies of mineral fertilizer and pesticides 
are fairly good. Deliveries of farming machines and equipment are larger 
than a year before, though still fail to meet demand. There are continued 
shortages of replacement parts, tires, and batteries, so it is not possible 
for all of the farm equipment to be used in springtime planting. 


The commission has found that the status of Bydgoszcz agriculture's readiness 
for the spring was satisfactory, regardless of the difficulties in materials 
and technical equipment. At the same time, the commission has expressed its 
hope that farmers will spare no effort and confirm their patriotic commitment 
by dedicated work. This effort of the countryside will be aided by workers 
who produce to mee’ agriculture's needs. Basic organizations of PZPR, and 
circles of ZSL and SD will continue to familiarize all communities with the 
resolution of the eleventh plenum of PZPR CC and ZSL National Committee. 


The commission on collaboration has reviewed political and organizational 
assumptions for this year's festivities for May Day, the Third of May, 
Victory Day, and Country Folk holiday. The commission has received informa- 
tion from PRON TRW chairman on the course of progress of the programs- 
elections campaign and preparations for the First Provincial PRON Congress. 
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POLAND 


WEEKLY ALLEGES PLANS TO EXPLOIT PAPAL VISIT 
AU141300 Warsaw RZECYWISTOSC in Polish No 24, 12 Jun 83 p 4 
[Article by W. Zub: "What the Opposition Wants"] 


[Text] People began to talk about the pope's visit as far back as the 
beginning of last year. Hostile propaganda expressed the deep conviction 
that the pope of course would not come since the "military regime" would 
not agree to his being invited, and he would not accept the invitation in 
any case. 


The opponent, and especially representative of the underground, treated the 
“irst signs of talks between the authorities and the Church about the visit 
as an example of an "alibi" given by the authorities, whereby they pretended 
they possessed goodwill in order to deceive the community. The visit con- 
tinued to be regarded as unfeasibie. 


However, the opinions of the underground "politicians" became somewhat divided 
as more and more information on further and more specific talks on a pre- 
liminary date for the visit began to emerge. 


First--speculations emerged abovt alleged "real reasons" why the date for the 
visit would be moved forward or why the authorities would cancel the visit. 

Of course, these “real reasons" were meant to be a form of "deliberate 
pressure" on the Polish authorities. 


Second--speculations were put forward that "the pope does not approve of the 
primate's conciliatory policy toward the authorities and he will not come 
for two reasons: in order not to support the junta and to clearly demon- 
strate his disapproval to the primate." 


Third--voices appeared which expressed concern that the visit might take 

place "despite everything." These voices contained instructions and advice 
for the pope and the Episcopate, with varying degrees of tact. They 

suggested that the pope should impose unequivocal and categorical political 
conditions for his visit in such a way that the authorities would withdraw 
their invitation, or if they did consent to his visit, they would agree to 
restore the domestic situation to the state it was in before 13 December 198). 
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At the same time, underground "political thought" reaped satisfaction from 
analyzing the “deep splits in the Episcopate" concerning faith or lack of 
taith toward the ideals of the post-August movement and concerning atti- 
tudes toward the suspended Solidarity. Conspiratorial gazettes and 
pamphlets did not dare exceed certain limits of criticism or insinuation, 
especially because not all parcels that have been sent in the recent past 
have been dealt with only by the post office. However, such restrictions 
did not apply either to RFE or to the Paris KULTURA. In particular, 
KULTURA became indignant at Primate Wyszynski because of his “suicidal 
readiness to compromise" and his readiness to "serve the authorities." 
Primate Glemp earned a similar opinion in this periodical. Completely 
irrelevant opinions on the primate's character and on his level of priest- 
hood were also expressed. It is not worth quoting them, nor is it fitting 
to do so. 


However, it is worth recalling that it is the "KOR community" that displayed 
an increasingly greater aversion and resentment to the policy of the Church 
and the attitudes of its leadership, especially after the unequivocally 
negative statement on the subject of the Social Self-Defense Committee 
[KSS-KOR] made by Father Orszulik in the beginning of 1981. The Western 
headquarters of course shared the aversion and resentment of their agents 

in Poland toward the "politically naive Church." 


Among the "conditions" which it was suggested that the Church and pope 
should demand of the authorities, the well-known "Brussels" packet of condi- 
tions was the one that appeared most often: The lifting of martial law, the 
reinstatement of Solidarity, and the release of internees. 


At the same time, the Washington administration tried to make it appear that 
the pope fully supports the American policy of sanctions and restrictions 
toward the PRL. As we know, the Vatican issued Washington with a clear 
reprimand in this matter--although it was made in a very neutral, diplomatic 
tone. 


As the domestic situation in Poland developed and as jincreasingly clearer 
progress began to be made during talks on the visit, the most avowed 
opponents of the visit belonging to the underground became nervous and 

ill at ease. They convinced each other that "the pope will never give 

his blessing to a criminal regime by means of his arrival," and that "the 
regime will cancel the visit at the last moment and for any excuse." 
Political madness and hatred spurred the opponents on to produce such re- 
vealing thoughts as: "The authorities are ready to resort to any provoca- 
tion in erder to use the results of the provocation as an excuse to cancel 
the visit." 


It is also worth remembering that all these opinions were expressed at a 


time when a controlled propaganda noise was being put out in the West con- 
cerning the sensational "background to the attempt on the pope's life." 
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What the underground "politicians" and "editors" at home were saying was 


no different from what the criminal Ali Agca and Western ruffians were 
saying, as far as the truth and intellectual level of the statements was 
concerned. 


Nevertheless, a new idea began to emerge, one that seemed to be the most 
sober one of all. It was caused by the conviction that the visit would 
take place after all. Therefore, it was now necessary to plan in good 
time how to use it for anticommunist and antistate purposes. The 
"soberness" of this idea is based on its realism and its acceptance of 
objective tacts--dialogue between authorities and Church, preparations, 
and so on. However, the idea is utopian, or at least risky, because 

the planners do not consider the fact that they are striking in this case 
at the joint interests of the authorities and the Church, who are con- 
cerned that the visit's political aspect should not exceed certain limits. 


This idea can be summarized by the slogan: the pope's visit is the source 
of the “nation's awakening" and the revival of "shattered hopes." It is 
ditficult to make out how we should understand this "awakening" and these 
"hopes" from the faint script of the propaganda sheets. The issue becomes 
clearer when one analyzes the appraisals of the pope's previous visit which 
were tormulated by the opponents. The pope's 1979 pilgrimage has always 
been regarded by these circles as a very important factor determining the 
general development of the social and political situation in Poland 
especially with regard to the 1980 social demonstrations and the events 
following August 1980. Underground opinions more or less concurred with 
otticial ones in this respect until this point in time. However, the 
influence and effects of the previous visit have recently been presented 

in a very explicit manner in order to grasp the idea of "national awakening." 
More often than not, it is said that the pope's visit encouraged the masses 
to attempt to "overthrow totalitarianism." 


In addition, they say that the pope clearly called in his speeches, moral 
teachings, and allusions in the texts of his homilies as well as in other 
public addresses, for the people to "cast off the yoke of the atheist 
system which is trampling human dignity." 


Such an interpretation does in fact openly accuse the pope of consciously 
giving "premature" support to the ensuing counterrevolutionary attempts which 
followed. 


These accusations came, contrary to the hopes and desires of some, not from 
"dogmatists," "hardheads,"' and other "opponents of renewal" or "enemies of 
dialogue with the Church,” but from underground "pluralists." 


A reinterpretation of the nature and effects of the pope's previous visit 
is, after all, characteristic of the bulk of the propaganda work done by 











these underground "democrats" and their advisers on the surface. There 


are, as we know, quite a few experienced historians who treat historical 
facts like material which can be tailored to their requirements to satisfy 
immediate needs. 


Theories that the pope will »\ >t come and that the visit will be cancelled 
at the last moment have recently been spread with less and less conviction, 
and more by conspiratorial propaganda methods. And despite everything, 

the underground opponent refuses to withdraw from this source of incitement 
by convincing people of the uncertainty and instability of the situation. 
[t does not matter it these conspiracies are credible or not; what is 
important is that they will agitate and confuse. 


Speculation on the pope's dislike of the primate also met with failure, 

and the tinal blow was dealt when the primate received the title of 

cardinal. It was then possible to observe the consternation this fact 

caused among the "sSuper-well informed" subversives with some malicious 
satisfaction. However, no sensible person ever expected them to be 

ashamed or repent or make up for the absurdities they had previously promoted. 
Of course, nothing of the kind occurred. 


When all the practical conditions necessary for the pope's visit to be 
called otf had failed one after the other, the internal opponent was left 
with only one tactical idea with which to approach the visit, that is, to 
do everything to implement its vision of a "national awakening." 


From what we already know of the opponent's plans and his definite intentions, 
one can draw the conclusion that he is first of all concerned with reminding 
people of his presence in a spectacular and forcible way. "We must above 

all be seen, we must be everywhere and we must set the mood," the leaders 

of the opposition seem to say. The presence of the crowds of reporters, 
journalists, TV crews, and so forth, during all the pope's meetings with 

the people is, of course, an important fact for them to reckon with. Plans 
are also being made to make signs and banners which would, of course, mainly 
display the word "solidarity," bring them to these gatherings and unfurl 
them at the right moment. The opposition is also considering organizing 
more compact groups equipped with similar symbols and namely, GROUPS WHICH 
[previous two words fully capitalized, as published] would appeal more to 
the TV or film crews there. 


Another important part of this production is "spontaneous applause" occurring 
at the right moments of certain speeches. 


[ must admit here, by way of a side-note, that as a nonbeliever, I myself 
found the practice ot applauding during a sermon rather strange, and even 
unseemly. But maybe this is the fault of my lack of faith. However, I 
do not believe that this is a religious custom and I cannot also believe 


90 











that it would help the clergy to obtain the effect they wanted. It is 
usually not the wish or tault of the priest when the mood during a mass 
becomes that of a political rally. However, this never occurs, after all, 
without good reason or a perpetrator. 


In a nutshell, the political opponent's aim is for all religious ceremonies . 
in which the pope takes part to be as much a political rally as possible. 
They want, on the one hand, to implement their "orders from the West" so 
as to back up the argument that dissent and protest and social, opposition 
are rife. On the other hand, they want to prove the "strength of the 
unbroken underground," which will, of course, attribute all pro-Solidarity 
demonstrations to support for itself. Proot of this strength is necessary 
for Western sponsors, agitators, and co-workers, as well as to win public 
support in the West, maintain the faltering myth that an underground does 
exist in the country, and finally, to reinforce the none-too-happy moods 
of their own conspiratorial "activists." 


However, there is a third element--a quiet hepe that it will be possible to 
implicate the pope in a contlict with the power apparatus. He is right 

who regards such speculations and hopes as impudent and as ones that slight 
the pope. But they are a fact. They are argued in more or less the follow- 
ing way: "The pope cannot be unfaithful to the hopes of the martyred people 
and cannot remain deat to the general demand for a moral support for the 
heroic and unbending struggle against the regime." 


In this connection we cannot ignore the thoughts posed by observing the 
Struggle waged against the power apparatus and the system by the so-called 
democratic opposition, especially by the "lay leftwing" connected with the 
Social Self-Defense Committee [KOR]. The KOR wooing of the Church has always 
been a mixture of sycophancy, servility, impudence, contempt, and attempts 

at manipulation. 


Even before KOR was set up, J. Kuron wrote an article in one of the Catholic 
publications in which he had hinted at his great and sudden love for the 
values of the Gospel. Soon afterward A. Michnik, a junior ensign of KOR 
"ideology," joined Kuron by publishing--"out of the reach of censorship"-- 
a tlashy work entitled THE CHURCH, THE LEFTWING, DIALOGUE. This was an 
obvious offer, which--as was to be expected--was met by official silence. 
fhe people behind this otfer were not discouraged because they resorted to 
a method of the accomplished facts which had been used during the existence 
and operation of KOR and the Social Self-Defense Committee [KSS-KOR]. They 
convinced the recipients of their propaganda that they and the Church 
shared the anticommunist strategic aims. They hinted on many occasions 
that the Church had given them strong and steady support. They took care 
to ensure that they always had on call a number of priests with extremely 
anticommunist views so that they could use them to organize functions on 
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Church premises. They would also invade such premises without asking any 
questions if no other method was left to them. The tactic of these actions 
was simple: To exploit the Church's authority, to use its resources and 
organizational facilities, and to claim its protection and care. Another 
of their aims was an obvious provocation. li the authorities took more 
severe action against them, it could be interpreted as a direct attack 
against the Church and religious freedoms. 


This reflection can be summed up by stating that, on the one hand, the 

cited attempts at manipulation ended in various ways, but that the “lay 
leftwingers" never did succeed in entangling the Church in the activities 

it did not like at all, and that, on the other hand, efforts at manipula- 
tion never did cease, not even when--as I have already said--disappointment 
and aversion toward the Church grew apace and propaganda attacks against the 
Church leadership proliferated. 


The present promptings and speculations on how to exploit the pope's reaction 
and pronouncements during his Polish pilgrimage are a slightly different 
version of the aforementioned old and compromised methods of manipulation. 


If one appears in the crowd welcoming the people one should be able to reach 
the pope in person or at least to hand him over a letter, appeal, statement, 
request, and so on. The preliminary ideas cooked up by our adversaries in 
this connection turn around an important question, which is political in 
nature and which the underground wants to exploit on the occasion of 
preparations for the visit. This is the issue of amnesty. In some 
conspiratorial writings and between the lines printed in illegal newssheets 
the underground seems to express its joy and contentment that the issue of 
amnesty has become at a certain amount an issue which the West continues 

to propagandize greatly in direct connection with the papal visit. 


The declaration issued by the so-called Provisional Coordinating Commission 
[TKK] on the subject of the papal visit hints at the question of amnesty 

in a surprisingly su! .le and delicate manner as if to stress that most of 
the work and noise about this question has been completed. Plans are being 
made against the background of this for attempts to reach the pope with 
appeals for protection for "the persecuted," with lists of "martyrs," 
prisoners, and other wronged people, and with requests for blessings and 
prayers for former internees, and so on. Apart from providing fodder for 
foreign journalists, this is expected to create an element of psychological 
pressure on the pope. 





It would be ideal if one could reach the pope in person, which would be 
suitably exploited by the Western mass media and subversive propaganda. 
This would be ideal especially if the people with famous names symbolizing 
former Solidarity-- above all Walesa, of course--could meet the pope. 


Walesa's star has lost a great deal of its luster lately. This is a 
result of the authorities’ consistent treatment of Walesa as a private person. 
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The times when the masses became rapturous and carried Walesa on their 
hands are over. However, it is obvious that “for the good of the cause’ 
it must not be the Lech Walesa as a private person, but the Lech Walesa 
as a symbol of “August,” a leader of a “social movement” that was iiquidated 
only formally, and a “trade union leader who was elected democratically 

and who still is in possession of his mandate,” who should meet the pope. 
This is why the value of Walesa must be updated, a task that is being seen 
to by his “protectors”--those who issue belated offers of reconciliation, 
who purvey unbelievable stories, and who edit articles from the non- 
existent editorial boards of former publications (not the holy ones). On 
their initiative and for the purpose in question a propaganda noise was 
staged on the subject of Walesa's meeting with the “underground staffs." 

The meeting of “trade union activists” and their appeal addressed to the 
Sejm had the same purpose side by side with some other parallel purposes. 


For the moment the adversary has decided that the issue of making noise 
about amnesty has been settled. If Walesa would succeed in meeting the 
pope and in stuttering out the two tactical hits he has been repeating 

most often most recently--namely, "trade union pluralism" and "loyalty 

to the ideals of August"--the adversary would regard this as a considerable 
success. "Loyalty to the ideals cf August" is a magic formula, which means 
more or less: "This is not the end! We will still show you what we mean!" 
At the same time, the issue of so-called trade union pluralism amounts to 
an attempt to set up a new bridgehead for legal oppositional activities and 
even to create an opportunity for the third and fourth grades of conspirators 
to emerge from the underground. It is an attempt to create even a most 
insignificant point of departure for continued counterrevolutionary work. 


The fact is that Walesa does not necessarily have to achieve the honor of 
an audience. It will be enough if he loiters in the vicinity. An insigni- 
ficant pretext and gesture will be enough to be used later on for any 
propaganda purpose. 


In summing up it should be stated that the political enemies and the Western 
subversive centers continue to be most averse to the papal visit. The failure 
to disturb the preparations for it by sponsoring massive excesses on May Day 
has extinguished the hope that the visit might be prevented. What is left 

is to disturb to the maximum the atmosphere of the visit and to manipulate 
politically its significance and results against the authorities and their 
efforts at normalization. 


So much for the visit itself, for which preparations are continuing. On the 
initiative of the faithful, groups are set up in various places, which are 
known as welcoming committees or the like. Of course, the Church supports 
and manages the activities of these groups because they are an excellent 
method of achieving the visit's main religious purpose planned by the 

Church: To attach various communities as strongly as possible to the 

Church, to expand and consolidate its influence and to extend active pastoral 
work to a considerable majority of our people. 
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However, these social groups are an extremely tasty morsel for various 
elements, including, of course, the underground, the remnants of the pre- 
August illegal groups of anticommunist opposition, and the rightwing 
extremists of various colors, who came up to the surface as the scum of 
the ,ugust surge. All of them keep on greedily viewing the welcoming 
committees and similar initiatives and would do anything to find in them 

a place for themselves and for their activities, which could be thus 
camouflaged and be relatively safe. In some cases their dreams are even 
more ambitious and amount to a desire to get hold of and to run the work 
of these committees. These elements are generally convinced that the 
committees in question should be kept alive even when the papal visit is 
over. As permanent organizational elements dominated by counterrevolu- 
ticnary elements, these committees represent an excellent idea insofar 

as at least a partial implementation of the "independent social initiatives" 
is concerned. They would also be (if successful) a good permanent method 
of implicating the Church in conflicts with the authorities. All this 
makes it possible to form an idea about the great hopes that the adversary 
attaches to the social initiatives proposed by the faithful. 


I am not discussing here the threats connected with the visit which would 
be to the liking of the adversary and which might involve terrorist rather 
than political activities. It is enough to stress in this connection that 
every, even the most insignificant, fact and extraordinary contingency 
connected with the pope's visit would present a magnificent opportunity 
for the Western gutter papers to develop still further the so-called 
Antonov affair. Now that we know who is interested in what (and let us 
leave the sentimentz: press out of it) we should have no doubt who will 

be behind any eventual attempt at sabotage. 


All adversaries of Poland and socialism are scared out of their wits that 
the papal visit will strengthen the authorities, will overcome the 
political boycott of Poland in the international arena, will help calm down 
and normalize the country's situation, and will raise Poland's credibility 
and authority in questions of political-economic cooperation with the West 
as well. It is worth doing everything to ensure that the enemy's fears 

are fulfilled. 


CSO: 2600/1031 


94 




















POLAND 


CATHOLIC WRITER DISCUSSES IMPLICATIONS OF PAPAL VISIT 
Warsaw POLITYKA in Polish No 23, 4 Jun 83 p 6 


[Interview with Andrzej Micewski, Catholic publicist and historian, member 
of the Primate’s Social Council by Jacek Poprzeczko: "16-23 June--the Pope 
in Poland, Faith Hope and Prudence”"] 


[Question] Politics: An announcement of the Episcopate states that the 
journey of John Paul II to Poland has a religious, pastoral character. Let 
us therefore begin with the discussion of this particular aspect. Would 
you, sir, like to state your own personal feelings regarding the symbolic 
significance of the places the pope will visit, the ceremonies and festiv- 
ities in which he will participate? 


[Answer] The journey will begin in Warsaw. It is necessary to recollect 
the funeral of the Polish Primate Cardinal Wyszynski. The hcly father could 
not arrive for the funeral since at the time he was bedridden and critically 
ill at the Gemelli Clinic following the attempt on his life in Rome. He 
said, however, that he would find the time and occasion to pay homage to 

the deceased Polish Primate. There is no doubt that the paying of this 
homage, in a religious sense, will be the dominant moment of John Paul II's 
visit to Warsaw. The pope has already announced this fact at one of his 
general audiences in Rome, telling of the unusual role of the primate during 
the 1000-year anniversary celebration at a period of most difficult postwar 
times for the nation and church. I am convinced that John Paul II will 
attempt to present as precisely as possible, the true religious and socio- 
national mission of the deceased primate. 


Another fundamental purpose for the visit also has a religious character. 
Last year's visit was supposed to coincide with the 600 year anniversary 
commenorating the safekeeping of the miraculous icon of the Virgin Mother in 
Czestochowa. This not only involved the formal celebration of an anniversary, 
but also, all other matters relating to Czestochowa, Jasna Gora and the icon. 
You have to realize that in the postwar era, the whole religious and pastoral 
programs of the Catholic Church in Poland were associated with Czestochowa. 
The pastoral aspect of the visit to Czestochowa therefore has to be viewed 
not only from the standpoint of the 600-year anniversary. It will be the 
culmination of religious events which had their beginning with the Jasna 

Gore vows in 1956, continuing on through the preparations for the 1000-year 
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anniversary of Christianity [in Poland] and during the course of the cere- 
monies proper. The papal visit will bring into prominence the role of Jasna 
Gora as a pastoral center with a primarily national significance. The holy 
father will also visit Niepokalanow which will be an expression of homage 

to Father Maksymiljan Kolbe, who was elevated to sainthood. The beatifica- 
tion of Father Rafal Kalinowski is also planned in Kracow. You can therefore 
sav that the specifically pastoral program gives the papal visit the 
character of a pilgrimage. The journey's religious moments will decidedly 
dominate all other things. 


[Question] The papal visit, however, is not only a prominent religious 
event. What effects do you expect to see from this visit upon society's 
consciousness? 


[Answer] My hopes for the Polish pilgrimage of John Paul II are strictly 
related to the country's situation. I do not like to use big words, I will 
say however that the situation in our country has tragic elements. After 

38 years of tremendous efforts and society's hard work, we find ourselves 

in a very difficult economic and political crisis. It is an evident fact 
that in this serious situation the papal pilgrim will do everything possible 
to morally strengthen society, particularily the faithful. We are therefore 
awaiting the holy father's bolstering of our faith and hopes, Christian love 
and our prudence, which we know is the guideline in the Catholic system for 
all virtues. The Poles, at this time, long for the feeling of dignity, 

a tough moral backbone, hope, freedom from fear as well as political wisdom 
and discretion. In Poland nobody can impose anything on anybody else, but 
there can and should be developed, an understanding between the opposing 
social factions. This understanding will undoubtedly be the outcome of a 
search for new formats and platforms. The substance of the matter is based 
on attainment of contemplated social freedoms, but ones which would not 
weaken the nation. I believe that the holy father's visit will add new 
momentum to this matter. That is why I decided to express myself in POLITYKA, 
and not in the Catholic press. In my estimation the moral and political 
magnitude of the visit totally justifies such a precedent-setting decision. 


[Question] How do you evaluate this visit as to its international implica- 
tions? 


[Answer] I expect that a visit to his country by a pope who is also a Pole, 
will be a constructive element in the eastern policy of the holy see. Very 
serious new tensions have arisen between the East and West. In this situa- 
tion where the pope travels to an East European country, he objectively 
assists in surmounting the mutual isolation of two worlds in which different 
political structures dominate. I consider such an isolation as exceedingly 
dangerous for both Poland and the world. I will touch upon only one phase 
of this question. I am concerned about the limits of freedom in our country. 
I have no doubt that neither outside political pressures nor economic 
sanctions will increase the scope of freedom. The only road to this end is 
the readmittance of Poland to the normal world of economic and political 
cooperation by relaxing international pressure. Our postwar experiences 
irrefutably prove that we enjoyed a greater degree of freedom in periods of 
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relaxation than in the years of international pressures. The holy see 

can perform an important role in the easing of these tensions. From this 
point of view the Vatican's eastern politic can have a decidedly positive 
influence. Who if not the Church and the holy see are better predestined to 
conduct mediating efforts in the present dangerous conflict? I am also 
certain that in the international arena, one side is not capable of bringing 
the other to its knees. The relative balance of power makes this literally 
“mpossible. I also have certain hopes for the mediation of Vatican diplomacy, 
{or the resumption of cooperation, namely, in the economy between Poland and 
some of our important western partners. Naturally the holy see does not 
involve itself in lay politics or economic mediation, still overall attempts 
for peaceful solutions have implications in these areas of international 
existence. 





[Question] Historians by nature have a habit of seeking among the layers of 
actual events for manifestations of deeper and broader processes. How do you 
evaluate the matter of national understanding from this vantage point? 

What is the importance of John Paul II's visit to this meeting of the minds? 


[Answer] There is no lack of pessimistic opinion that the pope will leave 
Poland and we will be left with our conflicts. There certainly must be 
plenty of bureaucrats who see the elimination of tensions only by adminis- 
trative and repressive measures. Naturally no one can expect John Paul II 
to solve our complicated problems for us. The pope can only create a moral 
atmosphere conducive to this effort. If the government decides to grant 
amnesty, this will also provide an important sociomoral effect. The real 
strength and courage of the authorities is dependent on an open minded 
attitude toward the opposing faction. In turn, society must also understand 
that even the most justified emotions should be tempered by prudent Christian 
virtues to which I alluded earlier. I don't want to appear to be naive and 
claim that we have social agreement within our grasp or spectacular easily 
attainable steps toward national understanding. Quite the contrary. I 
believe that the social situation is difficult and we have to tread with 
short strides toward the goal. What does this really mean? It means that 
the government should realize that the psychological attitude of society 

is freedom oriented, but not opposed to the government. This means that 
society should plainly articulate its determined will to elevate Poland from 
a depressed level of civilization and economic collapse, indicating at the 
same time the objective conditions for the raalization of these undertakings. 
Lastly, it means that we should all perform in a manner that would convince 
our main partner, the USSR, that Poland is aiming toward stabilization and 
normal progress. 


This subject matter undoubtedly reaches beyond the problems of the pope's 
visit. However, we still have to be mindful of it during the visit if we 
don't want everything to revert to the old pattern. The holy father will 
arrive with great faith in the importance of social morality and the impor- 
tance of persuasion. Let us respond to him with a similar faith in the 
possibility of a peaceful, patient and courageous normalization of Polish 
conditions. 


12306 
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POLAND 


POPE JOHN PAUL II DELIVERS HOMILY TO YOUTH 
LD182056 Vatican City in Polish to Poland 1800 GMT 18 Jun 83 
{Homily read by Pope John Paul II at a mass for youth, at Jasna Gora--live] 


[Excerpts] We believe in love. We believe that it has been present among 
the generations which have inhabited Polish land for centuries. We believe 
that it is specially present in the image of the Jasna Gora icon. We are 
referring to this love. Awareness that this love exists and has its parti- 
cular sign on Polish soil to which we can address ourselves gives a funda- 
mental dimension to our Christian and human existence, a certainty which 

is greater than all experiences and disappointments which we go through 

in life. 


To love means to be vigilant. Let me expand on this notion of love. It is 
very important to follow a mature inner program of love when one is young, 
when one is at an age when the new emotions of love come into being, emotions 
which often determine one's whole life. Precisely such a program has been 
enunciated in the Jasna Gora appeal. 


Our Lady of Jasna Gora is the teacher of beautiful love for everybody. This 
is particularly important for you, young people. It is within you that the 
shape of love which will be present in your whole life is to be resolved. 
Through you the shape of life on Polish soil will be determined: matrimonial 
life, family, social life, patriotic life, but also life among priests, 

in monasteries, life in all its forms is defined and valued through the 
inner shape of love. Tell me what your love is like and I shall tell you 
who you are. [applause] 


Be vigilant. How fortunate that this word found its way to the Jasna Gora 
appeal. What does it mean, to be vigilant? It means that I am trying 

to become a person of conscience, that I am trying to stifle this conscience, 
that I am not trying to deform it. It means that I name good and evil by 
their names and that I am not trying to blur the borders between the two. 


This is even more important when circumstances are favorable for us to 


tolerate evil, to give absolution to ourselves too easily, especially if 
others behave in such a way. Friends, it is up to you, to you, to you, to 
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erect a decisive barrier against demoralization; yes, a barrier against all 
those social drawbacks which I shall not list here but which you yourselves 
know very well. [applause] 


You have to be demanding towards yourselves even if the others are not. 
[applause] Historic experiences tell us how much periodic demoralization 
has cost the whole nation. [applause] Today, when we are struggling for 

the future shape of our social life, let us remember that this shape depends 
on what man is going to be like. [applause] Christ said: Let us pray that 
you do not succumb to temptations. Be vigilant [applause] 


To be vigilant means love for your neighbors; it means fundamental; human 
solidarity [solidarnosc]. [applause] 


In the presence of the Jasna Gora Mother, I wish to express thanks for all 
the evidence of this solidarity shown by my compatriots, (?including) the 
Polish youth, in the difficult period of recent months. [applause] 


It would not be easy for me to list here all the forms of this care which 
has been lavished on those who are interned, the imprisoned [applause] 
(?those dismissed from work), [applause] as well as their families. You 
know about this better than I do. Only sporadic, although frequent news 
reaches me. [applause] 





Let this goodness, which was released in so many places, in so many ways, 
not cease in the Polish land. [applause] Let it constantly confirm the 
words "I am vigilant’ from the Jasna Gora appeal. [applaise] The words "I am 
vigilant" are the reply to the presence of the Mother of Christ in the great 
family of Poles. [applause] "I am vigilant"’ also means: 1 am responsible 
for this great, common heritage, the name of which is Poland. [applause] 
This name defines us all; this name places obligations upon us all; this 
name makes us all pay the price. [applause] 


Perhaps at times we envy the French, the Germans or the Americans because 
their names are not linked with such a costly history, because their free- 
dom is so much easier, while our Polish freedom costs so dear. [applause] 


My dear ones, I will not [words indistinct], I will only say that that 

which costs dear is the very thing that is valuable. [applause] On the 

other hand, one cannot be truly free without a gei.uine and profound 

relation to values. Let us not desire a Poland that costs us nothing. 
[applause] However, let us keep vigil over everything that constitutes 

the authentic heritage of the generations, striving to enrich this heritage. 

The nation is rich, above all else, in people, in men, in the young [applause]-- 
rich in every person who keeps vigil in the name of truth, for it is truth 

that lends form to love. 








My dear young friends, I wish to tell you in conclusion, in the presence of 
Our Mother and the queen of our hearts, that I know about your suffering, 
about your difficult youth [applause], about the feeling of being wronged 
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and about humiliation, [applause], about such frequently felt lack of 
prospects for the future [applause]; perhaps even about the temptation 

to run away to some other world. Although I am not with you every day, 

as | used to be for so many years in the past, nevertheless I carry in my 
heart great solicitude, great, enormous care. [applause]. This solicitude 
is for you because tomorrow depends on you. [applause] I pray for you every 
day. [applause] 


It is good that you are here together, at the hour of the Jasna Gora appeal, 
in the midst of the experience of the present times, in the midst of the 
trial through which your generation is going. [passage indistinct] 


This millenium appeal is still a program. In this programme there is a kind 
of a tundamental way out. Because the way out, the way out in any dimension-- 
economic, social, political--must first of all take place within a human 
being. [applause] Man cannot be left without a way out. [applause] 


Oh, Mother of Jasna Gora, given to us by the providences to defend the Polish 
nation, please receive this evening the appeal of the Polish youth made 


together with the Polish pope, to help them continue to be hopeful. {prolonged 
applause] 


CSO: 2600/1024 
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POLAND 


CATHOLIC WEEKLY CRITICIZES DRAFT PRESS LAW 
Krakow TYGODNIK POWSZECHNY in Polish No 16, 17 Apr 83 p 2 


[Article by Juliusz J. Braun: "Law For the Press or For the Citizen." 
A translation of the draft press law can be found under the title "Text 
of Draft Press Law Published" in JPRS 83589, 1 June 1983, no. 2148 of 
this series, pp. 14-33] 


[Text] The question from not long ago: "The press law--if and what kind" 
contained in the title of Andrzej Kopff's article (TYGODNIK POWSZECHNY from 
6 February) should be limited today to the second part: "What kind?" 
Publications of the draft prepared by the team led by Dr Maria Regent- 
Lechowicz--vice-minister of justice--allows one to take up discussion on 
more detailed matters. In talking about the draft, it can most generally 
be stated that it contains very attractive regulations (especially in the 
chapter entitled "General Resolutions") as well as those about which A. Kpoff 
wrote in his article, that should not be found in the press law in any way. 
The law--broad and detailed as presently is the custom--regulates several 
separate, although related, problems. Therefore there is discussion about 
principles of press work organization, means of getting permission for that 
work, etc., as well as also about rights and duties of journalists, freedom 
of access to information, etc. 


We will begin from the preamble, which says, that the law arose for the 
purpose: "“of assuring realization of the right to freedom of speech and 
press, to information and influence of the citizen on the course of public 
affairs as well as expression of public opinion in work of the press in 
agreement with the constitution of the Polish People's Republic.” We 

also find assertations in the article, essential f vr further discussion. 
Namely, we read, that the press brings freedom of speech and press to 
realization through "diffusion of information and opinions which is a 
factor of the appropriate development of socialist social relations.... 
One would think it apparent, but very important, especially because its 
authors appear to sometimes forget about that principle in the latter part 
of the draft. 


The first topic: who can publish a newspaper. I will first make reference 
here once more to Andrzej Kopff's article: "Conducting, and actually 
undertaking, of press work can be developed in various ways. It can be 
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either dependent on acquired permission (so-called notification system), or 
at last one can undertake a mixed system requiring a license in the case 

of certain media forms (for instance radio, television, film chronicles) 
and confined to notification in coniunction with, for instance periodical 
publications and agency services." The authors of the draft unfortunately 
took up a variant not so much mixed as "mixed up", for as stated in article 
7, that: "the publisher can be a corporate body, physical person or other 
organizational unit, even if he did not possess legal status, if the 
publishing goals do not threaten the constitutional political system of the 
country as well as if they do not upset the legal order of the Polish 
People's Republic". They are introducing very strict, but not very 
concrete rigors of the concession system in consecutive regulations. 





It is, so to say, a two-stage system. First of all it is necessary to 
obtain a license for carrying on publishing work. Such a permission is 
given out by a new institution, presentJy not yet existing: the Main 
Bureau for Publication Affairs. Within that bureau's sphere of work will 
be matters connected with the control of publications and stage presentations 
as well as "the giving and cancelling of licenses for carrying on 
publishing work as well as publishing of magazines and newspapers", 

and also "investigation of an appropriate utilization of paper and other 
technical means essential for carrying out news-publishing work." That 
license is only the first stage. In the second stage it is necessary to 
acquire permission from that same bureau for publicationof a given news- 
paper or magazine. (Different regulations regulate the affairs of radio, 
television and film chronicles.) The bureau can refuse such permission, 
if: "the newly created newspaper or magazine would be concurrent with 
those already being published in regard to title, ideological orientation 
or the subject area, and the person making the proposal does not show a 
social need for publication of a new newspaper or magazine." In the case 
of a private individual, who would want to undertake publishing work, 
there still exists a third, introductory stage, an additional barrier. 
This is namely, an obligation to submit "a recommendation from the proper 
territorial governor, justifying a social need for initiation of a private 
publication firm" together with the application. 





We have here that "mixed-up decree." The right to make use of freedom of 
speech and press, which--as the law itself states--is "an aspect of proper 
development of socialist development of social relationships", is dependent 
on an earlier permission of administrative agencies. What's more, in 
certain cases, the bureau itself (in this case the governor) has to justify 
the socila need for the activity. In addition, the right to withdraw 
permission for those already being published is to rest in the hand of 

the administration. They can be withdrawn not only in the case of violating 
regulations of the law in press work, but also in the case of overstepping 
the scope of the allotted license (and therefore it is enough for instance 
to expand the contents, change the format or also the area of distribution-- 
because everything is described in the license). Of course, one can file 

a complaint against the administrative decision to the Main Administrative 
Court, but that in the best case is a partial solution. Basic matters, 























however, are at stake here. Freedom of speech is a very delicate sphere 
of citizens’ rights and in principle administrative interference should 

not enter that sphere. It would even be easier to accept an appearance 

before a public court or even take up a decision by a collective elected 
body. 


The legal construction proposed in the draft, in practice allows for the 
rejection of every application for magazine publication. With the present 
number of titles it always can be said that the given "subject area" is 
already "taken up.” And the matter of showing a social need for publication 
is on the basis of theoretical questions a thing that cannot be determined. 
Only readers can evaluate the social need of a new magazine. The evident 
obligation of compliance with laws in force strengthened by the existence 

of obligatory initial control is quite a sufficient protection of the 
country's interests. 


For the administration, new rights unknown up to now, are also provided 

for in the draft, which allow for the exercise of control of space in 

every newspaper that comes out. Namely, the obligation to print specified 
texts is established. As stated in articles 36--"the editor-in-chief is 
obligated to publish (...) an official bureau communique originating from 
the main organs of the authorities, as well as of inspectors and super- 
visors. This also concerns official communiques originating from main 

and central organs of the federal administration, if they were sent by 

the Government Press Spokesman with the order that their publication is 
obligatory.” In the case of regional publication, that obligation also 
concerns "official communiques of a proclamation, of an administrative or 
regulatory information character, originating from organs of the authorities 
and the national administration on the provincial level, sent through the 
proper territorial governor." Concepts such as "proclamation", "communiques" 
are general enough, so as to give government offices tremendous possibilities 
for interfering in the content and character of individual magazines. In 
addition, the editorship is deprived of rights to express opinions about 
published texts for the draft of the law forbids "insertion of comments 

and contradictions". How is one to reconcile this limitation not only 

with basic principles of freedom of opinion, but also with the preamble 

of the law itself, where it speaks of the citizen's influence on the course 
of public affairs as well as about open expression of public opinion? 


Regulations from the chapter, which has been mentioned, titled "Communiques 
and Official Announcements", were motivated in the justification of the 
draft, in short "by experience." Experiences can be different, but my 
experience with work in a regional newspaper indicate that officials feel 
a tremendous need to publish the effects of their work in, if possible, 

a large number of copies. It is therefore easy to imagine, that for 
instance, the Katowice Province governor will desire to communicate his 
proclamations to the population also by means of the GOSC NIEDZIELNY, 
taking up a significant part of the volume of the small publication for 
purpose. The authors of the draft certainly let such expectations go in 
one ear and out the other, but still the press law draft opens up such 

a possibility. For what purpose? It is hard logically to justify it. 
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Still, experience indicates, to be exact, that the majority of publications 
with a large edition--among these, practically all newspapers--are 
published by RSW [Workers" Cooperative Publishing House] "Prasa," a 
publisher closely connected with the party, that the government newspaper 
RZECZPOSPOLITA exists, that the government does not have difficulties 
acquiring air time on radio and television. The obligation to publish 
official proclamations in the entire press--if it in general should be 
introduced, which does not appear to be very useful--should be limited to 
situations which really are exceptional, sucn as for ‘instance, the state 
of a natural calamity or epidemic. But even then, the logic of quick 
action dictates one to rather make use only of radio and television as 
well as daily newspapers. 


The second topic is a matter of the journalist's safety and of his informant. 
That is a matter extremely important for the press. Among other things, 
this is concerned with the so-called right of anonymity, that is, the 
anonymity of persons providing the journalist with information. In this 
area the team of the draft's authors did not reach agreement, publicizing 
two variants of the question at hand. The first variant, justified "with 
general assumptions of penal and civil law", composes a radical limitation 
of the sphere of the right to anonymity presently in force. For this 

frees the journalist from the obligation of maintaining professional secrets 
in all cases when the accessibility to information (also of letters to the 
editor) is demanded by the court of prosecutor on the basis of regulations 
from the penal conduct code. The second variant allows one to break the 
principle of anonymity only in cases described in article 254 of the 

Penal Code, and therefore, when it is concerned with the most serious of 
crimes against basic interests of the PRL and against human life. The 
Journalist Association of the PRL--quoting the opinion of journalists-- 
stands behind the second version. And although I do not count myself 

among the sympathizers of that organization, I strongly support the 
Journalist Association of the PRL's action in this matter. Worth mentioning 
here is the opinion of the association's headquarters published in PRASA 
POLSKI in January 1983: "The proposed solution in variant 1 can as a 
result, lead to a shake-up of a valuable trust by society in the press. 

That right has more meaning than just the attainment of evidence in the 

form of a letter in a matter not encompassed by the instructions of article 
254. Also the situation cannot be ruled out, in which legal proceedings 
would commence only for the purpose of gaining access to evidence ont 
possible to be obtained by other means." That last sentence points out a 
very serious threat. 


The protection "of information sources" is not only a matter of journalists' 
interests. That is a social interest in the broadest sense of the word. 

A related matter is the guarantee of access to official information. The 
draft of the law anticipates imposition on institutions the obligation to 
furnish the press such information, and regulations in that area appear to 
be sufficiently precise. 
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However, now the other side of the coin: protection of the citizen from 
unlawful activity of the press. The most essential change in this area is 
the prohibition of publication "of personal statistics and of people's 
photographs, against which preliminary or legal proceedings are in process, 
as well as of personal statistics and photographs of harmed and victimized 
witnesses, unless they possibly give their permission; the above limitation 
does not concern persons bearnig constitutional responsibility before a 
State Court of Justice.” Justification for the prohibition of course is, 
above all, the principle of presuming innocence until proven guilty. In 
accounts from the trial, and especially in articles written on the basis 
of one-sided information about the course of preliminary hearings, it is 
easy to seriously harm an innocent person. After all, we have more than 
enough cases, when the press or television accepted someone as guilty, 

who did not have the possibility of public defense, long before the verdict, 
and even long before the end of an investigation. It is hard to estimate 
the harm which that caused in the area of society's legal culture. At the 
same time, however, there still exists the principle of publicity of court 
proceedings, and practical limitation of that publicity can cause a 
deformation of the administration of justice. Therefore, what are the 
boundaries of that publicity? I feel that this question will be a subject 
of discussion. 


A special case is the presence of television or film cameras in the court 
room. Presently, in agreement with regulations of the criminal proceedings 
code, the court has the right to decide in this matter. Joining that 
principle with resolutions of the draft press law it would be possible to 
accept recording the trial's progress as admissible under the condition 
that it be transmitted only after the sentencing. However, the presence 
of film and television crews in the courtroom is always unprohibited. 
Connected with this is a very specific psychological pressure which is 
unfavorable for the composed weighing of decisions. It would therefore 
be necessary to give some thought when the opportunity arises, to an 
amendment of the criminal proceedings code, in order to completely 
eliminate the presence of television from courtrooms. 


I began with a specific situation and even still, the subject of press 
publications is the work of people in the most varied human situations. 

The printing-press, camera and microphone are threatening tools, frequently 
more dangerous than the surgeon's scalpel. In medicine there exists a 
concept called "malpractice," when the doctor is not protected in the face 
of accountability either by good will or by a subj-ctive conviction, that 
he acted fairly and in the patient's interest. But a “journalistic 
malpractice"? Such a concept does not eixst. The proposed legal 
regulation does not in essence change the present situation in the area 

of criminal accountability, which gives the journalist a more favorable 
position in a dispute than an eventual adversary. The journalist can 
however always fall upon article 1/79 from the Penal Code, which states that 
there is no crime connected with injury of character if "in making the 
accusation the author is publicly acting on a conviction based upon a 
justified principle, that the accusation is correct and that he is socially 
protecting a justified interest." In the area of civil law the draft 
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makes a step forward in a certain sense by allowii.g acknowledgement by the 
court of monetary compensation for sustained harm concerning injury to 
personal reputation. In practice that step is meaningless, for one can 
receive compensation only in the case of a deliberate injury. Most 
frequently they are cases of thoughtlessness or negligence (for instance 
carelessly collected materials), which the law outlines ad nondeliberate 
guilt. 


Admittedly, the draft provides an obligation guaranteed with sanctions 
to publish a correction of the statement, tut it appears to me that that 
is too little. Accountability for “journalistic malpractice” is a 
difficult problem. The right to protection of personal reputation can 
stand in conflict with the right to criticize and with freedom to express 
one's opinion. It appears that one thing is beyond dispute. If an eventual 
sentence can be pronounced only after consideration of all the facts (and 
here, subjective persuasion about the fairness of action is essential for 
the final decision), then compensation, also in the form of financial 
indemnity, for the person who was treated unfairly should solely be 
connected with the fact of the presence of a real injury, independent of 
what the author's intention's were in the harmful publication. Action in 
bad faith, conscious publication of unfair accusations is after all a 
crime which completely disqualifies the journalist. Regarding the 
comparisons referred to earlier, ome can say that the situation is the 
same as in the case of a doctor who deliberately harms his patient. The 
press law should outline this explicitly, for an appeal to the principles 
of professional ettiquette is not enough in this case. 


These were only a few comments connected with the reading of the press 
law. They conceatrate on that which most directly concerns the journalist 
as well as the eader. Among others I left out matters connected with 
the creation of and scope of action stipulated by the draft of the Press 
Council. That topic, I feel, requires separate treatment. 
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ROMANIA 


PERENNIAL NATURE, DEVELOPMENT OF MARXIST THOUGHT 
Bucharest ERA SOCIALISTA in Romanian No 9, 10 May 83 pp 39-41 
[Article by Nestor Ignat: "Perennial and Developed Marxist Philosophy" ] 


{Text} A century after his death and 165 years since the birth of the author of 
"Das Kapital," fierce passions continue to be expressed regarding his concepts. The 
gradual recognition of certain scientific merits, which, furthermore, are incon- 
testable, has not eliminated the attempts to convince the broad public that Marx, 
as a theoretician of the revolution, was long ago dead and buried. 


More than any other time, therefore, we feel that it is appropriate at this 
historical distance to take into consideration the fate of Marx's teachings. 


What does it represent today? What messages does it offer for the future? 


Natually, such questions can raise objections from those who consider Marxism to 
be an axiomatic truth in its overall form, as well as from those who claim that 
Marx is entirely outdated. 


The immense area covered by Marxism, the multitude of fields and aspects that it 
considers as a unified system and the complexity of the theoretical and practical 
problems that it raises make any review especially difficult. 


In order to find a starting point, would it not be of interest to first ask 
ourselves: what did Marxism mean a century ago? 


The most appropriate response, it seems to us, is the one contained in the 
speech made at the burial of the deceased celebrity in the Highgate Cemetery 

in London by his inseparable comrade of ideas and struggle, Friedrich Fngels. 

A coauthor - with a level of participation that is sufficiently difficult to 
determine in relationship to that made by Marx - of what was later named Marxism, 
Engels then presented with great brevity and sobriety, which were required even 
more so at those moments of profound pain, the characterization of the fundamental 
and durable contribution of his great friend as a scientist and revolutionary. 
"Marx," said Engels, “discovered the law of the development of the history of 
mankind... and the special law on the movement of the contemporary capitalist 
means of production and the bourgeois society generated by it.” 
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Only just one of these discoveries of great proportions, stressed the author 
of “Anti-Duhring," would have been enough success for a man's life. A profound 
and prolific researcher in very many of the fields of science, Marx was 
capable of sincerely enjoying each new theoretical discovery, including those 
whose practical application could not yet be foreseen. Above all else, he felt 
that science was "a motive force from a historical point of view and a 
revolutionary force." 


The struggle was his element, said Engels, and its purpose was "the liberation 
of the modern proletariat, for whom, for the first time, he made known their 
situation and their needs, and the conditions necessary for their emancipation." 
These few words do not, certainly, cover the vastness of the works left to us 

by Marx, but they have the incontestable merit to show the essence of these 
works. Today, it seems even clearer that the fundamental discoveries to which 
Engels was referring are precisely those that have given the working class and 
the revolutionary movements throughout the world a precise compass and a guide 
that has been verified numerous times in the most diverse and complex political 
and geographic circumstances. 


In order to bring to light Marx's special contributions in the sphere of 
philosophical thought, we should note his thesis about Feuerbach in which he 
announces a new status for philosphy: it had been merely an interpretation of 
the world, but from now on it was to effectively change the world and, somehow, 
itself become part of reality. 


Actually, Marx's concept and his discoveries have been proven efficient not 
only on the plane of ideas, but - due to the placement in social reality 

of scientific bases and their theoretical consistency - also capable of 
uncovering the paths for the radical transformation of human society during 
our trouble century and of opening new horizons for man. Thus was born the 
most revolutionary philosophical concept about nature, thought and society 
precisely because in the most diverse national and international circumstances 
it has been shown that it has a solid, durable core, that is, one objectively 
true. 


Perhaps the most paradoxical thing in the creation of this philosphy was 
Marx's discovery - in the era of certain scholarly thinkers such as a Kant 
and a Hegel and in the completely abstract appearance in the areas of pure, 
fundamental research not having immediate practical application - of the most 
complete theories regarding development. This was material dialectics which, 
through a radical turn and its extraction from objective, material reality, 
was placed in his hands, those of his followers, the revolutionary classes 
and the people struggling for social and national liberty. 


Therefore, Marx armed us with the dialectic, not just exclusively on the plane 
of ideas, but also with its discovery in reality: the dialectic, a method of 
research and, certainly, not just a method but also the concept that makes it 
possible.He extended materialism beyond the borders that had been set by 
Feuerbach, that is, in history and in the social field. A crucial factor is 
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his discovery that in society and in the history of mankind there are laws at 
work which are no more of "a historical being" than that of the nature of 
physical objects, but rather they are, at the same time, of a type other than 
these, with there being a dialectical nature in the relationship between the 
general, particular and individual, between the necessary and the casual, and 
between social awareness and social existence, one infinitely more complex, 
more remote and more full of traps and illusions for the process of understanding. 
We owe to Marxism the no less significant finding that within the inextricable 
multitude of factors in any social system the one that determines historical 
movement and the transition from one qualitative form to another, from one 
Structure to another is, in the final analysis and,clearly, over long periods 

of time, the economic factor - the forces and relationships of production - 

even if in historical reality this factor frequently expresses itself indirectly 
through the intermediary of the ideological superstructure and, especially, 
politics, with this being determined, for its part, by a subtle situation, 

one reflecting any simplication of dogma, but also one which through its 
complexity has permitted all kinds of self-mystification and mystification 

right up to our times. Thus, we are talking about revealing the internal 

laws for the appearance and disappearance of social systems, a mechanism 

that is in constant change, like society itself, and which, Marx noted, 

must be studied scientifically in accordance with the specific conditions 

of each historical stage. Marxism represents the theoretical instrument which 
has offered the working class and, under certain conditions, an ever greater 
number of natural allies (tending to include all the people) the opportunity 

to liberation themselves from exploitation, with all the implications and 
consequences stemming from this: understanding the historical meaning of 

class struggle and elaborating its political and organizational forms; the 

need to acquire political power and establish a real democracy that is capable 
of protecting and ensuring the transition to a higher step in the new system - 
communism - as an administrator of human affairs by people themselves without 
the intermediary of certain hypostasized forces (the state, political parties), 
whose existence will fully end with the fulfillment of their historical mission. 


Such fundamental contributions from Marx, to which we could, certainly, add 
others, are also today, as in the past, the targets of attacks from the 
adversaries of Marxism of all types and ail degrees. And, this is not surprising. 


If the ideas of Marx and Engels were among those that were part of an outdated 
doctrine or were part of a dogmatic treatment, the task of those people who would 
combat their ideas would be infinitely easier because all they would have to do 
is make two columns: the so-called theses and principles on one side and what 
actually happened in reality onthe other. Nonetheless, attempts of this nature 
were not lacking. For that reason, even Marx and Engels felt the need, right 
from the first years of their creative cooperation, to put a limit on any 

type of dogmatism: ''The establishment of the future and the resolution of all 
the problems for all times from here on out are not our business." Similarly, 
wrote Marx, "we are not presenting to the world a picture of ourselves as some 
doctrinarians with a new principle: here is the truth, fall on your knees 
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before it!"1 And, later Engels noted: "Communism is not a doctrine, but 
a movement: it begins not with principles, but from facts."2 


Precisely because Marxism is not a corps of preestablished theses that 
have been deduced from abstract principles, in other words a dogmatic 
doctrine, the efforts of its adversaries have been concentrated against 
the dialectic, the living core of the revolutionary concept. 


Their dissatisfaction is especially brought about by the unshakeable link 
between Marxims and the facts, with the reality in its movement and development, 
with the objective nature of this movement and, in the final analysis, with 

the constantly updated theoretical content of social existence that is 

in development. The special law on the movement of the capitalist means of 
production, discovered by Marx, and the means in which it is created, developed 
and designed for the disappearance of the system produced by capitalism 

do not lose their cognitive and operational value upon the evolution of this 
system, but, on the contrary, further offer the possibility to decipher new 
phenomena, even if at one point or another certain researchers fall behind 
reality. 


The central point where all the attempts to distort Marxism meet is precisely 
that which represents its essence and power: the indestructible link of the 
theory with practice, the generation of theory by practice and the application 
and movement of the theory in practice. 


Despite all the attacks directed against it, Marx's lessons have survived and, 
even more, they have continuously developed. 








No one can seriously attribute to Marx's concept everything that has been 
achieved on the field of revolutionary struggle during this period, nor 

can he be blamed for the difficulties, complications, sacrifices, shortcomings 
and errors that have cropped up along this path. No one, however, can leave 
Marx aside if one truly wants to take further the cause of revolution in 

one country or another, under the new historical, national and international 
conditions. 


What has and what can development mean in reference to the fate itself of 
Marxist teachings? 


Marxism is a unified system, a philosophical concept having references from 
and for the natural and social sciences and, especially for political 
revolutionary practice. Precisely for this reason, it is very difficult to 
evaluate the influence of Marxist concepts upon the philosophical and social- 
political thought in the 19th and 20th centuries, with it being present not 
only among those thinkers and militants who openly recognized it - we would 
note merely one of the most renown of our times: Jean-Paul Sartre - but also 
among many others who in a polemical or discreet manner reoriented themselves 
in relationship with the new ideas and realities, the theories and even the 
political practices. 














In all these cases, which deserve an examination filled with interest and 
a critical, objective approach, we cannot speak, in a way, of a development 
of Marxism, but merely of his theoretical influence. 


Marx and Engels founded a new philosophical discipline - dialectical materialism 
and historical materialism. Marxism brought about a turning point in political 
economics, in history and in sociology and political science, and it elaborated 
the theory of scientific socialism, with all these being in close connection 
with the fundamental discoveries of science in their times and on the basis 

of the generalization of them and revolutionary experiences. 


In this regard, the role played by Marx is similar in ways to the work of 

the founders of modern natural science, like a Galileo or a Newton. Although 

no one - as far as we know - has ever named physics "Galileoism" or "Newtonism," 
this science, and we could say science in general with all its stormly develop- 
ment, which stands at the foundations of contemporary civilization, science 
will remain for a long time tied not only to their names, but, especially, also 
to their new views about understanding nature, their methods of research and 
their concept of science, founded on observations and experiments, on exact 
measurements of the relationships between phenomena in motion and upon the 
application of mathematics in the formulation of objective laws on physical 
reality. This meant a giant step for man in general and opened anew epoch in 
the history of knowledge and humanity. 


The updating of the modern sciences, sometimes by leaps, does not ignore but 
rather requires the moment on continuity. This is also the reason why one can 
speak of a real development in the case of the natural sciences. 


Does there also exist a development of this type in the case of dialectical 
and historical materialism? Here it would be appropriate for us not to lose 
sight of the fundamental fact that we are talking about philosophy and not 
about the natural sciences and that the subject being dealt with has a global 
nature and the laws that have been discovered cannot be directly verified 
with the means used by experimental sciences. 





Marx's discoveries and the method developed by him have decisively contributed 
to placing research in the social field on scientific bases, deducing ideas 
from social reality and from history, and not conversely, and eliminating, 
therefore, sterile explanations in light of certain abstract, "absolute" 
principles and certain pure values or certain noble desires. 


Dialecticai and historical materialism and the other fundamental disciplines 
founded or spawned by Marx today seem to be something other than during the 
times of the great thinker. But, in the later developments, which substantially 
enriched the content and even changed the form of systematizing dialecticai 

and historical materialism, we continue to see Marx's vision and methods, which 
are alive and lasting in Marxism even if some of his theses were not confirmed 
by history or if new realities have sprung up that were impossible for Marx 

to see. 
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Continuing and developing the heritage left by Marx does not mean making a 
fad out of the teachings of this great person or considering it to be in- 
fallible or to hold certain absolute truths. Nothing could be more un-Marxist 
or even anti-Marxist than such an evaluation, either stated or left under- 
stood, about Marxism. Such distortions can be put alongside others that, 

in the other direction, have the pretense of "saving" and "improving" Marx 

by eliminating the essential elements, that is, materialism or dialectics. 
The teaching of certain distortions as "Marxism" regarding his concepts about 
the world caused Marx to once state (in French): "As far as I am concerned, 
all they know is that I am not a Marxist."3 


In which directions has Marxism developed and what was alive in it during this 
century? Despite all his exhausting efforts, Marx did not come to achieve, 

to a degree, his projects. His main work, Das Kapital, was not completely 
published by him. Marx's philosophical ideas did not obtain a systematic 
expression, with the exception, perhaps, of his doctoral thesis and the works 
from his younger years or they are found in the research dedicated to other 
sciences (political economics), in his correspondence and so forth. The 
philosophical part of Marxism was elaborated in a series of works by F. Engels, 
some of which were known and also accepted by Marx. Neither Marx nor Engels 
covered (and could not cover) all the fields and problems. This has remained 
and remains today the task of the researchers who are contributing to the 
development of dialectical and historical materialism through the extension 
and application of Marxist dialectical methods to the study of certain very 
new unworked fields. As Engels said somewhere, as well as in science, this 
activity cannot be the work of any one man, but only cf all of mankind in 

the unending process of increasing knowledge. 


Dialectical and historical materialism, Marxist political economics, scientific 
socialism and other disciplines are developing not just through the extension 
and application of Marxist methods to new fields of research, that is, not 

just through accumulation, quantitatively. Accumulation itself, as is known, 
leads to qualitative changes. Materialism, said Engels, takes a new form with 
each great discovery in science. The great social revolutions of our century 

and their consequences and the new phases of the scientific-technical revolution 
made possible and inspired other steps in the evolution of all these disciplines. 


It is natural that scientific thought and Marxist philosophy are not developing 
and cannot develop in a linear fashion, without contradictions and without errors, 
but rather by way of a continuing confrontation witn other concepts, thus being 
permanently enriched on the basis of the advances of science and everything that 
seems valuable in human thought. 


In this confrontation between the old and the new on the national and international 
levels - especially necessary in the social field and in history where confirmation 
of practice is complex and requires a long time - there has been an ever clearer 
necessary decantation between constitutive ideological factors that are closely 
connected one to another and with an interdependency between them, but, none- 
theless, with specific requirements and criteria. We are talking about, on 
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one hand, the philosophical concept of Marxist origin and the social sciences 
based on the dialectical view and method, and on the other hand about the 
practical aspects and the policies elaborated in one country or another by 
the revolutionary parties of the working class. Similarly, it should not be 
forgotten that ideology, like all ideas - in the case of the socialist 
countries consciously founded on a scientific philosophical concept, also 
contain contradictory aspects, spontanecus reactions to social awareness, 
mentalities, biases and hol’’»vers - sometimes considerable in nature - from 
the ideologies of the old systems and sufficient influences stemming from 
the outside. 


The true force of Marxism lies precisely in its ability to come out, in what 

it essentially has, as the winner in this confrontation, sometimes being 
developed also through a denunciation and an elimination of theses that are 
outdated and of what was true under certain historical conditions but which 

no longer is under other conditions, a process that conforms as much as possible 
with the spirit itself of Marxist dialectics. 


On the other hand, Marxism has been harmed and is being harmed by everything 
that is contrary to its scientific essence: the absolutization of doctrine and 
the use of the inacceptable argument of authority ("magister dixit"); simplist- 
icism (for example, reducing dialectics to the simple finding of changes in 
objective reality; the identification of practices - a complex philosophical 
concept having broad application - with current political successea); the 
isolation and fear of that which does not conform to preestablished theses; 

the avoidance of the great problems of science and society and the neglect- 

ing of the new discoveries and progress in theory and in practice. 


The adversaries of Marxism have frequently been at war not with the truths 
of Marx's ideas and with the current presentation of them - which they did 
not know or pretended they did not know - but with the caricature of Marxism 
that has resulted from the distortions of the type pointed out above. 


The dialectical materialist concept and method are not and cannot be the 
monopoly of anyone. Their development was and is more than any other time 

a task of all those who are working in this field, in theory and in practice 
and in the most diverse circumstances and places across the entire planet. 


The real development of dialectical thought does not have to do with merely 

‘an inventive spirit or the speculative originality of one person or another, 

but rather it is linked, especially in the case of Marxist theory, to economic, 
political and specific ideological conditions, and it implies the permanent, 
detailed, encompassing study of reality and revolutionary practice. The creative 
development of Marxist thought involves the obligation of the supreme responsibil- 
ity to defend the scientific nature of theoretical research, thus also guarantee- 
ing its true political, transforming value. 


In this regard, we feel that the last decades have demonstrated more than ever 
the vitality of materialist dialectics, its power to generalize the results 




















of scientific research in the fields of nature and society, the enrichment 
of its methodological possibilities and its ability to be creatively 
applied and developed and to be embedded in the national soil. 


In Romania, the teachings of Marx and Engels early-on penetrated the political 
party of the working class, 90 years since its founding, adopting it as a 
political guide. The Romanian Communist Party was created under the sign 

of Marxist-Leninist concepts. In its intrepid struggle for the revolutionary 
transformation of Romanian society, carried out for the most part under 

the difficult circumstances of the persecution unleashed by the landowner- 
bourgeois regime and fascism, the communist party and our working class 

found in these ideas - beyong the errors and distortions that also impact 

upon the evolution of Marxism in Romania - an irreplaceable guide in complex 
and contradictory situations that it successfully went through. 


Our party and its secretary general, comrade Nicolae Ceausescu, have urged 

and are urging a mastery and development of Marxist thought in a creative 
spirit, offering the example of boldly using the dialectical materialist 
method in finding certain new solutions to the great problems of building 

our multilaterally developed socialist society and of international situations, 
which represent original contributions to the development of Marx's scientific 
legacy. 


Despite all the critical remarks and justified exigencies - contained in 
party documents - regarding the shortcomings of research in different fields, 
especially with regards to the too restricted contributions in the study 

of the current problems of socialism in Romania, nonetheless incontestable 
results have been obtained in the development of Romanian Marxist thought, 
especially during the period since the Ninth Party Congress. 


An impressive number of scientists have published works regarding the applica- 
tion of the materialist-dialectic method in their fields of activity. Works 
have appeared in logics and dialectical logic, in the theory of knowledge, 

in ontology, philosophical anthropolgy, axiology, ethics, esthetics and 
sociology, politiology and in research dedicated to socialist humanism that 
are characterized by the effort to find new solutions precisely in those 

areas of philosophical and scientific problems where, in the past, there 

were serious delays. 


During these important years, works have appeared on the history of the 

country bearing the imprint of the Marxist concept upon history, which 

allowed it to illuminate certain aspects that were well-examined in the past 
but were fundamental. Of real help in this case also were the observations 

left by Marx himself, who found time to study - beginning with the contemporary 
events of his times in central, eastern and southeastern Europe - fundamental 
chapters and processes in the history of the Romanian people. 


In the field of philosophy, about which this article is especially concerned, 
progress has also been made with regards to understanding the history of 


114 














Romanian philosophical thought. Today it is much more clearer that one cannot 
treat the history of this thought in the Marxist spirit, simplifying or 
avoiding the specific problem, the main foreign influences (and in Romania 
they were fully exercised, with a noteable following and influence of classical 
German philosophy - of which Engels stressed there also was an influence from 
the German socialists - especially from Kant and Hegel, as well as French 
rationalism) or, especially, the works of the most significant thinkers in 
Romania, who contributed to the creation of the specialized vocabulary and 
which, in a good understanding of the question, does not at all mean a de- 
nunciation of the criticism of idealism, of our own point of view or of a 
rethinking, today, of these problems, but rather just the opposite. The 
repetition at an average level of all the problems does not mean creative 
work, but rather the movement from one place of those for which tradition, 
current efforts, the requirements of life and certain ineffable aptitudes 
force us to be better prepared, in a position furthermore to affirm ourselves 
in national and world culture. 


It cannot but please us to see the appearance, let us say, alongside the works 
of Marx, Engels, Lenin and the works of Hegel, overwhelming undertakings of 
high competency, the start of republication of new translations of the works 
of Plato (in addition to those of Aristotle published long ago’ or those of 
Emmanuel Kant, as well as those of certain important contemporary thinkers. 

It is also praiseworthy to see the vast action to publish works regarding 
esthetics and the theory of contemporary art dealing with diverse orientations. 
Today, in the new climate established in our country in the spirit of creative 
Marxism - conditions have been created for a better philosophical training 

of young people. This would not have been possible if, along with the thorough 
research into the works of the founders of scientific socialism, those persons 
who were interested in philosphy had not confronted the right questions with 
the great spiritual creations of humanity and with the experiences of 
revolutionary practices of socialist construction. 


The works of the classics of Marxism and revolutionary theory should be known 
directly in their main works, certainly, but also in many others that appear 
to be less important. No type of resume, summary presentation by anthologists, 
which are nonetheless necessary, can replace the charm of direct lectures 

on some of the fundamental works of scientific socialism. 


A skilled master of writing in German (furthermore, he also wrote other languages) 
and a shining newspaperman, Marx is also read today not only for what he had 

to say, but also for the manner in which he expressed his thoughts. The logical 
form, clarity, power of suggestion, the ability to express himself concisely 

and to find memorable formulations, the verbal inventions, his gift of narration 
and the other qualities of Marx's style of writing made him one of the most 
successful authors of philosophical, scientific and historical works. 


Marxism did not spring forth ready-made, like Pallas Athena from the head of 
Zeus, but it is the result of a long, complicated and dramatic process in which 
its creator himself comes out as an exemplary scholar and fighter. 
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To the scientists, philosophers and militants of our days Marx left, perhaps, 
the most eloquent saying: "At the threshold of science, however, as well as 
at the entrance to hell, this requirement should be written: 


Pursue, it is said, the bitter doubts, 
And any fear will wither away dead.'4 


FOOTNOTES 


l. K. Marx, F. Engels, "Works," Vol 1, Politica Publishing House, 1960, pp 379, 
380-381. 


2. K. Marx, F. Engels, "Works," Vol 4, Politica Publishing House, 1963, p 323. 
3. K. Marx, F. Engels, "Works," Vol 22, Politica Publishing House, 1965, p 70. 


4. Dante's "Divine Comedy" in Romanian by Eta Boeriu. See K. Marx, F. Engels, 
"Works," Vol 13, Politica Publishing House, 1962, p ll. 
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ROMANIA 


COMMUNIST PARTY AS CENTER OF SOCIALIST SOCIETY 
Bucharest ERA SOCIALISTA in Romanian No 9, 10 May 83 pp 27-29 


[Article by Ion Mitran and Marin Nedelea: "The Communist Party, The Vital Center 
of Our Socialist Society] 


[Text] The historical experience of the national and social liberation struggles, 
the socialist revolutions carried out to date and the socialist construction in 
a large number of countries have brought to light the law-like nature of the 
existence and actions of the revolutionary party of the working class and the 
masses of workers and its leading role in the building of the new order. 


Socialism, as a social system of a historically new type, knows a fundamental 
change in the relationship between the spontaneous and the conscious in social 
development and a considerable increase in the awareness factor. Under these 
conditions, there is necessarily an increase in the role of the revolutionary 
party of the working class, capable of ensuring a profound understanding of 
domestic and international realities and the objective requirements of social 
progress, of independently drawing up the strategies and tactics for action and 
the general political line corresponding to the conditions of each stage of 
development in the country and of involving and guiding the masses in the work 

of consciously building the new social system. This phenomenon was also confirmed 
by the revolution and socialist construction in Romania. All the development in 
our country over the last 4 decades has demonstrated the historical and social- 
political legitimacy of the leading role of the party and the justness of its 
policies, faithfully followed by all the people who see in it the fullest embodi- 
ment of their interests and hopes. As comrade Nicolae Ceausescu pointed out, the 
party "earned the trust and love of the popular masses and the people as a result 
of its continuous service in the interest of the workers and the entire nation, 
of the firm implementation of socialist principles and of its firm efforts to 
continuously raise the people's material and cultural standard of living and to 
constantly strengthen the country's independence and sovereignty." 


The Role of the Communist Party in Leading Socialist Society 


In the contemporary world, it is an ever clearer conclusion that one of the paths 
for resolving the complex problems of the epoch is the quality of social-political 
leadership. Social theories show that economic-social development depends not only 
upon the material possibilities and resources, but also upon the carrying out 
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of an efficient leadership that is exercised on rational and scientific bases. 
By virtue of the level of rationality and the degree of efficiency attained, 
political leadership represents a dynamic, mobilizing factor that is capable 

of better using the existing resources, of promoting optimum solutions and of 
going beyond difficulties that spring up in one area or another. The ability of 
social leadership to stimulate progress resides in its unification with ad- 
vanced science, in receptiveness to new things and in the promotion of higher 
values according to the requirements of improving society. 


The dialectics of the development of socialist society is characterized on 

the political level by a specific continuity and discontinuity depending upon 

the situation existing under this relationship in capitalism. The political 
revolution, called upon to open the path for appropriate social transformations 

in all the areas of social affairs, changes the class content and nature of state 
power and modifies radically the relationship of the forces between the main 
existing parties or political and social organizations. There continues to be, 
however, a certain continuity with regards to the manner of operation of the 
political system, which has to do not so much with the specific class nature 

of the existing political organizations, also including the state, but with 

the social determinism specific to the phenomenon of political affairs and with 
the democratic forms of the political mechanism which are the result of historical 
development and the struggle of the progressive forces of society, which socialism 
accepts, develops and takes further. 


The historical legitimacy of the leading role of the Romanian Communist Party, 
the continuator of the best traditions for struggle of the people for social 

and national liberation, resides in the fact that it has worked and is working 
as the true exponent of the fundamental interests of the working class and all 
the people. It has militated and is militating consistently for the progress of 
Romanian society through its radical renewal on the path of revolutionary trans- 
formation and for the provision of full national independence and the country's 
active affirmation in the international arena. The establishment of our party 

as the leading political force of Romanian socialist society is not the result 
of a subjective wish, but rather the result itself of historical development, 
with it carrying out a vast and rich activity for the scientific elaboration 

of those measures and solutions necessary to move forward and for the organiza- 
tion and mobilization of the people's forces in the direction of the harmonious 
development of the forces of production on the basis of modernizing industry and 
agriculture and of furthering socialist democracy end the participation of the 
masses in all social affairs. Its role as the leading political force in Romanian 
socialist society has been powerfully affirmed by the degree of development in 
the work to build a socialist society. The understanding of the trends of the 
development of socialist society in all their complexity, the establishment, on 
this basis, of the objectives of each historical stage, the organization and 
leadership of the masses on the road to progress and the achievement of the 
great opportunities available to socialism are closely linked to the existence 
and dynamic actions of the revolutionary party of the working class. 
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Our social practices, prcoductive work and political and ideological activities 
have completely confirmed the revolutionary theory of scientific socialism 
with regard to the role of the political leadership of the working class 

party in the socialist revolution and construction. Moving from such a concept, 
comrade Nicolae Ceausescu points out that "the party represents the nucleus 
around which all society gravitates and from which the energy and light 

radiate which put into motion and ensure the operation of the entire mechanism 
of the socialist system. For its part, the party is continuously regenerated 
under the powerful force of the rays of energy and light that are constantly 
directed towards it from the ranks of our socialist nation. We can say that 

the communist party fills the role as the vital center of our entire social 
system. The normal operation of this center represents a sine qua non condition 
for the continuing development of socialist society." 


[In such a view, the party, as a specific subsystem of a political nature within 
the framework of the overall social system, has the decisive role in the 
conscious coordination and guidance of the entire social system. From it emanates 
the daring thoughts that are designed to ensure the revolutionary transformation 
of society and the force that actuates all the creative energies of the people. 
In this spirit, the secretary general of the party stressed that "in the current 
Stage of development of Romanian socialist society and under the conditions 

of developing socialist society and improving the democratic framework for 

the participation of the popular masses in the management of all sectors, our 
party has the lofty mission to constitute the political force to organize and 
make dynamic all economic-social activities. It represents and will continue 

to represent the vital center for the operation of our socialist society. The 
party is not placed ‘above society' as a transmitter of directives and orders 

to the workers, whose role would be reduced to that of simple executors, but 
rather - as was also noted at the National Conference of the party - it works 
within society and the entire socialist nation and from within state and 
economic organisms and mass and public organizations, closely blending its 
activities with those of the broad masses and organizing and leading their 
constructive work. 


Carrying out a vast activity in the scientific elaboration of measures and 
solutions needed to move forward and in the organization and mobilization of 

the nation's forces in fulfilling the established objectives, the party exercises 
its leading political role effectively in all the spheres of social affairs, from 
the production of material goods to ideological-educational activities and from 
the improvement of social relations to scientific, artistic and cultural affairs 
in all the workers’ units and collectives. The continually enriched social 
experience shows that the leading role of the party is achieved in all the 
components of these functions, that is, in an organic, indissoluble unity 

between the elaboration of the general political line, the political-organiza- 
tional actions for implementing this line, the permanent placement of cadres and 
party members in the middle of affairs, and the programatic carrying out of a 
vast militant ideological activity. 


By exercising the leading political role in our society, the party fulfills a 
series of well-determined functions, which are not static or immutable, but 
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which are modified on the basis of transformations in society. It fulfills 

a theoretical-prospective function of drawing up the general political line 
and of clarifying the ideology at each stage of the country's economic-social 
development. In this regard, an eloquent example is the analysis undertaken 
by our party and its secretary general, comrade Nicolae Ceausescu, at the 
enlarged plenary session of the RCP Central Committee in June 1982 and at the 
last National Conference of the party. 


The scientific analysis of political and economic-social phenomena and the 
drawing up on this basis of theoretical theses and principles, programatic 
objectives and strategies and tactics take place thus within the framework 

of the leadership fora of the party, the congresses, the aational conferences 
and the plenary sessions of the Central Committee. 


As is shown in the documents of the March 1983 Plenary Session of the RCP 
Central Committee, the carrying out of all social affairs in our country 
demonstrates that the Romanian Communist Party is honorably fulfilling the 
historical mission to organize and lead the struggle and the work of the 
Romanian people on the path of great revolutionary, socialist transformations. 
The ascendant development of the new system powerfully shows with deeds the 
justness of the party's policies and the work filled with self-sacrifice by 
the working class, the peasantry, the intelligentsia and all the workers, 
regardless of nationality, and all the people. 


The successful fulfillment of the objectives established by the 12th Congress 
and the National Conference regarding Romania's movement to a new stage of 
development, the achievement of a new quality in work and life in all the 

areas of socialist construction, the implementation of the programs regarding 
the more rapid development of the energy base and the raw materials base 

require as an objective necessity the growth in the leading role of the party, 
the continuing strengthening of its ranks, the raising of the political-ideolog- 
ical level of party members and the growth of the force of unity of struggle and 
action of all party organs and organizations. 


As the vital center of our socialist society, the RCP exercises the functions 

of sole organizer and coordinator of social activities, drawing up the political 
line and practical measures regarding the assignment of forces and cadres and 
coordinating the efforts of all the workers towards the fulfillment of objectives 
and tasks. The exercise of the organizational function of the party through this 
avenue means carrying out an intense activity to mobilize the workers to fulfill 
the general political line and current and future tasks. 


In our party's concept and practice, the essential criterion for the evaluation 
of the quality and efficiency of the work of the party organs and organizations 
is the specific results that are obtained by the workers collectives in economic 
affairs, in the organization and management of work, in the resolution of social 
problems and in the carrying out of educational activities. 


There is special significance in the ideological-educational function, of making 
the masses aware and of having ideological and political training for the purpose 
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of creating the new man, the conscious builder of socialism and communism. 

To this end, by drawing up guidelines and programs for the ideological 
activities tor each stage the party educates its members and cadres in a 
militant and revolutionary spirit about the decisive struggle against every- 
thing that is outdated, about the courageous elimination of negative states 

ot affairs and about the firm promotion of new things. It cultivates among 

the ranks of the communists the exigent, constructive critical spirit, the 
desire for self-improvement and self-surpassing efforts, communist humanism, 
patriotism and solidarity with the cause of social progress in the entire world. 


The party tulfills its role carrying out an intense international activity, 
beginning with the idea whereby the fulfillment of its basic duties to the 
working class and the Romanian people takes place within the framework of 

the general evolution of mankind towards socialism and in the context of a 
multitude of events and phenomena that are occurring in the world and which 
must be permanently taken into consideration. The Program and Statute of the 
party contain definitions of the principles which the RCP places at the basis 
of its relations with the other communist and workers parties and with the 
other forces of revolution and progress: full equality, respect for the right 
of each party to draw up independently its general political line, strategy 
and tactics of the revolutionary struggle, non-interference in the domestic 
attairs of other parties, collaboration and mutual assistance, brotherly 
solidarity in dealing with and resolving problems and the achievement of 

a new type of unity in the international communist movement based upon 

the equality and independence of each party and upon the common ideology 

of scientific socialism. 


The Continuing Strengthening of the Leading Role of the Party - A Requirement 
of the Current Stage 


The process of building a multilaterally developed socialist society and the 
current stage of building the new system bring increased exigencies and 
responsibilities before the party and bring about the continued growth in 

its leading role and its ever more powerful involvement in the study of 
realities and in the promotion of a policy of a nature to reflect the new 

real economic, political and ideological trends which are confronting Romanian 
society. 


The fulfillment of the historical mission that the party has and will have 

for a long time under the best possible conditions is closely linked to the 
application of the truth that the organizational structures, as well as the 
forms and means of social-political activity, are not immutable, rigid and 

set once and for all, but rather they need to be continuously modified in 
accordance with the transformations in society and its constantly new re- 
quirements. In the view of comrade Nicolae Ceausescu, the party, like any 
social organism, must constantly improve its entire activity, always being 

the force that ensures the elimination from economic-social affairs of every- 
thing that is old and no longer corresponds to new conditions and that daringly 
promotes new things, starting with the final goal of the new system and the 
scientific analysis of realities. 
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One of the objectives of the current stage, as established by the National 
Conference of the party, is the improvement of social organization and leader- 
ship since the fundamental tasks regarding economic development, the modern- 
ization of industry and agriculture, the improvement of the state's activities 
and those of all social organisms, and the raising of the level of the nation's 
material and cultural affairs must be fulfilled harmoniously, uniformly and 
consistently. The party begins with the consideration that in light of the 
concept about the progress of the new system and its legitimacy the leadership 
of socialist society involves the scientific understanding of the inter- 
conditioning and trends in the development of the different components of the 
social and political system and the relationships between then. 


The fundamental principle of the organizational structure of our party's 
activities is democratic centralism, a principle which ensures the harmonious 
blending of the participation of party organizations and members in the 
discussion and elaboration of decisions with responsibility and discipline 

in carrying out the decisions that are adopted. In accordance with the principle 
of democratic centralism, the strengthening of the leading role of the party 
takes place under conditions of furthering internal party democracy and of 
ensuring the broad discussion and active participation of communists in the 
elaboration and fulfillment of the party's policies. As was once again shown 
in the March 1983 Plenary Session of the RCP Central Committee, there is 
special significance in the firm application of the principles of internal 
party democracy, an inseparable part of revolutionary workers democracy. It is 
a law of party affairs that its members will analyze the problems that concern 
each organization and will take part in the making of decisions so that in 
discussions they will confront all opinions in order to arrive at a just 
position. This is even more necessary so decisions that are close to the 
requirements of life will not be lacking an exchange of opinions, with the 
essential condition being that party members will express their observations, 
proposals and opinions within the framework of party fora, that is, where the 
clarification of any type of problem is achieved. In accordance with the 
principle of democratic centralism, it is understood that disputes and contro- 
versies come to an end once a decision is made. Carried out in a democratic 
atmosphere having as its goal the clarification of problems, discussions 
represent the indispensible condition for the achievement of the dynamic 

role of each party organization. 


The political system of socialist society - within which the party holds the 
key, catalyst role - has a great diversity and concinues to improve, as 
generated by dynamic modifications that take place in the economic and social 
structure of society. The homogenization of society - a partial process 
stimulated by the affirmation of the common, unified interests of the masses, 
without leading to a uniformity, to a "disestablishment" of the positions, 
needs and interests specific to the different social classes and categories, 
and to the annulment of contradictions - brings to the foreground the problem 
of political structures and organisms and their functionality. The analysis 
of political realities and the obvious integration into an overall view of 
the components of the mechanism of social-political affairs - the party, the 
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socialist state and the mass and public organizations - shows that the role 
and diverse functions of these are exercised in one direction under the 
leadership of the party. In this context, the leading political role of the 
party in our socialist society under no circumstances replaces the state 
organs, which have specific, well-defined responsibilities with regards to 
the country's laws and to the people. 


The multilateral development of society is marked by the continuing improvement 
of the democratic framework for the direct participation of the workers in 

the leadership of society. Under such conditions, the organisms and forms of 
democratic leadership in society are harmoniously combined with the organs 

of the socialist state. As comrade Nicolae Ceausescu stressed, the primary 

task of the state organs is to ensure, in close collaboration with the 
organisms of workers democracy and on the basis of judicious planning, the 
balanced development of the national economy, the achievement of certain 
appropriate proportions between the different facets and sectors of activity 
and the growth of the forces of production for the purpose of increasing 
national wealth and raising the general well-being of all the people. The 

broad and powerful system of socialist democracy does not exclude, but rather, 
on the contrary, calls for ensuring an improved system and for respecting 
directly party and state decisions and the laws and standards of social behavior. 
"The role of the party as the leading political force requires a permanent 
action for increasing the responsibility of the state organs and the democratic 
leadership organisms in society. The party has the mission to permanently work 
for the improvement and growth of the role of the state and all the democratic 
organisms in all sectors of activity," points out comrade Nicolae Ceausescu. 


Developing the theory about the party, the secretary general of the party 

calls for an even more profound understanding of the role of political leader- 
ship in our society and for going beyond certain concepts that corresponded 

to certain other stages and realities whereby the party merely represented 

a leading vanguard, a nucleus of professional revolutionaries. The leading role 
of the party and the growth of this role must be understood not at the general 
level, but in the sense of the specific, efficient actions of each party 
organization and each communist. For that reason, there is special significance 
in the increase in the spirit of responsibility and discipline in the direct 
fulfillment of party tasks and duties. In whatever position he might be found, 
the communist must give proof of having a highly-principled nature, responsibility 
and exigency and of working with all firmness for carrying out the country's 

laws and the party's decisions. The party organizations, the communists and the 
leadership cadres are a powerul renewing force both through their attributes 

and responsibilities and through their ability to clarify, persuade, unify 

and mobilize the broadest and most diverse categories of workers in the practical 
fulfillment of the party's policies. 


In defining the duties of party members, comrade Nicolae Ceausescu noted: 
"Communists must not forget for a moment that, having entered a revolutionary 
party, they have freely assumed the responsibility to work in an organized 
manner for the defense of the people's interests, for the victory of socialism 
and communism, for the defense of the country's independence and sovereignty, 
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and for a policy of international peace and cooperation. They do not have 
and cannot have separate rights or privileges. Their rights are the same 

as those of all the people. Their duty is to work for the achievement of 

all the measures for the development of the country and for the improvement 
of general welfare of the people, in close unity with and at the head of the 
masses of workers. They have the additional obligations, as revolutionaries 
and as members of a party that has assumed its historical role to lead all 
the people towards a better and more just society, towards a society without 
classes and towards a communist society." 


The party's close link with the working class, with the peasantry, with the 
intelligentsia and with all the workers, and its cooperation with the masses 
in the leadership of society represent one of the principles which directly 
guides our party. The party's force and strength has always been determined 
by its enduring involvement in social affairs. In the stage of building a 
multilaterally developed socialist society and advancing towards communisn, 
the party's ties with the masses of workers is amplified and diversified, 
becoming even more profound and acquiring new characteristic traits on the 
basis of the development of socialist democracy and the ever clearer affirma- 
tion of worker self-management and economic self-administration. 


Raising the level of political, professional, technical and scientific 
knowledge among the cadres and providing those activists who enjoy the 

trust of the popular masses and the peopte in all the fields, activists who 

are ready to serve the people, socialism and Romania's independence and 
sovereignty under any circumstances, represent one of the components of 

social efficiency in political leadership. The increased requirements regarding 
the quality of the work of party cadres and the strengthening of the control 
over their activities and lives have in mind precisely these cadres’ high 
social responsibilities and the prestige and trust that they must enjoy among 
the masses. 


One of the essential directions for strengthening the role of the party is 
the intensification of ideological activities that are designed to generate 
convictions, to stimulate progressive civic positions and to model cultural 
affairs. The National Conference of the party formulated, in this regard, a 
vast program of action for the purpose of spreading socialist awareness and 
imbedding in the masses the political culture based on the mastery of the 
party's revolutionary concepts. Permanently reflecting the affairs in the 
economy, in culture, in science and in international events, and the new 
phenomena and processes - some of which are inherently contradictory - 

the party's scientific, revolutionary ideology is that beacon which lights 
the continuing advancement along the path of socialism and communism. Its 
power to persuade stems from the scientific principles and high political and 
moral ideals from which it consistently starts and from its ability to 
undertake realistic, pertinent analyses of realities and to oppose retrograde 
concepts with arguments proven by social experience. 


Our party's theoretical and practical-political activities are filled with 
efforts to understand widely the general laws of the development of society, 
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to judicously report on the dialectical relationship between the actions of 
these general laws and specific conditions and to find and use the real 
wealth of objective determinations. 


By carrying out a rich ideological-educational activity, the party has in mind, 
certainly, the fact that between the permanence of the new system on the 
material level and the gradual affirmation of a generalized morale and 
convictions built on the social-political values of our society there is a 
clear interconditioning and the desire to implement the communist way of 
thinking and working is not automatically achieved by itself. In addition 

to the improvable socialist social reality, ideological activity is called 
upon to more efficiently contribute to raising the level of knowledge and 
understanding and the spirit of initiative and responsibility that will 
characterize the masses of workers to an ever greater degree. Keeping in 
mind that social development has become extremely dynamic, constantly 
bringing up new positive and negative facts and situations that must be 
explained and openly and courageously interpreted, ideological activity 

is faced with certain increased exigencies. For the purpose of improving this 
activity comrade Nicolae Ceausescu's evaluations are of an acutely current 
nature, whereby in order to understand the new phenomena and the new problems 
that appear as a result of the giant development of the forces of production, 
the scientific and technical revolution and the transformation of society it 
is necessary to have an intense effort for the study and scientific research 
of the new realities so as to give a competent response to the phenomena of 
today, certainly clearly researching the present and looking into the future 
with scientific far-sightedness. 


Beginning with the objective needs for the economic-social development 

of the country during the current stage and in the future, the party is 

giving its attention to the improvement of political leadership, corresponding 
to the continuing changes that are taking place in material and cultural affairs 
and in the country's social structure, and it is concerned about improving the 
general activities of leadership in society at an ever higher qualitative level. 
In exercising its historical mission, the party thus resolves the complex 
problems of building the new order, creatively applying the theory of scientific 
socialism and the general laws to the specific conditions in Romania and 
ensuring the forward movement along the path to socialism and communism. 
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ROMANIA 


FREEDOM, UNITY, NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE IN CEAUSESCU'S WORKS 
Bucharest ERA SOCIALISTA in Romanian No 9, 10 May 83 pp 3-6 


[Article by Sorin Mureseanu: "The Idea of Freedom, Unity and National Independence 
in the Works of Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu" ] 


[Text] It is an elementary truth that is available to any careful and objective 
observer of social phenomena that any historical event contains in itself the 
previous accumulations that have been converted from the tensions of the epoch and 
which, in turn, become the premise for certain higher evolutions. 


The problem of the struggle for national independence significantly illustrates 
this idea, involving a multilateral approach which will discern the inferences 
of certain unusual or adjacent areas and which, in fact, are blended together 

in the organic nature of historical flux. Only in this way are the ideas of 
continuity, unity and independence part of a central axis of the historical 
national edifice. Within this symbiosis, we find the origins of that aspiration 
of the Romanian people for independent development, an aspiration which, beyond 
any circumstantial considerations, intensified the political concepts and the 
deeds of past generations, expressing itself as a modern legal reality in 
1877-1878. 


Our effort does not propose - it would be impossible in the space of this article - 
the detailed analysis of certain moments, even if reference points, regarding 

the continuity of the struggle for the independence of the Romanians. The general 
and special works that have appeared in recent years in our country have done this 
with integrity. What we wish to show is the presence of the ideas of independence 
in the theoretical works and political activities of the secretary general of the 
party and president of the Socialist Republic of Romania, comrade Nicolae 
Ceausescu, and his profound, untiring concern for carrying out the aspirations 

of our people, the builders of socialism, to live free in their country and to 

see their sovereignty and independence respected. The historical thought of 

comrade Nicolae Ceausescu has its lasting roots in our national progressive 
traditions - which he calls upon and uses creatively in presentations and speeches, 
with his consistent activities for implementing the national ideals of the Romanian 
people being in harmonious agreement with the principles of dialectical and 
historical materialism and representing a valuable original contribution to the 
enrichment of scientific, revolutionary theory and practice. 
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Succinctly presenting an overall picture of the development of society on 
the land of our country throughout the millenia, comrade Nicolae Ceausescu 
stresses: "From the creation of the centralized Dacian state in the first 
century B.C. by Burebista, from the epoch of the flowering of the Dacian 
society under Decebal and, later, throughout its two millenia existence, 
right up to today, our people have had to wage a difficult struggle to 
constitute and defend its own existence and national entity. The contact 
with the great ancient civilizations, the wars that were waged even from 
the most ancient times against the invaders..., the conquest of Dacia 

by the Romans and the lengthy coexistence of the Dacians and Romans on 
this land made a strong imprint on the nature and moral physiognomy of 


people. ! Preserving from the time of the Dacians the everlasting thirst for 
freedom, the desire not to bow down to foreign subjugation and the decision to 
always be one's own master and continuing the rational spirit and the judged 
and creative passion of the Romans, our people, who were newly present in the 
world, were to fulfill over a nearly two millenia existence a heroic, struggling 


and great historic destiny, continuously developing and powerfully expressing 
itself among the ranks of the peoples and, today, the nations of the world."'2 
The organic relationship between the two basic aspects of our history - 
continuity and independence - is harmoniously brought together in the works 
of the secretary general of the party by permanently stressing the Romanians’ 
aspirations for national unity. 


Noting the factors of the Romanian genesis in a historiographic context not 
lacking certain tendentious disputes, in those works that have appeared abroad, 
comrade Nicolae Ceausescu points out the fact of ancient notoriety - indeniable 
for any researcher of good-will - that the Romanians were constituted as an 
entity in the Carpathian-Danubian-Pontic region, as ancient descendants of 

the Getae-Dacians. This is the source of the roots of economic traditions and 
the unmistakable spiritual affiliation in the context within which the cult 

of our descendants naturally had a profound feeling for the land. Within this 
indestructible link with the region of their original existence and their 
ancient homeland one must seek the explanation for the Romanians’ power to 
resist and the energy with which our people - unendingly defying the turbulence 
of the times - struggled to defend its existence and the right to free existence. 
As the secretary general of the party points out, "in the most difficult times, 
our forefathers did not abandon the land where they were born, but rather, 
establishing a brotherly relationship with it, the mountains and the plains 

and with the rivers and the lofty forests, they remained fixed on these lands, 
defending their existence and the right to a free existence."3 


The geographic unity of Romanian land and the accessibility and balance 

of its topographical forms found their correspondence in the organic relation 
to all the manifestations of historical affairs in this region, with the 

nature of the parts - frequently and arbitrarily broken apart - being derived 
from the vitality of the entirety. The ethnic unity of the Romanians - a 
corollary of the perpetuation of the Thracian-Getic-Dacian and, later, the 
Daco-Roman vein - was, however, the essential bond, continuously animating 
their aspirations towards unification, as a condition for preserving the people. 
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For that reason, the cultivation of the Daco-Roman effigy and the awareness 
of the common origins did not constitute the basis of a myth designed to 
incite the passions of the elite scholars of the country, but were,in fact, 
an ineluctable reality whose written expression merely defined its multiple 
meanings and significance. The awareness of its ethnic identity in the 
Carpathian-Danubian-Pontic region and the idea of Romania's "Roman island" 
in the East thus represented a political banner of our people's struggle 
for national emancipation and sovereign existence. 


The natural, organic affiliation of the characteristics that have been 
mentioned - continuity-unity-independence - which, today, can appear to 

some merely as an area of abstract ideas, operated in reality as a motive force 
in the history of the Romanians, a force whose actions were in the nature of 
the events. An expression of a patriotic feeling deeply rooted in the masses 
and based in time and which had fully assimilated the requirements of life, 

the deeds of our forefathers were nothing more than their adequate response 

to the questions that had marked their existence and to the problems that 
confronted them along their ascending path and the full affirmation in the 
work of peoples and sovereign nations. 


The struggle for freedom, unity and independence was organically brought 
together, and intensified itself, in the work of building the 
modern Romanian national state. On firm grounds comrade Nicolae Ceausescu 
stresses the fact that, in the context of the existence of several Romanian 
countries - Moldavia, Transylvania and Muntenia,- the exchanges of material 
and spiritual values between the Romanians located in such different 
administrative-political centers constituted an impressive reality, one 
significantly accentuated by the unification of their political-military 
efforts in the struggle against the invaders and the common enemies. In the 
vortex of the struggles for liberty, unity and independence, the awareness 
of the common origins of the Romanians and their uninterrupted continuity 

in their ancient homeland constituted a source of inexhaustible energy. 

"The Romanians lived for centuries on end in different statal organizations, 
but despite this fragmentation, in their awareness constantly was the idea 
of unity and of belonging to the same unified people. "4 In this regard, the 
examples are numerous and known. The Romanian rulers frequently combined 
defensive actions when their borders were endangered, creating an common 
anti-Ottoman front, allying themselves in the liberation struggle on the 
basis of certain understandings of mutual assistan”e, and aiming towards 
unification within the framework of a single statal entity of all the lands 
inhabited by Romanians. The 1600 unification, achieved under the rule of 
Mihai the Brave, a unique achievement in medieval Europe - the most significant 
expression of the requirements and aspirations of the Romanians - perpetuated 
its symbol over the centuries, stimulating new political projects for unity. 


Each act along the way to Unity, each battle for freedom was done on the premise 
of certain new social evolutions and an opening of new horizons. Under this 

aspect, it seems especially significant to us when the secretary general of the 
party noted that, although'in the end it was not possible to block the Romanian 
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people's access to national freedom and social progress, foreign rulers 

for a long time maintained some anachronistic socio-economic conditions 

that delayed the renewal and the development of Romanian society. Domestic 
reactionary forces and the ruling circles of the foreign oppressors sometimes 
found contacts in perpetuating a social-political status whose business 

was, furthermore, to undermine their positions. That is why the social and 
national ideals converge into the fiber of the same historical 
event, with the absence of a national framework for national freedom making 
labile achievements in the area of social-economic desires. "There can be 

no talk of any rights when there is no fundamental right to be master of 

your own home, to be master of your own destiny," > noted comrade Nicolae 
Ceausescu in this regard, stressing that the defense of national liberty and 
the winning of sovereignty and independence constitute a legitimate objective 
for social development, a fundamental, irreplaceable imperative in history. 


The national-social process, more blurred in the context of the Middle Ages, 

is expressed with special relevence in the process of creating the Romanian 
nation. This proclaim its ever more vehement desires, seeking the abolition 

of any type of roadblock in the path of social renewal and of any type of 
servitude, the acceleration of economic affairs and the emancipation from 

any foreign rule, expressing itself in act of profound popular resonance 
designed to propel the Romanians among the ranks of the civilized nations 

of the world. This is the source of the implications in the tensions of 

the modern epoch and the competition with time and the gaps, as a requirement 
for the survival of our national being and the "Europeanization" of the 
Romanian problem as a result of the actions of the Romanians themselves, beyond 
the diplomatic adroitness that is of interest to the great powers. The unfor- 
getable historical events that took place in 1821, 1848, 1859, 1877 and 1918 
are true links in the process of creating modern Romania, anticipating each 
other, with one reinforcing the other, marking achievements within the framework 
where economic, social and political-national factors were fused together, 

and propelling Romanian society to new stages of development. 





The investigation of the Romanian historical phenomenon has also lead the 
president of the country to substantiate certain theses having eloquent 
contemporary significance. For example, there is the statement of the 
importance of political organization in the struggle for the preservation and 
emancipation of the national being. Evoking the tradition of state organization 
among the Romanians from the era of Burebista and Decebal, comrade Nicolae 
Ceausescu notes the importance of the creation of voivodes and, later, of 
concentrating them in powerful feudal states capable of ensuring the continuing 
development of the forces of production, the maintenance of the existence of 
the Romanian people and the defense of the Romanian countries’ autonomy in the 
face of the great empires of the time. The Program of the Romanian Communist 
Party [RCP] points out: "The organization of the Romanian feudal states created 
the conditions for raising economic-social affairs to a higher level and 
recorded in history times of powerful prosperity in the material and cultural 
civilization on the lands of our country, times also marked by the personality 
of certain great patriotic rulers." 


129 














The significance of these theses is shown in association with another aspect 

of the history of the Romanians: the international legal status of the Romanian 
countries, characterized by the preservation of attributes of statal autonomy. 
The conclusion of political alliances and the economic and cultural ties 

that were established with a series of states illustrate the sovereignty of 

the Romanian rulers and the perservation of its own jurisdiction and political- 
organizational framework specific and common to all Romanians. This is why the 
Romanian states did not constitute an integral part of the Ottoman Empire - as 
was the case, for example, of the other states in Southeastern Europe, with 

the pronouncements later on by the ruling powers distorting the nature of 

the mutual relations that had been set down by treaties and violating the 
standards of international law. This autonomous status is, similarly, 
characteristic of the voivode of Transylvania, with the conquering Hungarian 
factor having to recognize - after major efforts - the fiasco of its attempts 
to substitute for the ancient Transylvanian Romanian organization. In this 
context, it was correct to note the importance of maintaining domestic autonomy 
for the development of the forces of production, for the appearance of the 
capitalist relations and for the consolidation of the awareness of national 
unity and the carrying out of the struggle for the purpose of creating a 

fully sovereign unified state. At the same time, as comrade Nicolae Ceausescu 
points out, the status of autonomy "permitted the Romanian countries to 
successfully fight against the aggressors and, at the same time, offered 

the opportunity to certain advanced representatives of the neighboring peoples 
who had been subjugated by the Ottoman Empire to take refuge on the lands of 
our country and to organize the struggle for the liberation and affirmation 

of these peoples as distinct national entities."/ 


The viability of the state functions of the autonomous Romanian principalities 
thus offered a framework that was objectively necessary and indispensible for 

the germination and maturation of national desires and a possibility for 
expressing, carrying out, affirming and supporting them in the international 
arena. All these are valid conclusions supported by national and world historical 
experiences, supporting the principled thesis having acute reverberations in 

the contemporary era regarding the role of the sovereign state in the national 
evolution of peoples. 


The perpetuation of the attributes of domestic autonomy for the Romanians was 
an historical chance. It conferred upon the Romanian states the status of 
"unconquered countries," with the payment of a tribute to the suzerain power 
bringing this power's guarantee of peace and territorial integrity to these 
countries, in accordance with the rigors of suzerainty and the legal relations 
of medieval and feudal societies. It is a well-known fact that, with regard 

to the Romanians, the existence of such a system was not of a nature of an 
offer, with the armed resistence and diplomatic skill of the Romanian rulers 
being decisive arguments in the negotiations for mutual relations. Furthermore, 
the Romanians’ relations with the suzerain power cannot be disassociated with 
the nature of their permanent struggle for full independence and the fact that 
they opposed a situation of dependency, frustrating, whenever circumstances 
would permit, the suzerain power's attempts to strangle the freedoms conferred 
by "capitulation." 
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In connection with what has been pointed out above, we feel that it is 
necessary to note the internal casuality cf the great national events of 

the Romanians and the fact that at the origins of the changes that have 

taken place in Romanian society were the realities of this land and the 
untiring struggle of the Romanian people for liberty and a better life. 
Certainly, international circumstances also were an important factor that 
cannot be ignored in any strategy that involved the survival of the Romanians 
at the confluence of the divergent interests of the great powers. Assuming 
the national and continental responsibility for the destiny of their country, 
the Romanians, located in "the path of all evil," could not permit adventurist 
actions without risking their existence and their future national interests. 
That is why the historical deeds of the Romanian people are characterized 

by balance and prudence and, at the same time, by decisiveness and tenacity, 
by an impressive visionarism, by the ability to profit from the cracks that 
occurred in the constantly uncoordinated efforts of the powers and by the 
ability to achieve our national desires with our own forces. The nature of 
international relations at these times permitted the Unification of the 
Principalities in 1859, the conquest of full state independence in 1877, 

and the Great Unification of 1918 to be accomplished in the face of European 
or world areopagus. And, its decisions only conferred de jure realities that 
had been imposed de facto by the untiring efforts of the Romanian nation and 
by its struggle filled with decisiveness and self-sacrifice. 


The example of Romania's gaining state independence in 1877 is obvious 

in this regard. As the secretary general of the party, comrade Nicolae 
Ceausescu, stressed, Romania's independence was not a circumstantial event 
or a gift of the European powers, but rather "the result of the struggles 
waged over the centuries by our forefathers, struggles that culminated in 
the great victory won in 1877 on the battlefield against the Ottoman Empire... 
The struggle for independence was permanently accompanied by the development 
of our people. acquiring ever more scope and force along with the creation 
of the Romanian nation and the creation of the unified Romanian state. It 
constituted an expression of the victory of our nation's affirmation and its 
will to be the master of its own fate and future and to step forward 
independently on the path of progress and prosperity."8 


The lucid analysis of the realities of modern society has shown 

the ever more pronounced impact of economic factors upon the opportunities 

for independent expression among the nations. This conclusion also naturally 
required a progressive public opinion in our country, finding its theoretical 
exponents in the "industrialist school," as illustrated, during this period, 

by the noted personalities of Romanian political and cultural affairs. This, 
however, goes beyond the inherent conceptual limits of class, also finding 

its echo in socialist ideology and having at that time the social proletariat 
as spokesperson. Expressing itself ever more powerfully in the forestage of 
Romanian society as an exponent of the most revolutionary ideals of the 

popular masses in the struggle to free the country, the proletariat established 
its concept regarding society, imposing the full and integral acceptance of 
independence as the economic, social-political and national status, free from 
any servitude. The RCP, the heir and continuator of the most shining progressive 
traditions of the Romanian people, assumed its historical mission to firmly 
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implement the socialist ideal of independence in Romanian reality, understood 
precisely in such an encompassing definition. Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu said: 
"It can be said that the RCP was completely identified with the vital interests 
of the working class and all the people and that in the troubled history of 

the Romanian people there was never a political party that served with so much 
self-sacrifice in the interests of the entire nation, its well-being and 
happiness and the strengthening of Romania's independence and sovereignty." 


The uncovering of the danger represented by the great foreign monopolies 

for the independence of the country, as well as the danger of chauvinism and 
fascist aggressiveness, the militant solidarity with the people who had 

fallen victim to the Mussolini and Hitler expansionism and the organization 

and leadership of the anti-Hitlerist and anti-Antonescian resistence, which 
culminated in the start of the revolution for social and national, anti-fascist 
and anti-imperialist liberation on 23 August 1944, are ineluctable proofs of 
the untiring concerns of the Romanian communists for the defense of the vital 
interests of the Romanian people and for the saving of our national independence. 
The overthrow of the military-fascist dictatorship and Romania's contribution 
to the final victory over fascism expressed the reality of the feelings of the 
Romanian people through a new act of national will, demonstrating that they 
"had nothing in common with the military-fascist clique that pushed the 
country, alongside Hitlerist Germany, against the Soviet Union. At the same 
time, the Romanian people thus affirmed their glorious traditions fcr fighting 
for independence and supporting the struggles of other peoples against foreign 
domination and for freedom and independence."10 


The revolution for social and national, anti-fascist and anti-imperialist 
liberation marked the beginning of a new history for the country, crowning 
the struggle, efforts and sacrifices of generations of forefathers for the 
cause of social and national rights, for Romania's full independence and the 
sacred right of the Romanian people to be masters in their own country. The 
building of the new socialist social relations on its multiple planes thus 
materializes the concept of independence in its plenitude as the sum of our 
historical life in a contemporary nuance. This fact shows the unified nature 
of our history and the legitimacy of the evolution towards socialism as a 
social synthesis in a national color of the masses' aspirations to create 

a framework of their full and real liberty. 


Historicai experience has established industrialization as the basis for the 
material, cultural and national existence of the Romanian people, associating 
it with the group of fundamental options involving the elimination of the 
economic gaps between countries as the grounds for full sovereignty. Experience 
has clearly repudiated the assertions of certain foreign circles on the theme 
of the lack of an indistrial tradition for the Romanian people, demonstrating 
that the accumulation and growth in the national wealth of the people represents 
a fundamental condition for development and progress. Beginning with the 
realities of our country, the secretart general of the party has formulated 

the principled conclusion whereby "consuming everything or nearly everything 
means condemning the country to backwardsness, to a loss of independence and 
sovereignty, thus affecting the future itself of the country and the people."11 
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Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu's idea regarding the struggle of our people for 
treedom, unity and national independence includes selected considerations 
regarding the place of the Romanians in world history. In referring to the 

past of the Romanian people, the president of the country notes: "Braving 
devastating storms and standing up to all their trials, they have made a 
valuable contribution to the defense of civilization in this part of the 

world and to the struggle of the peoples against oppressors."12 It is in the 
area of the obvious that the geographic placement of the Romanian land made 
our feudal states for a long time countries on the front line of the anti- 
Ottoman struggle, constituting a viable barrier on the Danube against the most 
powerful empire of the time. At the same time, their status of autonomy 
offered a constant support to the peoples in the Balkans, stimulating their 
Struggle for liberation. In the Romanian rulers, in the Romanian principalities 
and, later, in the unified Romanian state, these people found an indispensible 
support for their trends towards national political emancipation. The enthusiasm 
with which the south-Danubian campaigns of some of our voivodes were regarded, 
the presence of Balkan soldiers in their armies, the protecting attitudes of 
the Romanian authorities, with their inherent risks, regarding the political 
emigres from the different countries, the assistance granted by the workers 

in Romania to the groups of fighters and the transportation of revolutionary 
literature or arms to aid the liberation movements in these countries make 

up a significant picture of the Romanian contribution to the fulfillment 

of the neighboring peoples' aspirations for liberty and independence. And, not 
just of these people, as numerous examples from modern and contemporary history 
and from current times irrevocably attest. 


The armed watch over the destiny of our country, the guns of the invaders, 

and the plundering and atrocities of the foreign armies that fought for 
continental supremacy on the territory of our country gravely disturbed the 
evolution of Romanian society, depriving it of inestimable wealth and creating 
great and evil social-economic gaps between the development of Romania and 

that of the other European countries. "While a great portion of our people's 
wealth was flowing into the hands of foreign exploiters and oppressors and the 
country was being drained, struggling with shortages and poverty, the Western 
countries which had already started out on the road to capitalism were develop- 
ing their industry, were powerfully building centers of science and culture and 
were decisively moving along the path of civilization."13 Despite the imperialist, 
expansionist, spoiling policies used by a series of foreign circles against 

the Romanians, they never nurtured xenophobic feelings and they never confused 
the people with their leading circles, understanding that there was a clear 
line between an aggressive policy of domination by the ruling classes and 

the broad popular masses in the other countries, themselves victims of 
oppression. 


The struggle for state sovereignty and independence constitutes an objective 

law of historical development and a natural, universal aspiration of people 
everywhere. The political and military personalities who associated their names 
with the key moments of the struggle of their people for national liberty have 
taken their place in history only to the degree in which it was the necessary, 
salutary expression of the vital national interests of their own people and nations. 
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As demonstrated by the facts and as stressed numerous times by the secretary 
general of the party, independence constitutes a reality having multiple facets 
and meanings, a state of affairs which, stemming from the multimillenia work 

of history, must be constantly brought up to date and defended. The 

executor of the will of our forefathers and the permanent factor in the 
struggle for ensuring national sovereignty and independence has been and will 
remain the people in their totality. With justification and a profound mobiliz- 
ing echo, comrade Nicolae Ceausescu stresses the fact that "a people who are 
decisive in defending their land, liberty and independence and who have decided 
to spare nothing in order to affirm their inalienable rights and to win a 
worthy place under the sun cannot be defeated and brought down by anyone or 
anything, never! "14 


The struggle of the subjugated peoples and the insurrection of the popular 
masses who have become revolted by the injustices and foreign oppression 
brought about - as a corollary to the universal historical evolution - the 
inevitable downfall of the empires and the state forms based on the oppression 
of certain peoples or nations, regardless of the political-military force 
which such empires exhibited at a given time. In opposition to this, the 
nation was proven to be one of the most powerful motive forces of progress 

and civilization and the framework for using the available material and 
cultural creations of the people and for fulfilling the desires for independent 
and sovereign development. The expression of this truth has special relevancy 
in the context of the contemporary ideological confrontations on the theme of 
the alleged "anachronism" of the national framework in a world of inter- 
dependencies. 


The experiences of international relations eloquently confirms that there is 

no contradictions between independence and interdependence. They interfere 

in a dialectical unity. Precisely the reality of interdependencies in the 
contemporary international community calls for the firm placement in inter- 
State relations of the principles of fully equal rights, respect for national 
integrity, independence and sovereignty, non-interference in domestic affairs 
and no use of force or the threat of force. International rights are indivisible 
and ineluctable for all the partners in international society, with the 
arrogation of certain unilateral faculties affecting its essence and ability 

to bring harmony to the interests of all peoples, all nations and all countries 
regardless of their size or social-political system. Only sovereign equality 
and full respect for national independence allow th. peoples’ participation 

in the enrichment of world civilization's patrimony and in the provision of 
prosperity, thus achieving the desire of unity in diversity. 


In the view of the secretary general of the party and the president of the 
Socialist Republic of Romania, today more than ever, in a tension-filled world, 
one threatened at the global scale by the aberrant arms race, it is necessary 
to take reasonable steps, to use diplomatic means in resolving any problems and 
to abstain from any threat to the independence of states. The dynamic nature 

of Romanian foreign policy and the realism and consistency of its initiatives 
in the areas of the main problems of contemporary times reconfirms the peaceful 
pursuits of the Romanian people and their attachment to the great causes of 
humanity. 


134 











Re 


14. 





FOOTNOTES 


Nicolae Ceausescu, "Romania on the Path of Building a Multilaterally 
Developed Socialist Society," Vol 13, Politica Publishing House, 1977, 
p 34. 


. Nicolae Ceausescu, “Romanian on the Path of Building a Multilaterally 


Developed Socialist Society," Vol 14, Politica Publishing House, 1977, 
p 319. 


. Nicolae Ceausescu, "Speech Presented to the Enlarged Plenary Session of 


the RCP Central Committee of 1-2 June 1982, Politica Publishing House, p 15. 


. Nicolae Ceausescu, "Romania on the Path of Building a Multilaterally 


Developed Socialist Society," Vol 17, Politica Publishing House, 1979, 
p 269. 


. Nicolae Ceausescu, "Romania on the Path of Building a Multilaterally 


Developed Socialist Society," Vol 14, pp 332-333. 


. "The Program of the RCP for Building a Multilaterally Developed Socialist 


Society and Advancing Romania Towards Communism," Politica Publishing 
House, 1975, p 28. 


Nicolae Ceausescu, "Romania on the Path of Building a Multilaterally 
Developed Socialist Society," Vol 14, p 323. 


. Ibidem, p 331. 


. Nicolae Ceausescu, "Romania on the Path of Building a Multilaterally 


Developed Socialist Society," Vol 22, Politica Publishing House, 1982, 
p 6. 


. Nicolae Ceausescu, "Speech Presented at the Enlarged Plenary Session of the 


RCP Central Committee of 1-2 June 1982," p 17. 


. Ibidem, pp 25-26. 


. Nicolae Ceausescu, "Romania on the Path of Completing Socialist Construction," 


Vol 2, Politica Publishing House, 1968, p 306. 


. Nicolae Ceausescu, "Romania on the Path of Completing Socialist Construction,” 


Vol 3, Politica Publishing House, 1969, p 709. 


Nicolae Ceausescu, "Romania on the Path of Building a Multilaterally 
Developed Socialist Society," Vol 14. p 332. 


8724 
CSO: 2700/221 - END - 


135 




















July 19, 1983 





